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Advent II ~ 4 December 2022



~Sunday 4th December~
 

The Candles in the Church are to the Glory of God and given 
in loving memory of:

 

Coral Flitcroft
 

Bible Tree: see the poster at the Church 
entrance – a $10 donation buys a bible for 
the Bible League mission.

We ‘switched on the lights’ in great style on 
Sunday night – and there is general 
agreement on this: they look spectacular! 
Once again, well done Alain and Christine! 
[Also, it's worth driving by St Pter's in the 
evening just to see these lights - bring along 
your kids or grandkids.]

If you are wondering about Christmas 
Services timings (and Advent Services) – 
please refer to the poster on the last page of 
this edition of Key Notes.

Cradle to Cradle: Fr Dale Huston continues 

his excellent Advent Reflection series in this

Key Notes. 
                                         Fr Don - Advent II, 2022

 

Just a few points...



Our Advent Lights



Second Sunday of Advent
 

God of all peoples,
whose servant John came baptising

and calling for repentance:
help us to hear his voice of judgement,

that we may also rejoice in his word of promise,
and be found pure and blameless in that glorious Day
when Christ comes to rule the earth as Prince of Peace;

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

 



Isaiah Chapter 11: 1-10

1 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
     and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
     the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
     the spirit of counsel and might,
     the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord .
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord .
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
     or decide by what his ears hear;
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
     and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth;
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
     and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
     and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb,
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
 and a little child shall lead them.

7 The cow and the bear shall graze,
 their young shall lie down together;
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the
asp,
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy
 on all my holy mountain;
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
Lord
 as the waters cover the sea.
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Collect & Readings for this Sunday ~ Advent II



Psalm 72.1-8, 19
  

R By God’s gift justice and peace shall flourish.

1   Give the King your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
2   That he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
3   That the mountains may bring prosperity to the
people, and the little hills bring righteousness. R

4   He shall defend the needy among the people;
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5   He shall live as long as the sun and moon
endure, from one generation to another. R

6   He shall come down like rain upon the mown
field, like showers that water the earth. R

7   In his time shall the righteous flourish;
there shall be abundance of peace
till the moon shall be no more. R

8   Blesséd be the Lord God, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous deeds!
19   And blesséd be his glorious Name for ever! and
may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen.  R

Romans 15: 4-13

4   For whatever was written in former days was
written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the
scriptures we might have hope.5 May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance
with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another,
therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for
the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has
become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of
the truth of God in order that he might confirm
the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written,

 ‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
     and sing praises to your name’;
10 and again he says,
 ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’;
11 and again,
 ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
     and let all the peoples praise him’;
12 and again Isaiah says,
 ‘The root of Jesse shall come,
     the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.’
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Root of Jesse's Tree Icon



Matthew 3: 1-12

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.’
3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah
spoke when he said,
 ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
 “Prepare the way of the Lord,
     make his paths straight.” ’
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a
leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey.
5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea
were going out to him, and all the region along the
Jordan,
6 and they were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,
‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come?
8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not
presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham
as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10
Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees;
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but
one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His
winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.’



"Cradle to Cradle"
PART II:

"The Wilderness"



It took place in the age before recorded
history. 

There are no extant artifacts or ancient
engravings to document the biblical
accounts from the Egyptian point of view.
Even in that age, Rulers like the Pharaohs
did seek to be remembered in perpetuity by
carving their memoires on stone walls or
obelisks, but they were careful only to
highlight their own impressive successes
and victories. It stands to reason the
pharaoh of the exodus, whoever he was, did
not brag about his catastrophic stand-off
with Moses, the plagues he endured, or the
humiliation of losing his workforce. 

Also, archeological evidence is either lacking
or indeterminate because the Exodus was a
‘surface’ event. Footprints usually disappear
in the next sandstorm.   

As our second reconnaissance flight begins, and
while we are climbing to our cruising altitude,
we can take a moment to orient ourselves by
remembering that the human story is replete
with migration events. We homo sapiens have
always been on the move. Whether propelled
by wars, climate changes, famines, a promise of
freedom, or simple curiosity, by now we have
marked our footprints everywhere on this Earth
and now even beyond. 

As mass migrations go, the one we will overfly
today would be rated a minor one in terms of
the limited thousands of people involved, the
relatively short distance they travelled, and the
brief period of time their journey occupied. But
in the greater scheme of things, this is a very
significant migration indeed.  This is an integral
episode in the journey from cradle to cradle. On
this part of our adventure, we will be overflying
the great biblical event known as the Exodus.
We begin by picking up Abraham and Sarah’s
descendants from where we left them as slaves
in Egypt. 

As we get under way, there are several things
we should bear in mind about the Exodus
landscape.   

First, the Bible is our only reliable source of
information about the Exodus. 

Fr Dale's 
"Advent Reflection"

series: 
 

Advent II  



We do know the ancient Egyptians relied upon
slave labor for the accomplishment of their
ambitious building projects. slavery has been
a sad reality in human affairs since time
immemorial.It was prominent in our own
enlightened culture until a mere century and a
half ago, and even now it is still a blight in
many places in the world. Thus, the biblical
cultural memory of slavery in Egypt has
unassailable credibility.

It is also probable that the Israelites, who were
foreigners with no citizenship of their own but
who were living in Egypt, would have been
resented as illegal aliens and targeted as
prime candidates for slavery. Resident aliens,
powerless people, and those who are
perceived to be ‘different’ have always been
vulnerable targets in schoolyards,
communities, nations, and the world. That the
Israelites were picked on, bullied, and
despised by the Egyptians is not only possible.
It is highly probable. Racism, bigotry, brutality,
and bullying have been around for a long time.   

That the Israelites were finally driven out from
Egypt is very credible.There is nothing new
about people being driven out of countries.
The Jews were expelled from Rome in the first
century, have been driven from other
countries since, and were the victims of the
Nazi holocaust. Idi Amin expelled Asians from
Uganda just a handful of decades ago. Refugee
camps around the world are full to
overflowing, and desperate people by the
thousands are fleeing from Syria and now
from Ukraine in our own day.   

Second, notwithstanding all the above, there is no
reason to doubt the reality of the Exodus
migration. 



Third, consider that the biblical book Exodus
was not even written until several hundreds of
years after the facts, whatever the facts may
have been. Humanity was in the process of
crossing the literary threshold during this
general era but, even once it had been crossed,
the skills of reading and writing were available
to only a very few official people. Hence the
exodus event passed beyond living memory and
had become ‘oral tradition’ long before the
details of it were frozen in print. 

In short, though it cannot be independently
documented, there is no reason not to take the
biblical account of the Exodus seriously. There
is nothing suspicious about the paucity of
indisputable historical evidence. In the Exodus
era there were no dash cams on chariots, body
cams on uniforms, cell phone cameras in the
hands of passers by, or drone cameras watching
inconspicuously from overhead. There were no
on-the-spot-reporters to cover events, and no
political analysts to spin the reports about
them. We live in an age of instant information,
but the people of the Exodus did not. 

So, we are standing on solid ground when we
accept that a migration of a people from Egypt
to Canaan did take place in the late second
millenium B.C. 

As the biblical landscape now begins to unfold
beneath our wings, it appears to be just as
rugged and forbidding as we might have
expected. Hence, there are a couple of
additional provisos to mention.  

One is a reminder that we will be viewing events
that took place more than three thousand years
ago. The religions of the age were in their
infancy, and concepts like human rights, justice,
inclusiveness, decency, and tolerance were not
yet even conceived in the human mind, let alone
born. That translates into the kind of disclaimer
with which we are very familiar … “The following
program contains scenes that may be offensive
to some people. Viewer discretion is advised.” 
The other is an assurance that we are entitled to
have mental reservations about details of the
story. 

Great sagas, both sacred and secular, do tend
to become embellished as they gestate in the
Oral Tradition womb. Sometimes they become
augmented with legends and hero stories. So, it
is not a sin to wonder if the waters of the Red
Sea really did open to allow the children of
Israel to walk through exactly as depicted so
dramatically in Cecil B DeMille’ The Ten
Commandments movie.It is not a sin to reason
that there must have been some way of moving
to and from Egypt without getting your feet
wet. We know camel caravans of Traders had
been travelling to and from Egypt for centuries
before the Exodus event … remember the
Ishmaelite traders who carried Joseph to Egypt
(Gen. 37: 25-28). We also know it was common
for whole armies to march to or from Egypt. 

But again, even considering those provisos, the
solid substance of the Exodus story stands.Its
deep and enduring impression upon the
cultural memory of the Israelite people, as
evidenced in the Old Testament and in Jewish
tradition, testifies eloquently that something
unusual and dramatic happened to the
Israelites at that time. They were slaves in Egypt
with all the hopelessness that entails, and then,
rather abruptly it seems, they were so no
longer.



They still know themselves to be descendants
of ancient patriarchal ancestors, and they
carry with them the cultural stories of those
long-ago ancestors.  

They know themselves to be an extended
family that has branched out into twelve
tribes (Exodus 6: 14 – 25)

They know their family tradition focusses on
‘The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’, even
if they didn’t yet know his real name. (Exodus
3: 13 - 15)  

As we find them now, the Israelites don’t seem to
have advanced far in their understanding of God.
But we need to be patient. Sometimes things start
slowly. It took democracy a long time to mature in
our modern age. And the people do seem to have
made some progress, at least, in becoming who
they were in relation to their sponsoring deity. In
particular: 

 

So, though they have fallen on hard times,
languish in slavery, and have no citizenship or
status, yet at least they are anchored in an
extended family tradition. They have an identity.
We have only to observe how tenaciously
indigenous people do cling to their identities,
customs and traditions in our own 21st century to
appreciate that the Israelites did the same thing. 
As for Moses, we have no independent sources to
confirm his being either. Was he born to a Hebrew
mother? Was he of the tribe of Levi? Was he was
raised in the Pharaoh’s household? Was there
ever as such a person? But once again, the
absence of a birth certificate or passport should
not deter us from accepting that he was very real
indeed. Ancient cultures did not maintain vital
statistics about the births and deaths of ordinary
people, and especially not of slaves or of
conquered peoples. We don’t have documents
like that for Jesus either, yet there is every reason
to believe he was a real flesh and blood person
born in ‘the fullness of time’.    

No, there is nothing whatsoever to be gained by
doubting the reality of Moses.Whoever he was,
whether he really did look like Charleston Heston,
whether he was drawn in infancy from a floating
basket in the Nile, whether he really lived to be
one hundred and twenty without his sight failing
and his vigor abating (Deuteronomy 34: 7), the
enormous and enduring impact he made upon
human history speaks resoundingly about his
reality.Someone real, someone charismatic,
someone indomitable, some fallible flesh and
blood man possessed of a burning passion,
someone who answered to the name of Moses,
does occupy a place of prominence in this story
and in history as a whole.  
 

Another thing to consider about the biblical
landscape we are overflying is that it isn’t exactly
what it appears to be. It isn’t history as we know
it. 

For those of us who live three thousand years
later, the word ‘history’ implies a review of
human activities and events through the course
of time. It is a chronological record of what
people have done and are doing. We make that
assumption because it is we who are in control of
history. It is we who wage wars, sign peace
treaties, invent things, and travel to the moon.
We ordinary people write history every day just
by the products we buy and the ballots we cast.   
But the biblical historical landscape is different in
a subtle way. In the Bible, history is about what
God is doing.God is the critical active ingredient
in the unfolding of events and activities. Biblical
history is the story of how God works in
mysterious ways, his wonders to perform. To be
sure, God recruits people and assigns special
roles for us to play in the divine drama.That’s
why, even to this day, we refer to a religious
livelihood as a vocation, a divine calling or
summons. 

To illustrate this, consider the God-centered
mindset that is so transparent in Acts 2: 43 – 47.
There it was the apostles who were preaching,
but the passage is not about what they were
doing. Notice the emphasis that it was the Lord
who was increasing the numbers of those being
saved!



That is also the case in biblical scenarios like the
one unfolding below us. Make no mistake about it.
Even if a drone camera had captured a video of
Moses raising his staff and commanding the Red
Sea to draw back, what was really happening
there was that the Lord God was using his mighty
hand and outstretched arm to save the Israelites
from slavery. 

Observing the way God characteristically
confounds wickedness, disasters, and failures by
causing them to serve his good purposes is as
humbling as watching a teenager … you know, the
kind that can write a text message on a miniscule
keyboard with her thumbs faster than I can even
think … solve a Rubik’s Cube puzzle. In her flying
fingers, the twists and moves she makes appear to
be chaotic and hopeless because every success
she achieves with one tile is immediately nullified
when the next move changes everything on the
cube. Yet suddenly, with one final triumphant
flourish, she brings everything together and holds
out a cube with six perfect sides. That’s the way
God brings us to ‘the fullness of time’. 

So do not be distressed when every apparent step
forward in our adventure seems to involve an
equal and opposite backstep. That’s not unusual
when we are dealing with God. But as Yogi Berra
once commented, “It ain’t over ‘till it’s over”. 

Ah, but we are approaching Mt. Sinai, the
Mountain of God. This is where Moses first met
God in the fire of a bush that was burning but not
consumed. (Exodus 3). Here the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob finally disclosed his personal
name and gave permission for it to be shared with
the people. 

It was on their journey toward the mountain,
barely a day or so into their great adventure, that
the Israelites began to exhibit the
obstreperousness that would come to
characterize them for the next forty years.
(Exodus 15: 22 – 17: 7). 

 But it was upon their arrival at the mountain that
the main event of the entire enterprise began to
unfold.This is where the rag tag assembly of
former slaves became ‘a people’. Even more
specifically, it is where they became God’s
“chosen” people.This is where they entered into a
formal and exclusive contract with the God they
were beginning to know, the God they had cause
to thank for their very lives and freedom even
though they hadn’t yet accumulated any warm
and fuzzy feelings about him, and whom they still
feared because he was too dangerous to
approach. 

Core Sample # 1: 
The Ten Commandments (the Decalogue)

 

We are familiar with the Ten Commandments.
Those of the older generation among us were
required to memorize them and recite them
verbatim to the bishop before he would deign to
Confirm us.Yes, they were a tough assignment in
ancient and modern times alike! 

We also know the precise contents of the
decalogue as it is preserved in Exodus 20: 3-17,
and we know the delivery event did not go off
exactly without incident!Their tablet devices were
broken in delivery even before the people got to
use them for the first time!    



Exodus 32: 16 tells us the stone tablets were
“written on both sides, written on the front and
on the back. The tablets were the work of God,
and the writing was the writing of God, engraved
upon the tablets”. Evidently Cecile B. De Mille did
not bother to get technical biblical advice before
making his movie because he only let God
engrave the tablets on one side! 

Ironically, it seems Moses was the first person in
the world to break the Ten Commandments! In a
tantrum he threw the tablets down and smashed
them. See Ex 32: 19.  But fortunately the Lord was
obliging enough to replace the originals. See Ex.
34: 1-9.

As for the document itself, this is one of the
places where we are permitted to harbour mental
reservations. 

You see, there appears to have been some human
involvement in the preparation of the Ten
Commandments document. It bears an uncanny
likeness to legal documents, called ‘Suzerain
covenants’, that were commonly used in that era. 
The Suzerain covenant was used when a
conqueror asserted his rights and prerogatives
over his newly acquired subjects. Its purpose was
to establish on no uncertain terms that he was
now their legitimate ruler, to facilitate a peaceful
transition of power, and to ensure a quiescent
populace. 

To that end, subscribing to the covenant was
mandatory for the conquered people, and the
terms were non-negotiable.  The standard legal
form was as follows.  

a) The King or Ruler identified himself … as in “I am (………), your Lord
and master. 

 

b)  There followed a listing of the reasons the conquered people
had for being grateful and obliged to their new Lord and Master …

as in, “I rescued you from the tyrant who previously ruled over you
with an iron fist. In doing so I did not burn your crops or your cities.I

did not give my soldiers licence to abuse any of you or to plunder
and loot. And I did my very best to minimize collateral damage”.  

 

c)  The conditions of the covenant were itemized. 
~ Typically, these would have specified the obligation of the

peasants to accept and honour their new king, henceforth to be
loyal to him, to have no further dealings whatever with their former

king, and not to consort treasonously with any other king.
~ That would have been followed by details relating to taxes,

obligations to serve the king at his behest, and other obligations
relating to domestic or public matters.  

 

d)  There would have been information about rewards and/or
punishments.

 

e)  The king would assure his own faithfulness to the covenant by
swearing to it by his gods.  

 

With that template in mind, consider the
Decalogue as a covenant document. 

a)  I am the Lord your God. 

b)  It was I who brought you out of the land of 
 Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

c)  There are ten itemized conditions. They are
mandatory and non-negotiable. 

Numbers 1-4 relate to the subjects’ duties to God,
beginning with “You shall have no other gods but
me”. 

Numbers 5-10 relate to the subjects’ duties to
their neighbours.All of these stipulations apply to
adults. For example, “Honor your father and your
mother” does not mean “Do as mommy and daddy
tell you”. Rather, it is a reminder to young adults
that the responsibility of caring for their elderly
parents in their declining years rests upon their
shoulders. 

d)  References to rewards and punishments are
implied in the enumeration of the terms, such as
“The Lord will not hold you guiltless if you take his
name in vain”. 

e)  In the decalogue, there is no swearing by
another god … because there are no other gods. 

Thus, by its form and content the decalogue is a
Suzerain covenant, and that casts it in a whole new
light. It has teeth.It is not a philosophical
document about right and wrong. It is not a list of
ten enlightened recommended ‘rules to live by’. It
is not a collection of ‘secrets for success’ in life.It
is not a few friendly ‘words for the wise’. 
Rather, it is a list of strict orders from
headquarters. It imposes ten rules to be obeyed or
suffer the consequences. It comes across as
legalistic and arbitrary rather than as gentle and
considerate, and as such it is not the kind of thing
we have come to expect from the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is far, far removed from that sublime passage in
Isaiah 55: 1 – 3 that reads, “Ho, everyone who
thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no
money, come, buy, and eat! Why do you spend
your money for that which is not bread, and your
labor for that which does not satisfy?” 
It is even farther removed from Jesus’ invitation,
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest”
(Matthew 11: 28). 



Core Sample # 2 
 The obnoxious behaviour of the people. 

There are numerous occasions during the sojourn in the wilderness when Moses berated the Israelites for
being a disobedient and “stiff-necked” people.And he had good reason to do so.

But on the other hand, they really do deserve an occasional kind thought from us. 
To their credit, the Israelites did dutifully endorse the Ten Commandments. They had precious little
choice about doing it, but they swallowed hard and did it. To that point, in their desperation to be
liberated from the cruel bonds of slavery they were prepared to do anything. They even followed Moses
across the Red Sea. And once across, with nothing but an inhospitable wilderness in front of them as far
as they could see, suddenly they felt trapped again.They felt as though they had jumped from the frying
pan into the fire. There was no going back. And there was no reason to move forward other than that
flimsy promise of a land flowing with milk and honey somewhere out there in a different place and
time.There was not even so much as a hint of information about their ETA.  
    

And besides, the allegedly benevolent God this Moses guy was consorting with was turning out to be very
scary! (Exodus 20: 18 – 21).  The people felt they had been royally duped. So even before Moses got back
down the mountain with the covenant tablets in his hands, the people resorted to their old pagan ways.
(Exodus 32: 1-24). “Heh! All I did was throw gold into this fire, and out came this calf!”.   
Each time rebellions like that broke out, Moses managed to smooth things over, but the people’s
restlessness and uneasiness never abated entirely. Frequently upon their lips was the prayer, “How long,
O Lord?How long?” That was an ancient version of what some folks in our equally impatient generation
are inclined to ask …”Are we there yet?” or, “If not now, when? If no, why not?” 

 
 

But remember that we look at the Ten
Commandments from our privileged perspective
two thousand years after ‘the fullness of time’.
The Commandments were impressed upon
people living a thousand years and more even
before that.

At this point, God was dealing with a rabble of
slaves who understood only the language of rules
and punishments. They were not yet even
housebroken. As far as they knew, rules invariably
benefitted the overlords and the Pharaoh.They
did not yet know that when many people live in
community, expectations about things like a
common focus, fairness, honesty, mutual care,
and shared values serve the best interests of all
concerned. 

But they would learn, and the Ten
Commandments were a first step forward for
them. 



 Core Sample # 3: 
The Tent of Meeting, and the Ark of the Covenant. 

It became obvious to God very early in the migration that he had to update his method of
communicating with Moses. From the beginning, when God wanted to speak to Moses, he simply
messaged him to come to the office, so Moses had to climb all the way to the top of the mountain
again and then cool his heels until God was ready to receive him. (Ex. 24: 9-17). But that system
would only work for as long as the people stayed close to the mountain. When the time came for
them to move on toward the Promised Land, a different method would be put in place. 

To simplify things and make it possible for the Lord to travel with the people, he directed Moses to
construct a large tent, appropriately called a ‘Tent of Meeting’ (Ex. 39: 32). It turned out to be a
rather elaborate tent, but it was portable … in pieces (Ex. 36: 8 – 39: 31). God also directed the
construction of an elaborate box known as The Ark of the Covenant (37: 1-9). As well as being a
repository for the stone tablets, it served as a ‘Mercy Seat’, God’s earthly throne.  

Keep your eyes on this Tent of Meeting. In the course of time it will evolve from being a meeting
place with no fixed address, to being a semi-permanent cultic shrine, to being the permanent stone
temple Kings David and Solomon built, and eventually to being the even more elaborate Temple in
Jerusalem where Mary and Joseph presented the child Jesus to the Lord (Luke 2: 22-24),where Jesus
as a boy mingled with the venerable teachers of the Law (2: 41-51), and where as an adult he
overturned the tables of the money-changers (John 2: 13-16).      



Core Sample # 4: 
The Cloud

Notice that in the Exodus story and throughout the bible, God is always shrouded in mystery. He is
present in the fire of a burning bush, obscured in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, is
veiled in cloud when he speaks with Moses on the mountain, and comes to the Tent of Meeting
enveloped in a dense cloud.   

It is one of the most noticeable and commendable things about the earliest generations of our faith
family, and the feature that most starkly distinguished Israelites from pagans, that they did not engage
in idolatry. Their abhorrence of doing so is reflected in Commandment # 2, and the refusal to ‘worship
idols’ and thus to reduce God to something tangible still applies to this day. Accordingly, even in our
theological discourse and worship we ‘define’ God not by what ‘he’ (apologies for the masculine) is, but
‘via negativa’ … by what he is not. God is in-visible, im-mortal, in-effable, im-material, in-finite, im-
mutable etc.  That explains why, even in the New Testament, God’s voice may be heard, or angels may
serve as messengers of God, but on the mountain of Jesus’ transfiguration God’s presence is known by
the overshadowing cloud (Mark 9: 2-7).         



Core Sample # 6: 
The Passing of an entire generation

Here, at the conclusion of our aerial reconnaissance flight, we come to what was apparently the real
reason the journey to the land of Promise occupied a full span of forty years. In the course of that
time, the generations of those who had made their escape from Egypt, ie: those who still harboured
fond memories of ‘The Good Old Days and agitated to go back to them, died out. 

Chief among those who were not permitted to set foot on the Promised Land was Moses, the one
person who had been privileged to know the Lord face to face (Deut. 34: 10). He, too, remembered a
former time, but was not permitted to infect the Promised Land with those memories. 
With Moses’ death that whole ugly chapter passed out of living memory. And after all the hardships of
the journey, all the contentiousness, and all the discouragements, it is heartwarming to observe the
profound respect with which he was remembered by those whom he had led (Deuteronomy 34).   
Picture it.The people had entered the wilderness through the waters of the Red Sea. Now their
children and grandchildren were poised to enter the Promised Land through the flow of the river
Jordan. 

Before their toes get damp, Moses withdraws from them and climbs to the top of yet another
mountain, Mt. Pisgah, where he stands Silhouetted against the sky.Before his eyes the Promised Land
spreads out beckoningly, green and lush as far as the western sea. His eyes water, but we will never
know if they are tears of emotion, of disappointment, or just the result of the west wind in his face. 
Far below he sees the people he has midwifed into being. They raise their thousands of arms toward
him in a final gesture of respect. He raises his arms over them in a final gesture of blessing. Then
Moses turns and, without looking back, walks out of the scene toward the destiny God has prepared
for him. And the people turn and splash their way across the river to the commencement of a new
adventure. 

They went forward as a distinct people who were covenanted to God. They had a ‘Constitution’
document known as ‘The Ten Commandments’.They knew by experience that God was merciful … to
them at least (Psalm 135).  And they had the skeletal rudiments of a religion: some rituals, some
artifacts, some commemorations like the Passover and, of course, their portable shrine. 
Though not yet a ‘great’ people, they were at least in the initial stages of becoming one, and they were
well and truly on their way toward ‘the fullness of time’.  

Core Sample # 5: 
A curious human propensity

Even allowing for the fact that the migration through the wilderness was not like an evening stroll in a
park, it’s still surprising to observe how contentiously the Israelites campaigned to return to Egypt
(Numbers 11: 1-15).  Their clamouring was sufficiently intense to drive poor old long-suffering Moses to
the point of his desperate prayer, “Please just kill me now!”.  

Or is it really all that surprising? We can observe the same tendency in ourselves. Especially as we
grow older, we tend to demonstrate our cognitive dysfunction by glamorising ‘the good old days’ while
dismissing from our minds all the hardships about them that were not so good at all. 





Advent & Christmas Services
 

 
Advent I: Sunday 27 November

7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist

followed by
6:30 pm BBQ and 

7:00 pm 'switching on the lights'
Do join us for this special event!

 Advent II: Sunday 4 December
7:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist

 Advent III: Sunday 11 December
("Gaudete Sunday")  also: Christmas Tree Day

7:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist

 Advent IV: Sunday 18 December
7:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist

 

Christmas Eve: Saturday 24 December
7:00 pm "Blessing of Crib" with Carols and Holy Eucharist

(a great service for all the family)
11:30 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day: Sunday 25 December
7:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist

Midweek Eucharists 
Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

& 
Thursdays at 12:00 noon

continue until Thursday 22 December

at St Peter's

Christmas


