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There are two reasons for bringing the
Key Notes to you on a weekly basis
during the season of Advent. Firstly, to
keep you up to date so you know
what’s going on during this very busy
period (and, as you can see, this also
includes the readings appointed for
each Sunday. See the poster on the
back page to refresh your memory on
service times and events. ) Secondly,
the weekly "Key Notes" provides a

platform for the excellent Advent
Reflection series Cradle to Cradle that

Fr Dale has generously provided for us.  

                                            Fr Don

Isaiah 2: 1-5

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2 In days to come the mountain of the Lord ’s
house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all
the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples
shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God
of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and
that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion
shall go forth instruction, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many
peoples; they shall beat their swords into
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk
 in the light of the Lord! 

Psalm 122 
R I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to

the house of the Lord.”

1   I was glad when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’
2   Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. R

3   Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity
with itself.
4   To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the
Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the
Lord.
5   For there are the thrones of judgement,
the thrones of the house of David. R

6   Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
‘May they prosper who love you.
7   Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers. R

8   For my brethren and companions’ sake,
I pray for your prosperity.
9   Because of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek to do you good.’ R



Romans 13: 9-14

9 The commandments, ‘You shall not commit
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal;
You shall not covet’; and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love
your neighbour as yourself.’ 10 Love does no
wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the
fulfilling of the law. 11 Besides this, you know what
time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now
than when we became believers; 12 the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the
works of darkness and put on the armour of light;
13 let us live honourably as in the day, not in
revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 14
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

 Matthew 24: 36-44

36 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as
in those days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew
nothing until the flood came and swept them all
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.
40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken
and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one will be
left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But
understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would
not have let his house be broken into. 44
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

THE COLLECT ~ ADVENT I
 

Almighty God,
give us grace that we may cast away the

works of darkness
and put on the armour of light,

now in the time of this mortal life
in which your Son

Jesus Christ came among us in great
humility,

that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious

majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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~The Week of Advent One~

 A small step, a giant leap

According to Genesis 11: 31, the biblical figure
we know as Abraham, originally Abram and now
revered as the Patriarch of three great world
religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) lived
in the city of Ur. It was an important city on the
Persian Gulf at the mouth of the river
Euphrates. The site is now miles inland due to
four millennia of accumulated silt deposits
from the river.
 
Alongside every great Patriarch there also
stands a great Matriarch. We know her as Sarah,
though her original name was Sarai and, in all
fairness, she deserves an equal share of the
spotlight. After all, it was she who dutifully went
along with her husband when he decided to
abandon their life in Ur, leave their home and
families, and chase after some previously
unknown deity who had promised them a great
future.  It was she who supportively settled for
a nomadic life of living in a tent. And it was she
who carried Abraham’s son in her womb and
gave birth to the child in her later life.  But fear
not for Sarah. She was a strong woman, and she
proved herself eminently worthy of being a
Matriarch.  
 

Abraham and Sarah stand at the very beginning
of our Judaeo/Christian faith story that spans
the years and events from cradle to cradle
(Genesis 12: 1-5). Accordingly, it is where our
adventure begins, our wish to perceive how, by
the mysterious workings of God, events came to
focus at ‘the fullness of time’. 

We really need to wonder what possessed the
patriarchal couple to take the ‘out of the blue’
promise of some unknown deity seriously, and
to commit everything they had and were to the
pursuit of it. 

It may be that they found the promise just too
intriguing, too improbable, or too
unconventional to be ignored. Maybe they were
imbued with the same Mesopotamian genius
that caused others before them to invent
cuneiform writing and to draft the world’s first
Law Code.Whatever the case may be, Abraham
and Sarah took civilization’s first step toward
what we now describe as ‘organized religion’. 



You see, those little idol artifacts archeologists
find in the ancient Middle East, the ones with the
grossly exaggerated sexual features, do not
represent ‘a Religion’ as such. They only represent
the way people 4000 years ago tried to cope with
their ‘god problem’.They applied to it the same
inventiveness they brought to so many other
civilization issues. 
 

Please do not succumb to the popular disdainful
attitude toward ancient people that says smugly,
“Well, they believed such and such, but of course
we know better”. The truth is that those ancient
people joined the march of human civilization at
the starting gate, without any head-starts or
advantages. Though they were not as
knowledgeable as we are, they were far from
stupid. It was they who made the initial advances.
It was they who invented the fires by which we
warm ourselves today, and the wheels that keep
our industries and economies rolling, and the
mathematics we use to send our rockets to Mars,
and the writing that enables us to read about
them. It is upon their shoulders that we stand
today, and we would be as arrogant as Yurtle the
Turtle if we failed to acknowledge that.

“In most Neolithic villages women were at their

high moment in providing cultural, religious, and

social leadership … Three of the great inventions

… were most likely discovered by women:

horticulture, pottery making, and weaving.”  (The

Universe Story, Brian Swimme & Thomas Berry:
Harper Collins Publishers, 1st ed., 1992, ISBN 978-
0-06-250835-5  p. 175)

“The region of Mesopotamia needs to be noted

especially … in the lower marshland regions of the

Euphrates River, the first efforts at irrigation took

place … This demanded social organization, an

increase in population, and the capacity for

designing a way of life integral with the natural

phenomena of the region … It was in Sumer and

later Babylon … that so much of our earliest

western cosmological thinking originated, along

with our mathematics and metallurgy. 

Our 60 minute hour and our 360 degree circle

originated here. Our earliest writing … the early

study of astronomy also took place here. The

zodiac was identified along with its

symbolizations. Legal codes and administrative

processes … originated here … The intellectual

development is … of immense significance that

has decisively altered the entire context of

human-earth relations.” (ibid p. 179-180) 

The technological achievements of this period

remained unsurpassed … until modern times, and

included wheel transportation, brick making,

stone cutting, sailing vessels, sewage systems,

water mains, mining and metallurgy, grain and

food preservation, weaponry, carpentry, and

agricultural design. (ibid p. 184) 



Abraham and Sarah grew up in that exhilarating
Mesopotamian environment. It was their modern
age, and it was replete with mysteries and
inventiveness and theories and discoveries. 
Like us, the Mesopotamians were familiar with the
seasons and forces of nature, and they were
subject to them day by day just as we are … the
warm days of summer when crops grow, the
killing frosts of winter, prolonged droughts and
torrential storms and tidal waves. All of them
were mysterious and beyond human control. But,
again like us, the Mesopotamians observed the
‘effects’ of nature and speculated about their
‘causes’. They postulated that natural
occurrences are caused by other beings,
mysterious beings, invisible beings called gods,
some of them benign and some malignant. 
Ages of experience had taught people how to live
precariously alongside those capricious divine
beings. 

First, people knew the gods did not live on the
earth, though they did use it as their playground
or battle ground. Such activities were sometimes
beneficial and sometimes harmful. 

Second, people knew the gods were dangerous.
They were not always malicious or malevolent
but, by virtue of being gods, their searing
‘otherness’ could be fatal to mortals. It was as
perilous for a person to be in the near presence of
a god as it is for us to be near a radioactive
substance. 

Third, people knew the gods were utterly
indifferent to people. They cared about us no
more than we care bout the ants that invade our
picnics. And they didn’t bother letting people
know when they would be in the vicinity, so
people had no way of avoiding perilous
encounters with them.   

Fourth, nonetheless people had learned that
sometimes, if the gods were bored, they might be
intrigued by what people were doing. If they had
nothing better to do, the gods might even be
amenable to being bribed to make the rain stop
on a harvest day, or to wage their hailstorm wars
on someone else’s crops for a change. Sometimes
a sweet-smelling burnt offering, or the exotic
sacrifice of a child might secure their co-
operation. 

Fifth, there was a ‘time’ factor to consider. People
always reckon time in relation to the changes that
take place around them, so the Mesopotamians
reckoned it to be cyclical.It seems that the gods of
life whose influence could cause crops to grow
and flocks to increase, and the gods of death who
brought the killing frosts of winter, were locked
into an eternal war with each other. The changing
seasons reflected who was winning at any given
moment. Thus, time passed in a never-ending
cycle of seasons … spring, summer, fall, winter,
spring… ad infinitum. While every season had its
unique natures, summer was generally more
pleasant than winter.But even summer could be
brutal with its heat, droughts, hailstorms, locusts,
and such. This all translated into time being, quite
literally, a vicious circle. It kept spinning its
wheels, but never went anywhere. 



But on the day Abraham experienced his close
encounter of the divine kind, he was fascinated to
find some remarkable differences about it.  
For one thing, he noticed that he wasn’t
immediately stricken dead. That was nice! 
For another thing, he noticed it was the god
himself who initiated the contact. That was
unheard of! 

For yet another thing, he noticed that the god
seemed to have people’s best interests at heart.
He wanted to impart a blessing that would extend
to all the peoples of the earth. That was utterly
unprecedented! 

And something even more, the promise inferred a
previously unconceived concept of ‘future’. It
implied that time is linear, not cyclical … that it
doesn’t double back upon itself to repeat what
has been, but it moves ever and relentlessly
forward into the abyss of temporal nothingness,
leaving a past in its wake. Time itself is
infuriatingly elusive. It occupies no moment, for
what we call the present is only that infinitely
tiny pinpoint that separates that which is no
more from that which is not yet.  Quite literally,
everything that happens has “come to pass”. But
each passing moment is loaded, charged with
every conceivable possibility. It carries with it an
infinity of potential ‘outcomes’ that includes the
risk of winning or losing, the unfolding of truth or
falsehood, and even the hope that a divine
promise might one day come to pass and would
be too good to miss.  Wow! Now that was
different!  

And finally, the deity was actually inviting a mere
mortal to join hands with him, to trust him, to
work with him, and to participate with him in the
accomplishment of a great purpose. Now that
was new!   

Surely all this would have been radically novel to
Abraham and Sarah.  But we can only speculate.
We simply don’t know what tipped the scales for
them. All we know is that they went for it. 
“By faith Abraham {and Sarah too … let’s not
forget her} “obeyed when he was called to set out
for a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance; and he set out not knowing where he
was going”. (Hebrews 11: 8). Or, to put it more
colloquially, Abraham took what turned out to be
the original, the quintessential “one small step
for a man, one giant leap for mankind”.  

For the next five hundred years or more,
perhaps even approaching a thousand years, the
patriarchal story unfolds through the book
Genesis. Abraham’s and Sarah’s progeny
eventually identified themselves by the name of
the grandson Jacob (see the story of his name
change to ‘Israel’, meaning ‘one who wrestles
with God’, in Gen. 32) and so became known as
‘Israelites’ or alternately as ‘the children of
Israel’. For the lack of any other title, their
sponsoring deity became known simply as ‘the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’). 

Along their way, the members of the extended
family often took one step forward and two
steps backward. But they also did things whose
consequences extend even into our own time.
Some selected core samples can provide more
detail.

Abraham pleading with Sarah on behalf of Hagar - Willem Bartsius



Core Sample # One: Ishmael and Isaac. (Genesis 16: 1 - 16)
  
We need to remember that religiously and morally speaking, Abraham and Sarah started out at square
one. Therefore, in matters of personal morals and social conventions they are to be judged by the
values of their own age and not by the more advanced or enlightened ones we claim to espouse and
sometimes even honour.    

That Abraham and Sarah took slavery for granted is a case in point. But lest we judge them harshly, we
might bear in mind that it is only in very recent centuries that slavery has been officially abolished in
our western world, and yet for all intents and purposes it continues to rear its ugly head in some places.  
It is a malignancy in the body politic that has not yet been eradicated or doctored into remission.   

As for Sarah’s decision to remove the disgrace of ‘barrenness’ from her life by having Abraham
impregnate her slave Hagar, in fairness we need to remember it was the only option available to women
of that time. They did not have the various options couples who are having difficulty conceiving have
today. But women who were prosperous enough to own a domestic slave did, at least, have surrogate
motherhood as an option.  

As it turned out, Abraham and Sarah did eventually have a son of their own anyway (Gen. 21: 1-7), but
unfortunately that put Hagar and her son Ishmael in a precarious situation. The subsequent enmity
between Sarah and Hagar was resolved by Abraham giving Hagar a bun and a bag of water and
banishing her and the child out into the scorching desert to die … hardly a solution we would consider
admirable! (Gen. 21: 8 – 21). 

Abraham’s descendants through Isaac went on to become the people known as the Jews. Their story
will unfold as the biblical landscape passes beneath our wings during our various flights. But we already
know that approximately two thousand years later, in the fullness of time, two of his descendants
named Mary and Joseph would become the parents of a child named Jesus. 

In the meantime, Abraham’s descendants through Ishmael also became a great people. There are very
few mentions of the Ishmaelites in the bible, but in one case they turn out to be the camel caravan
traders who bought Joseph … of coat of many colours fame … from his treacherous and jealous
brothers, and then carried him to Egypt where they sold him into slavery.  (Gen. 37: 25 – 28).  In our day,
we know them as Arabs or Palestinians.  

So today, when our television news covers conflicts between the State of Israel and the Palestinians, it
just goes to show that family antagonisms can last a long time. 



Jacob was fleeing from the wrath of his older brother. He had good reason to do so. Esau was
almost certainly capable of beating him to a pulp.  

On one night of his journey, he chose to sleep on a rock. That may surprise us, but it makes good
sense to anyone who has ever endured a chilly night lost in the woods. A rock may be hard, but it
retains the warmth of the sun far longer than soil does.

During the night, Jacob experienced a strange dream. 

 The Bible tells us he was afraid (Gen. 28: 17). That must be the greatest under-statement in all of
scripture! He wasn’t afraid. He was terrified, scared out of his wits, and fearful for his very life
because suddenly he realized he had stumbled unwittingly into the near presence of the
unpredictable gods and had trespassed upon the very portal they used to come and go (vs. 16 –
17). Suddenly he knew a deity was in that place (vs. 16). And suddenly he knew he was in deep,
deep trouble!!!

Core Sample # 2:  Jacob’s Ladder Gen. 28: 

It would be easy to dismiss this passage as just a favorite children’s bible story. But it is not that, for
two reasons. 

The first reason is that the principal figure in this story is not a child. He is a grown man, and not a
particularly admirable one at that. This is the sneaky, cunning weasel who used his doting mother …
whose favorite he was and in whose eyes he could do no wrong…  to help him deceive his blind old
father and cheat his elder brother of the brother’s birthright. He got away with it, but only because
by that time even God was ready to concede that Esau was not responsible enough to be steward of
the family’s fortunes (Gen. 25: 29-34).

The second reason is that there is no such thing as a children’s bible story. We do not even know
what, if anything, Jesus might have taught the children whom he took on his knee for a blessing
(Mark 10: 13 – 16). There are stories we have pressed into service in our efforts to introduce children
to the Bible, even though some of them may not be recommended reading for children at all. The
truth is that the Bible, in its entirety, was inscribed by adults for the edification of other adults.   

Therefore, the story you are invited to consider now is one you probably learned as a child. But
consider it again, this time with your adult mind engaged.   Here is how it unfolds:
  

There were two parts to that dream. 

Part 1:  Firstly, Jacob dreamed of a ladder stretching to heaven, with angels coming and going upon
it. That’s precisely the kind of ‘vision’ you would expect an ancient Mesopotamian to have.
Remember what the Mesopotamians knew about the gods … that they came and went between
heaven and earth at their own whims, that they didn’t bother to let people know where or when they
might show up, and that it was perilous to be anywhere near them.    

So, what does that dream tell us? For one thing, it assures us 21st century grandparents that we are
not the first generation of elders whose grandchildren do not take our religious convictions
seriously. It is very apparent Jacob had not embraced Abraham’s and Sarah’s faith in their new-
fangled God because, when he woke from his dream, he instantly reverted to his Mesopotamian
default mode.   

 



Jacob's Ladder - William Blake   c. 1805



In an instant it all made sense to him, and he comprehended the truth about that wretched
stone! He had thought it was still warm from the sun, but evidently not so! Just as we, if we sit
on something warm, assume someone else must have sat there just moments earlier, so too
Jacob realised the stone was warm not because of the sun but because one of the gods must
have rested upon it before climbing the ladder back to heaven … and then he himself had
happened along and laid his head on the stone while the divine emanations were still warm
within it … and those radiations had penetrated his brain and created the bizarre religious
dream! 
 Whereupon Jacob leapt to his feet and threw himself into a spate of frantic plea bargaining. He
set the stone up as a pillar and sanctified it with oil. He pleaded with the gods, “Oh please,
please, please don’t kill me! It was a mistake! I didn’t mean to intrude! If you let me go, I’ll build a
church here in your honour, and use the stone for the cornerstone! I’ll give you a tenth of all I
own! Really, I will! So, letting me survive will be in your best interest too because I plan to get
really rich! Please! Please!” 

Part 2: The second part of the dream ensued when God managed to get a word in edgewise, and it
amounted to a stern admonition. In essence, the Lord said: 
“You should have been more careful about what you coveted, Jacob, because now you have it. You
stole Esau’s birthright, so now it’s yours, and now you must grow up and learn that it comes not only
with prerogatives, but also with onerous responsibilities. Now the burden that was meant for Esau’s
shoulders is on your shoulders. Now it will be you, not Esau, from whose loins the family of God’s
choice will move forward toward the fullness of time. So, brace yourself young man, because I am
now going to transfer into your safe keeping the promise I once made to your grandfather.”  (These
may not have been God’s exact words, but they’re quite close). 

So, the Promise was duly transferred (Gen. 28: 13-15).   

 
In summary:

 Jacob really did clean up his act and became a worthy steward of God’s promise. (Gen. 35: 1-4). The
Lord eventually renamed him Israel. He did build that shrine he promised at Bethel.  He did
reconcile with his brother. He had twelve sons and did a reasonable job of raising them in the
faith.Their extended families became collectively known as the Twelve Tribes of Israel, the Children
of Israel, or simply as the Israelites.  

Our detailed knowledge of the family’s fortunes takes us only one generation further to include the
Joseph saga. There the book Genesis ends, and there are no independent historical documents to
fill in the long gap that follows. Remember, this is still before the age of recorded history. All we
know is that the Israelites came to be enslaved in Egypt.Heh! Misfortune is always one of time’s
possibilities! It is there we leave them at the conclusion of this first flight of our Advent adventure. 



Advent & Christmas Services
 

 
Advent I: Sunday 27 November

7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist

followed by
6:30 pm BBQ and 

7:00 pm 'switching on the lights'
Do join us for this special event!

 Advent II: Sunday 4 December
7:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist

 Advent III: Sunday 11 December
("Gaudete Sunday")  also: Christmas Tree Day

7:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist

 Advent IV: Sunday 18 December
7:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist

 

Christmas Eve: Saturday 24 December
7:00 pm "Blessing of Crib" with Carols and Holy Eucharist

(a great service for all the family)
11:30 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day: Sunday 25 December
7:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist

Midweek Eucharists 
Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

& 
Thursdays at 12:00 noon

continue until Thursday 22 December

at St Peter's

Christmas


