
Key Notes: 15 & 22 January 2023
Epiphany II & Epiphany III

Annibale Carracci, St John the Baptist bearing witness, c 1600



When things happen
 
 

I’m not a great one for ‘New Year’s Resolutions,’
probably because I usually find myself
incapable of keeping them. That failing aside, I
still spend some time in prayer at the beginning
of each year trying to imagine what we might
hope to ‘achieve’ as a parish in 2023. I am
mindful that language that uses words like
‘achieve’ or ‘goals’ or even ‘aims’ is managerial
in its nature. There is, of course, nothing wrong
with management terminology and anyone who
has known me longer than five minutes will
attest to the fact that I like nothing more than
thinking and talking strategically (possibly a
hangover from my military days?)

The point is, though, I am finding more and
more that parish ministry isn’t about
‘management’ and clever terminology and
techniques. These things help, sure, but Priestly
leadership, as I am experiencing it, is much
more about patiently waiting for the will of God
to be discerned. This should not be confused
with inactivity – or even laziness. Speaking
personally, I have always been much more
comfortable with busy-ness and activity than
quietly discerning and waiting. Sitting and
waiting is hard, much harder than it appears.
Yet in that discipline the grace of God is truly
discernable.

In the Church Office Christine and I have a
saying: “St Peter’s never fails to surprise.” Sure,
most days start out with routine matters that
must be dealt with, but then things happen.
Things could be almost anything: we learn that
someone has a new grandchild, someone has
had an accident(!), someone has finally gone
home from hospital, someone volunteers for a
task in the parish when we really were
wondering how that task would be
completed...you get the picture. When things
happen, God is at work. No amount of planning
can prepare us for these wonderful (and
sometimes worrying) events in the parish. 
In the light of this, let me express my
aspirations for the parish this year, fully
acknowledging that things are very much in
God’s hands

Firstly, this is the year when I pray that everyone
‘comes back.’ For three years we have been
advised to ‘stay away’ and for the safety of
everyone I accept that. But in many ways this
message has disrupted the ‘discipline (or habit)
of Church attendance’ for many. Sure, if you are
unwell, it is the responsible thing to stay home
and join us online (and we are still very much
committed to our online presence.) If you live at
some distance and can’t make Church you can
be assured that you are with us, and we are with
you. Yet theologically we must remind ourselves
that ‘communion’ requires being with each other
in worship if at all possible. Let’s make 2023 the
year that folk ‘come back.’ 

Secondly, in May of this year Christine will be
going part-time in the parish office. This will
bring very significant change to the life and
rhythm of the parish. I’m trying not to panic!
Rather, without wallowing in paralysis the
Wardens and I are deliberately waiting to see
what unfolds, what ‘things God will bring.’ 

Finally, our love for the great traditions of
Anglican worship at St Peter’s remains strong.
So, let’s see what we might do to enhance this
worship and elevate our liturgical offering to
God. We have wonderful Anglo-Catholic
traditions to guide us so we need not fear that
we will be “wandering about in the wilderness”
on this. 

Let me say for the record: your faithfulness as
parishioners is what God uses to make things
happen. Blessings to you all as we begin 2023.

                                            Fr Don



Notices for the New Year:

 Australia Day
 – following 12noon 

 Holy Eucharist 
Lamingtons, Tea & Coffee will be  served

 

Do you love to sing? 
Enjoy being part of a supportive community and
lifting your voice to the glory of God? St Peter's
Church Choir rehearsals begin for the year on
January 24th at 6:00pm. Whether you are an

experienced chorister or singing in a group for
the first time, we welcome you to join us on the

24th. For further information, please email
madison@stpetersgc.org.au

 

Hosting Duties at St Peter's
After a three-year hiatus (imposed by the pandemic) we would like to re-open the
Church doors during weekdays (Monday to Thursday, initially.) It’s been a while, so
allow me to outline what this means: we would like to open the Church doors during
the week from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon; this requires a ‘host’ to be seated inside the
Church to welcome visitors during this time.

A polite welcome and the provision of information about worship at St Peter’s is
really all that is required, oh, and don’t forget a warm and welcoming smile. Would
you like to go on a roster to undertake such duties? If so, please let Christine know.



~Sunday 15th January 2023~
 

The Candles in the Church are to the Glory of God and are given 
in loving memory of:

 

~Eileen Peters~
~ Jenny Walsh~

 



Meet "Winston" a friend for "Churchill," perhaps?

Or, do you have the ideal home for him..?



Congratulations to

Maddie & Luke

on your big day!

Friday 6 January 2023



Alain Corroy cuts the Epiphany Cake (baked by his own hand!) 



It's Epiphany, and parishioners gather for their slice of Epiphany Cake

Whoever gets the

slice with the

small token in it

gets to wear the

crown 



Jill gets to wear the

Galette de Rois! 



Bible Sudy begins this
Wednesday at 11:00 am

Interested in joining? 
talk to Christine or Fr Don 



Collects & Readings
 Isaiah 49: 1-7

1 Listen to me, O coastlands,
     pay attention, you peoples from far away!
 The Lord called me before I was born,
     while I was in my mother’s womb he named
me.
2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
     in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
 he made me a polished arrow,
     in his quiver he hid me away.

3 And he said to me, ‘You are my servant,
     Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’
4 But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain,
     I have spent my strength for nothing and
vanity;
 yet surely my cause is with the Lord ,
     and my reward with my God.’

5 And now the Lord says,
     who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
 to bring Jacob back to him,
     and that Israel might be gathered to him,
 for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord ,
     and my God has become my strength—
6 he says,
 ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my
servant
     to raise up the tribes of Jacob
     and to restore the survivors of Israel;
 I will give you as a light to the nations,
     that my salvation may reach to the end of the
earth.’

7 Thus says the Lord ,
     the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
     the slave of rulers,
 ‘Kings shall see and stand up,
     princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
 because of the Lord , who is faithful,
     the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’

Sunday 15 January 2023 ~ Epiphany II

Psalm 40, 1-12 
R  Behold, I come to do your will, O God. 

1   I waited patiently upon the Lord; he stooped
to me and heard my cry.
2   He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of
the mire and clay;
he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my
footing sure.
3  He put a new song in my mouth, a song of
praise to our God; many shall see, and stand in
awe and put their trust in the Lord. R

4   Happy are they who trust in the Lord!
they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false
gods.
5   Great things are they that you have done, O
Lord my God! how great your wonders and your
plans for us!
there is none who can be compared with you.
6   Oh, that I could make them known and tell
them! but they are more than I can count. R

7  In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure
you have given me ears to hear you;
8   Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not
required, and so I said, “Behold, I come.
9   In the roll of the book it is written concerning
me: ‘I love to do your will, O my God;
your law is deep in my heart.’” R

10   I proclaimed righteousness in the great
congregation; behold, I did not restrain my lips;
and that, O Lord, you know.
11   Your righteousness have I not hidden in my
heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and
your deliverance;
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness
from the great congregation.
12   You are the Lord; do not withhold your
compassion from me;
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe
for ever. R



1 Corinthians 1: 1-9

1   Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus
by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those
who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints, together with all those who in every
place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
both their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 4 I give thanks to my God always for you
because of the grace of God that has been
given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you
have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you
to the end, so that you may be blameless on the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful;
by him you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

 
 

Collect of Epiphany II
 

Almighty God,
whose Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,

is the light of the world:
may your people,

illumined by your word and sacraments,
shine with the radiance of his glory,
that he may be known, worshipped,
and obeyed to the ends of the earth;

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

John 1: 29 - 42

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him
and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I
said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of
me because he was before me.” 31 I myself did
not know him; but I came baptizing with water for
this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’
32 And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.
33 I myself did not know him, but the one who
sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is
the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34 And
I myself have seen and have testified that this is
the Son of God.’ 35 The next day John again was
standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here
is the Lamb of God!’ 37 The two disciples heard
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When
Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to
them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to
him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher),
‘where are you staying?’ 39 He said to them,
‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was
staying, and they remained with him that day. It
was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One
of the two who heard John speak and followed
him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He
first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We
have found the Messiah’ (which is translated
Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who
looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of
John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is
translated Peter).



Collects & Readings
Sunday 22 January 2023 ~ Epiphany III

Isaiah 9: 1-4

1 But there will be no gloom for those who were in
anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them
light has shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. 4 For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of
their oppressor,  you have broken as on the day of
Midian.

Psalm 27: 5 - 13  
R The Lord is my light and my salvation

 
5   One thing have I asked of the Lord;one thing I
seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord                      
all the days of my life;                                                     
 6   To behold the fair beauty of the Lord and to
seek him in his temple. R
 
7   For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe
in his shelter;he shall hide me in the secrecy of his
dwelling  and set me high upon a rock.                      
 8   Even now he lifts up my head above my
enemies round about me. R
 
9   Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation                        
with sounds of great gladness; I will sing and make
music to the Lord.                                                          
 10   Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call;have
mercy on me and answer me. R
 
11   You speak in my heart and say, ‘Seek my
face.’Your face, Lord, will I seek.                                
 12   Hide not your face from me, nor turn away
your servant in displeasure                                                                           
13   You have been my helper;cast me not away;                                                                                                                          
do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.  R

The Collect of Epiphany III
 

Loving God,
the light of the minds that know you,

the life of the souls that love you,
and the strength of the hearts that serve you:

help us so to know you that we may truly love you,
and so to love you that we may faithfully serve you,

whose service is perfect freedom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 



1 Corinthians 1: 10-18

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
should be in agreement and that there should be
no divisions among you, but that you should be
united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11
For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people
that there are quarrels among you, my brothers
and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you
says, ‘I belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I
belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to Christ.’ 13 Has
Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you?
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I
thank God that I baptized none of you except
Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that
you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize
also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I
do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17
For Christ did not send me to baptize but to
proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be
emptied of its power. 18 For the message about
the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God

 Matthew 4: 12 - 25

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been
arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by
the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,
14 so that what had been spoken through the
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15 ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
     on the road by the sea, across the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people who sat in darkness
     have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of
death
     light has dawned.’

17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.’ 

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew
his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they
were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, ‘Follow
me, and I will make you fish for people.’ 20
Immediately they left their nets and followed him.
21 As he went from there, he saw two other
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, in the boat with their father Zebedee,
mending their nets, and he called them. 22
Immediately they left the boat and their father,
and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom and curing every disease and
every sickness among the people. 24 So his fame
spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to
him all the sick, those who were afflicted with
various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics,
and paralytics, and he cured them. 25 And great
crowds followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis,
Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.



Antony of Egypt ~ January 17
Abbot

Antony was one of the earliest leaders of the
monastic movement in the church, and did much
to popularise this style of Christian discipleship
in the third and fourth centuries.

He was born in 251 in Egypt. His parents died
while he was young, and he and his younger sister
inherited the family estates. Six months later,
Antony listened to the gospel passage, “Go, sell
your possessions, and give the money to the
poor” (Matthew 19-21), and determined to do
likewise. He made provision for his sister and
then became an anchorite (a solitary ascetic). He
withdrew to a desert area to live a life of strict
prayer, labour, and fasting, providing for his
needs by gardening and making mats.

Antony was not the first Christian ascetic, but his
lifestyle had a great appeal in the late third and
early fourth centuries as a model for the
committed Christian. In a world which saw
civilisation in terms of the cities, the desert was
the haunt of demons. With the growing
popularity of Christianity, the earnest zeal of
some Christians, which had led to martyrdom
under persecution, now found a new outlet in
carrying the fight with evil into the desert. Such a
movement was enhanced by the growing
totalitarianism of society in the Roman Empire,
battened down for survival; the desert offered a
viable alternative. The ascetic movement also
gained favour from the basic Platonism of the
age, which valued things of the mind and spirit
much more highly than the body. The body and
its needs were to be subject to the soul.

Athanasius greatly popularised the ascetic
movement in his Life of Antony.In this work, he
presents the anchorite as a hero of Christian life,
in triumphant battle with evil and in the
integration of life, brought about when the body
is truly disciplined to serve the purposes of the
soul devoted to God.

People began journeying out into the desert to
see Antony. His first reaction was to go even
further into the desert. His advice to people was
simple yet profound, direct and to the point,
refreshing in its brevity and full of commonsense.
Once someone asked him, “What rules must I
keep in order to please God?” 

Antony replied, “Carefully observe what I tell you:
Wherever you go, have God always in your mind’s
eye; whatever you do, do it after the example of
the holy Scriptures; in whatever place you live, be
in no hurry to leave. If you keep these three rules,
you will be saved.”

In 305 he agreed to leave his cave and established
a “monastery”, a group of cells lived in by those
who wished to follow his ascetic life. He wrote for
them a basic set of rules for personal discipline
and for community living. The community aspect
lay almost solely in common worship. Antony was
described as balanced, gentle, caring, and radiant
with God’s love. Solitude made him compassionate
and gave him a “serenity of manner”. “He was a
man of grace and urbanity. His speech was
seasoned with divine wisdom.” His own personal
preference for the solitary life led him to withdraw
from the community to the desert again from
about 310.He visited Alexandria to encourage
those facing persecution at the beginning of the
fourth century. Later, in the theological
controversies over the Trinity, he again visited
Alexandria at the age of ninety to give support to
his friend Athanasius in his battle for the Nicene
party again the Arians. True to his solitary
vocation, he asked to be buried in a place known
to no-one. He died peacefully in 356.



John Chrysostom ~ 27 January
Bishop and Teacher

John was born in Antioch in 347 AD. He is
known as “Chrysostom,” meaning "golden-
mouthed" in Greek, an epithet that denotes his
celebrated eloquence.
 

His father was a high-ranking military officer,
who died soon after his birth and he was raised
by his mother. He was baptised in c 368. As a
result of his mother's influential connections in
the city, John began his education under the
pagan teacher Libanius. From Libanius, John
acquired the skills for a career in rhetoric, as
well as a love of the Greek language and
literature. 

Eventually, he became a lawyer. As he grew
older, however, John became more deeply
committed to Christianity and went on to study
theology under Diodore of Tarsus, founder of
the re-constituted School of Antioch.
According to the Christian historian Sozomen,
Libanius was supposed to have said on his
deathbed that John would have been his
successor "if the Christians had not taken him
from us".

John lived in extreme asceticism and became a
hermit in about 375; he spent the next two
years continually standing, scarcely sleeping,
and committing the Bible to memory. As a
consequence of these practices, his stomach
and kidneys were permanently damaged and
poor health forced him to return to Antioch.

In Antioch, over the course of twelve years
(386–397), John gained popularity because of
the eloquence of his public speaking at the
Golden Church, Antioch's cathedral, especially
his insightful expositions of Bible passages and
moral teaching. The most valuable of his works
from this period are his homilies on various
books of the Bible. He emphasised charitable
giving and was concerned with the spiritual and
temporal needs of the poor. He spoke against
abuse of wealth and personal property:

Do you wish to honour the body of Christ? Do
not ignore him when he is naked. Do not pay him
homage in the temple clad in silk, only then to
neglect him outside where he is cold and ill-clad.
He who said: "This is my body" is the same who
said: "You saw me hungry and you gave me no
food", and "Whatever you did to the least of my
brothers you did also to me"... What good is it if
the Eucharistic table is overloaded with golden
chalices when your brother is dying of hunger?
Start by satisfying his hunger and then with
what is left you may adorn the altar as well.

His time in Antioch was marred by the
theological and political divisions of his day and
much of his energy was given over to combating
resurgent paganism. This was always fraught
with danger and he would soon find himself
paying a heavy price for his ministry.
 

In the autumn of 397, John was appointed
Archbishop. He had to leave Antioch in secret
due to fears that the departure of such a popular
figure would cause civil unrest. His time in
Constantinople would be more tumultuous than
his time in Antioch.

During his time as archbishop he adamantly
refused to host lavish social gatherings, which
made him popular with the common people, but
unpopular with wealthy citizens and the clergy.
His reforms of the clergy were also unpopular.
He told visiting regional preachers to return to
the churches they were meant to be serving –
without any pay-out. Also, he founded a number
of hospitals in Constantinople. On more than one
occasion John found himself being exiled from
Constantinople, returning after popular outcry
against his treatment.

Finally, in 405, he was banished from
Constantinople to the town of Cucusus (Göksun)
in Cappadocia (modern Turkey). Then again, from
there to Pityus (in modern Georgia). He never
reached Georgia, dying in Northern Turkey in
September 407. His last words are said to have
been "Δόξα τῷ Θεῷ πάντων ἕνεκεν" ('Glory be to
God for all things').
                                     (source: Wikipedia, abridged) 
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Thomas Aquinas  ~  January 28
Teacher of the Faith

Thomas Aquinas was the outstanding thinker and
teacher of his own period, and among the
greatest of all time. He was born in 1225 to well-
to-do and ambitious parents, who sent him to the
abbey of Monte Cassino in the expectation that
the might prosper and even become abbot.

 Thomas developed a profound religious faith,
but, while studying in Naples, he became
interested in the new evangelical enthusiasm of
the friars with their commitment to poverty and
hard work in the emerging cities. That was not at
all to his family’s liking, and they imprisoned him
at home in Roccasecca for a year, before giving up
in the face of Thomas’ determination. 

In 1244 Thomas joined the Dominicans and went
to Paris. He spent the rest of his life mainly in
university circles in France and Italy, writing
prolifically, preaching and debating. He died in
Italy in 1274 at the age of forty-nine. His writings
are marked by the equable tone in which he
conducts a debate. There are no polemics, only a
passionate commitment to underlying principles
and a focus on the argument, never on the
person. He is well named “the angelic doctor”, not
just for the depth of his thought, but for the
irenical spirit of his writings.

His life and his enormous output of writings mark
a turning-point in the medieval church. The new
friars carried the gospel into the new towns. They
also took over the universities, much to the
annoyance of the existing teachers, who were
locked into the old ways of hierarchical order and
monastic isolationism. Thomas was also at the
centre of the new theology.

Traditional theology was dominated by a Platonist
outlook that distrusted the senses and found
truth in ideas and spiritual reality. The
rediscovery of Aristotle, for whom the senses are
the basis of all human knowledge, led to a new
way of understanding the world. Most theologians
reacted against the new ideas. A few welcomed
them boldly, to the point where revelation and
knowledge of God were unrelated to general
human knowledge.

 

Thomas accepted the Aristotelian starting point
for human knowledge, and thus endorsed the
scientific exploration of the world. But Thomas
also saw the limits of human reason. There are
matters of faith that are not dependent on the
senses. Nevertheless, there is only one truth that
encompasses both. Therefore, it can be
maintained that faith is not irrational, and that
the world is expressive of divine truth.

Thomas’ ideas were radical and, for a time,
regarded by many as heretical. His own profound
religious faith and the link he saw between faith
and reason gave him a deep interest in the
sacraments, where spiritual and physical so
obviously meet. His eucharistic hymns are still
sung. 
                                                                                              (source: "For All the Saints"



 "St Peter’s Church Southport, is a welcoming,
hospitable community committed to the worship of
God in beauty and holiness in the classical Anglican

tradition."
 

You can find out more about us at
www.stpetersgc.org.au


