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Sunday 15th May 2022 ~ Sunday 29th May 2022 ~ 5th - 7th of Easter



Touch wood (and yes, I’m touching my head as I say
this...) we are now approaching something like what
‘normality’ will be in the Church post-Covid. It would
be a great relief (not to mention extremely
convenient) if we could flick a switch and go back to
the way things were. However, we are all a little too
cautious to think that anything will be that straight
forward. As you read this, I will be on leave. Upon
return we (being myself, Christine, Wardens, and
Parish Council) will work to embed this new normal.
Alas, it is not as easy as flicking the switch. What
might we look forward to and what are the
differences to ‘the pre-pandemic normal’ that we
might expect? Much is to be worked out, but this is
what we hope to achieve: 

Firstly, ‘sharing the common cup’ is an important
theological and liturgical step that I have been eager
to take. After all, there has been no time in the two-
thousand-year history of the Church (that I am
aware of) that such a constraint has been applied.
This is not a criticism of our Church or Health
authorities, but it is a heartfelt yearning,
nevertheless.  

So, what will this entail? We will need to retrain all
our Liturgical Assistants on COVID-safe practices.
This will in turn require a review of our Sanctuary
practices in general. Online streaming (resulting
from the early days of covid restrictions) had a
direct impact on how our sanctuary team is
composed and ordered. Time to establish ‘the new
norm’ in this vital area of St Peter’s worship.  
Please remember the guidelines provided by the
Diocese. Once we return to sharing the Common
Cup, ‘intinction’ (I.e., the dipping of the wafer in the
wine) will not be permitted. This is because it is
deemed to be a health risk. On the other hand,
receiving the common cup is deemed to be of very
low risk in terms of transmission of the Covid virus.
That said, it is not compulsory to receive the
eucharist in ‘both kinds,’ I.e., you may choose to
receive the bread/the body of Christ only. If you
choose to do so, please be assured that you are
receiving the full benefit of this sacrament.   

Secondly, catering and hospitality. We do look
forward to more social events but again, we need to
manage this carefully going forward. The strict rules
introduced around Covid safety and cleaning have not
actually changed in two years(!) Many of our catering
practices will need to reset in the light of this and
again, this will take some adjustment and training. 

Thirdly, I am missing many of the young families of
the pre-Covid era. Our ‘SPARK’ kids are still out there I
am very keen to see where they are all at two years
on. To this end, as I have already signaled, we need a
dedicated ‘Christian Formation’ person. It is a part-
time ‘job’ but a vital one I believe as we go forward – if
you are interested in such a position and would like to
discuss it further, please do contact Christine in the
parish office to discuss this. 

But, as I say, I am on holiday as you read this and so
you can imagine me sunning myself on a beach
somewhere in NZ drinking Kiwi ale...or not. Blessings
all. 

                  Fr Don 

The 'new' normal



The Meeting
Sometimes I am amazed at how vivid and enduring
memories can be. I do not understand why the
mind remembers some things and forgets others. It
astonishes me that even a childhood memory can
be as detailed and clear as if it happened only
yesterday. I am reluctant to speak about a vivid
childhood memory of my own, lest by doing so I
reveal some dark inner truth about myself that
even I don’t know. But I’ll risk it.     

I clearly remember the first sermon I ever saw. My
guess is that I would have been between six and
eight years old. We were visiting in the home of a
couple with whom Mother and Dad were friendly.
Mother and Elsie enjoyed the opportunity to visit,
while Dad and Bud exhausted the afternoon
happily arguing about religion, Bud because he was
fanatically religious, and Dad because he was just
naturally argumentative. He always enjoyed a
vigorous bout of recreational disagreeing, and
never changed his mind on any subject. But by
some devious means, on that day Bud managed to
persuade Dad to accompany him to a ‘meeting’ that
was to be held that evening in the one-room
country schoolhouse just a mile or so away. 
I have never understood what possessed Dad to
take me with him to that meeting, but he did.I have
always reckoned it to be one of his epic parenting
failures.     

What I remember of the early portion of the
‘meeting’ is that it was scary. There was some
enthusiastic singing, during which a lot of adults
behaved oddly, waving their arms, crying out, and
moaning.One woman was convulsing on the floor,
but no one went to help her! 

But all of that ended abruptly when the back door
was flung open and there were loud voices of men
struggling to accomplish something strenuous.  It
was at that very same moment that a miraculous
healing occurred right there in that humble
schoolhouse! The unfortunate woman in the
agonies of convulsions was wondrously healed and
instantly relieved of her tribulation! Her spasms
ceased, and she leapt up from the floor to join the
crowd of other spectators all of whom were craning
their necks to see what was happening behind
them.

Fr Dale, our
contributing priest,
provides a unique
insight into a
'sermon' like no
other



There at the back door, several men were struggling
to carry someone in on a stretcher, while inside the
school, the music and moaning gave way to a
profound hush, for the man on the stretcher even
frightened the people who had been frightening me.
 

The new arrival was a horribly wasted and twisted
human being. His bare arms and legs were scarcely
more than skin stretched over bones and joints, and
they were disturbingly twisted and abnormal. His
spine was crooked. His facial features were dreadfully
distorted, even as he struggled to smile. I do not know
what devastating illness, injury or accident of birth
could have been responsible for such a pitiable
human condition. All I know is that his arrival at the
‘meeting’ and his progress up the aisle, were more
arresting and impressive than any ceremonial
entrance and procession I have ever witnessed in
grand cathedrals. Seriously, you could have heard a
pin drop! 

The stretcher and its tragic occupant were borne to
the front of the classroom. The teacher’s desk was
hurriedly cleared, and the stretcher was placed upon
it. I have only to close my eyes to see it all clearly. The
man’s friends took a couple of moments to arrange
him as comfortably as possible on his right side, facing
us, though each effort to move him caused him to
gasp painfully. Some people in the crowd watched in
rapt silence, some began to weep, but many averted
their eyes and shifted nervously.
 

And then the man spoke. His voice was coarse,
rasping, and weak. He struggled to speak clearly, but
he could only manage three or four words at a time
before pausing to recover his breath. It took him far
more time to speak than it will take me to share what
he said. I believe I can still quote his opening words
verbatim. Beyond that I will need to summarise the
gist of his message, but the substance of what he said
is here. 

He said,“Look at me, people. I know I’m unpleasant to
look at. I know it’s easier for you to turn away, maybe
in kindness to me or to yourself, but I WANT YOU TO
LOOK at ME. Please look closely.” 



(Here is where I begin to precis his remarks). He said: 
“I know you came here today expecting to hear a
sermon. But I am not a preacher. I did not bring a
sermon for you because I AM the sermon. 
As you look at me, you will see I’m a person just like
you. I have arms, and legs, a head, and a body. I have
the same needs you have. I need to eat, to drink, and
to sleep. My body needs to function normally. I can
laugh. I can enjoy the company of friends. I can read,
and I can learn. I need other people to talk to. I need
someone to love, and I need to be loved. I’m just like
you!

The only difference between us is that my body will
not co-operate with my head. I would like to feed
myself, but my fingers refuse to hold a knife or spoon,
and my arms will not lift the fork to my mouth.I would
like to stand and walk, but my legs will not support
me, and my feet will not move. When no
communication takes place between a head and its
body, you end up with a helpless and dysfunctional
person like me. That’s what I mean when I offer myself
as a living, breathing parable. It tells you what
happens when a Church refuses to obey its head”. 

This is the point at which my memory of the ‘meeting’
ends abruptly. I am left to surmise that the ‘sermon’
went on to cite passages from the Bible that speak
about the ‘Headship’ of Christ. Surely he would have
referred to Colossians 1: 15-20 and Ephesians 1: 22-
23. As a very Bible-centered Protestant he may have
exhorted his listeners to obey Jesus’ instruction to
love our enemies and to follow the Golden Rule. Had
he been an Anglican he might have exhorted us to
observe the command, “Do this in remembrance of
me”. But regrettably I do not remember that part. Nor
did Dad fill in the blanks for me. He must have been
thoroughly flummoxed, for he never thereafter spoke
a word to me about it. 

I pay tribute to that man for the enormous courage it
took to present such a powerful, memorable, and
applicable ‘sermon’. 

I never plagiarized it during my own career, for I do
not have the disability to make it effective. 
In my hands it would have lacked the dramatic effect,
though I have held it in reserve to use, with due credit
given, in the unlikely event a dysfunctional incident
might ever occur in our Church. But I am retired now,
so I will not have occasion to use it. Hence, I pass it on
as something someone else might use to good effect. 

Dale



St Matthias the Apostle
May 14

Matthias was chosen by lot “to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned
aside” (Acts 1:25). This story reflects a very particular
understanding of the importance of the twelve
apostles and is quite different from Paul’s
understanding of apostleship, which is not confined
to the Twelve. In Luke’s view, the place of Judas had
now to be filled in order to restore the number of
apostles to twelve. The apostles belonged
necessarily to the first generation of believers. They
had been together throughout the Lord’s ministry,
from the baptism of John to the ascension (1:21-22).
According to Acts, there were two who had the
necessary qualifications: Joseph called Barsabbas,
also known as Justus, and Matthias. Matthias was
chosen by lot after prayer to become a witness with
the eleven to the resurrection.

The Twelve were unique. Judas proved false, and so
the vacancy had to be made up. There had to be
twelve apostles, for they were “to sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Luke 22:14,30).
Their vocation to be witnesses of the Lord’s
resurrection meant they had to belong to the
original generation (Acts 1:22). The casting of lots
ensures that Matthias is indeed the divine choice. 

A tradition known to Eusebius (a fourth century
Christian historian and Bishop) related that Matthias
was one of the seventy (Luke 10:1,17). This cannot
be proved, but is more likely than Clement of
Alexandria’s identification of him with Zacchaeus.

St Matthias (c. 1611) by Peter Paul Rubens

"For All 
the Saints"



           Dunstan                                      
May 19

Archbishop of Canterbury and Reformer

Dunstan was born in 909 at Boltonsborough, seven
kilometres from Glastonbury. He came from a family
with royal connections and received his education
from Irish monks at Glastonbury. In 923, when his
uncle Athelm became archbishop of Canterbury,
Dunstan joined his household. The following year
Athelm commended him to the new king, Athelstan,
and he served at court during a period marked by
strong European contact. However, his impressive
scholarship and considerable influence created
jealousy and he had to leave. While still a young
nobleman, he took monastic vows and returned to
Glastonbury.

In 939 Edmund became king of Wessex, and Dunstan
returned to court as his chaplain. Shortly afterwards,
the king, convinced that Dunstan’s prayers had saved
him from death, appointed him abbot of Glastonbury.
In the wake of the Danish invasions, religious life in
England was at a low ebb. Dunstan reformed the
monastery, insisting on close observance of the Rule
of St Benedict. Soon, under his leadership
Glastonbury became a centre of learning, attracting
many new members and triggering a whole new
creativity in the English church.

In 956 he was exiled as the result of some personal
hostility towards him from the royal court. He went
first to Flanders, then to a monastery in Ghent, where
he became acquainted with the reforms invigorating
monastic life on the continent. Recalled by King Edgar
in 957, he was appointed bishop of Worcester, then
bishop of London and in 960 archbishop of
Canterbury. With Edgar he planned and carried out a
thorough reform of both church and state largely
through a reformed monasticism.

The reforms begun at Glastonbury and developed in
the light of the continental reforms led Dunstan to
see that a specifically English monastic code was
needed. The Regularis Concordia (970) was drawn up
by Bishop Aethelwold, who took the leading role in
the monastic revival. This document also had
significance in the areas of liturgy, pastoral care and
education, and placed monasticism under royal
protection. 

The remarkable concord that existed between
king and archbishop declined somewhat after
Edgar’s death in 975, and Dunstan concentrated
more and more on his work at Canterbury.

Dunstan possessed great gifts of leadership and
organisation. He was widely respected because of
his transparent integrity and sincerity and
courage, and he never hesitated to rebuke even
kings when necessary. While archbishop, he
improved the education and discipline of the
secular clergy. He encouraged the use of Anglo-
Saxon in teaching and for the translations of the
Gospels. He was a remarkable person, at once a
man of ability and action, and also someone who
would spend long hours in prayer; he was also a
practical administrator and a gifted artist. The
extent of the popular affection in which he was
held was indicated by a spontaneous acclamation
of his saintliness upon his death in 988, despite
the fact that there was much active opposition to
the new monastic policy and many of its
implications.



The Venerable Bede Of Jarrow  
May 25

Teacher of the Faith

The Venerable Bede is remembered principally for
his Ecclesiastical History of the English People. His
talents reached far beyond that however, though it
remains his outstanding work and most significant
contribution to the story of the church.

Bede was born about 673 near Sunderland. At the
age of seven he was placed in the monastery at
Wearmouth under the care of Benedict Biscop.
Biscop had become the founder and abbot of
Wearmouth in 674, and developed there a great
centre of art and learning, based on the enormous
collection of books he gathered from his visits to
Rome and elsewhere. In 682 he founded the
monastery of Jarrow and placed Bede there under
the abbot, Ceolfrith. Bede spent the remainder of his
life at Jarrow, never travelling further from it than,
perhaps, Lindisfarne or York. Probably because of
exceptional progress in his studies, he was ordained
deacon at the age of 19. He was ordained priest
about 703 at the age of 30.

Bede used the library gathered by Benedict Biscop
and Ceolfrith to the full, and became the greatest
scholar of the western church of his time. He wrote
extensively on chronology and on the lives of the
saints and on the abbots of Wearmouth and Jarrow,
and provided extensive commentaries on Scripture,
based on earlier patristic writings. His works on
chronology are of significance because they helped
to establish the custom of dating events from the
birth of Jesus. The crown of his work was his
Ecclesiastical History. It is an outstanding work
because of Bede’s careful attention to sources and
his judicious and charitable treatment of
contentious points. It is, within the limits of the
information available to him, reliable and accurate.
For the sixth and seventh centuries it remains the
major source of English history.

The character of Bede is evident in his works: he was
an ardent and careful scholar. He did his work, he
says, “amid the observance of monastic discipline
and the daily singing in church”. He remained a
devout scholar to the end, dictating his vernacular
translation of John’s Gospel on his death-bed. He
died in 735. The title “Venerable” (meaning “revered”)
was ascribed to him more than a century later and
indicates the respect with which he was regarded.



Readings & Collects
Sunday 15 May ~  5th Sunday of Easter

 Acts 11: 1-18

1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in
Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the
word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem,
the circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, ‘Why
did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?’
4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, 5 ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at
it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey,
reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice
saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8 But I
replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or
unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 9 But a second
time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has
made clean, you must not call profane.” 10 This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up
again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men,
sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where
we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and
not to make a distinction between them and us.
These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had
seen the angel standing in his house and saying,
“Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter;
14 he will give you a message by which you and your
entire household will be saved.” 15 And as I began to
speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had
upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the
word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.” 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he
gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I that I could hinder God?’ 18 When they
heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God,
saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.’

Psalm 148  
 

R Sing to the Lord a new song.

1    Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights.
2   Praise him, all you angels of his;
praise him, all his host. R

3    Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars.
4   Praise him, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens. R

5    Let them praise the Name of the Lord;
for he commanded, and they were created.
6    He made them stand fast for ever and ever;
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.
7    Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea-monsters and all deeps;
8    Fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind doing his will; R

9    Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10   Wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and wingèd birds;
11   Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12   Young men and maidens,
old and young together. R

13   Let them praise the Name of the Lord,
for his name only is exalted,
his splendour is over earth and heaven.
14   He has raised up strength for his people
and praise for all his loyal servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near him.
Hallelujah! R



Revelation 21: 1-6

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
 ‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
 He will dwell with them;  they will be his peoples,
 and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe
every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more;
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
 for the first things have passed away.’ 5 And the one
who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am
making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for
these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6 Then he
said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I
will give water as a gift from the spring of the water
of life.

 John 13: 31 - 35

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son
of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him,
God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him
at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews
so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot
come.” 34 I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another. 35 By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.’

Collect of Easter 5
 

We behold your glory, O God,
in the love shown by your Son,

lifted up on the cross and exalted on high:
be glorified anew in the love we have for one

another
as disciples of the risen Lord Jesus,

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Sunday 22 May ~  6th Sunday of Easter

Psalm 67 
R Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the

peoples praise you. 
 

1   May God be merciful to us and bless us,
show us the light of his countenance and come to
us. R 

2   Let your ways be known upon earth, your
saving health among all nations. R

 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth. R

6 The earth has brought forth her increase;
may God, our own God, give us his blessing. R 

7 May God give us his blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of
him. R



Acts 16: 9-15

9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a
man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying,
‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ 10 When he
had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross
over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had
called us to proclaim the good news to them. 11 We
set sail from Troas and took a straight course to
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12 and
from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We
remained in this city for some days. 13 On the
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river,
where we supposed there was a place of prayer;
and we sat down and spoke to the women who had
gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a
worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was
from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.
The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what
was said by Paul. 15 When she and her household
were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay
at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us.

 Revelation 21: 10-14, 21 &  22:1-5

21 10 And in the spirit he carried me away to a
great, high mountain and showed me the holy city
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 
11 It has the glory of God and a radiance like a very
rare jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It has a
great, high wall with twelve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels, and on the gates are inscribed the
names of the twelve tribes of the Israelites; 13 on
the east three gates, on the north three gates, on
the south three gates, and on the west three gates.
14 And the wall of the city has twelve foundations,
and on them are the twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb. 22 I saw no temple in the city,
for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon
to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its
lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory
into it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by day—and
there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into
it the glory and the honour of the nations. 

27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone
who practises abomination or falsehood, but only
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
22 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the
water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the
middle of the street of the city. On either side of
the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of
fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there
any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4
they will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they
need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will
be their light, and they will reign for ever and ever.

Sunday 22 May ~  6th Sunday of Easter - continued

The Collect of the Sixth Sunday of Easter
 
 

Eternal God, giver of life,
in the breaking of the bread we know

the risen Lord.
May we who celebrate this holy feast
walk in his risen light and bring new

life to all creation.

 



 Acts 16: 16-34

16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer,
we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and
brought her owners a great deal of money by
fortune-telling. 17 While she followed Paul and us,
she would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most
High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.’ 18
She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very
much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I order
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’
And it came out that very hour. 19 But when her
owners saw that their hope of making money was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them
into the market-place before the authorities. 20
When they had brought them before the magistrates,
they said, ‘These men are disturbing our city; they are
Jews 21 and are advocating customs that are not
lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ 22 The
crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates
had them stripped of their clothing and ordered
them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had given
them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison
and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24
Following these instructions, he put them in the
innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an
earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors
were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened.
27 When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors
wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill
himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had
escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, ‘Do not
harm yourself, for we are all here.’ 29 The jailer called
for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling
before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them
outside and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’
31 They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved, you and your household.’ 32 They
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who
were in his house. 33 At the same hour of the night
he took them and washed their wounds; then he and
his entire family were baptized without delay. 34 He
brought them up into the house and set food before
them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that
he had become a believer in God.

Sunday 29 May ~ 7th Sunday of Easter 
Psalm 97  

R  Rejoice and give thanks to the Lord

1   The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice; let the
multitude of the isles be glad.
2   Clouds and darkness are round about him,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his
throne. R 

3   A fire goes before him and burns up his enemies
on every side.
4   His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees it
and is afraid.  R 

5   The mountains melt like wax at the presence of
the Lord, at the presence of the Lord of the whole
earth.
6   The heavens declare his righteousness, and all
the peoples see his glory.  R 

7   Confounded be all who worship carved images
and delight in false gods! Bow down before him, all
you gods.
8   Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah
rejoice, because of your judgements, O Lord.
9   For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.   R 

10  The Lord loves those who hate evil; he preserves
the lives of his saints and delivers them from the
hand of the wicked.
11  Light has sprung up for the righteous, and joyful
gladness for those who are true-hearted.
12  Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and give
thanks to this holy Name.   R 



Sunday 29 May ~ 7th Sunday of Easter ~ continued 

Revelation 22: 12-22

12 ‘See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to
repay according to everyone’s work. 13 I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the end.’ 14 Blessed are those who
wash their robes, so that they will have the right to
the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates.
15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and
fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and
everyone who loves and practises falsehood.
16 ‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this
testimony for the churches. I am the root and the
descendant of David, the bright morning star.’
17 The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let
everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone
who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the
water of life as a gift. 18 I warn everyone who hears
the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone
adds to them, God will add to that person the
plagues described in this book; 19 if anyone takes
away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God will take away that person’s share in the tree of
life and in the holy city, which are described in this
book. 20 The one who testifies to these things says,
‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints.
Amen.

John 17: 20-26

20 ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on
behalf of those who will believe in me through their
word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father,
are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us,
so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have
given them, so that they may be one, as we are one,
23 I in them and you in me, that they may become
completely one, so that the world may know that
you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also,
whom you have given me, may be with me where I
am, to see my glory, which you have given me
because you loved me before the foundation of the
world. 25 ‘Righteous Father, the world does not
know you, but I know you; and these know that you
have sent me. 26 I made your name known to
them, and I will make it known, so that the love with
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in
them.’

The Collect of the 7th Sunday of Easter
 

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that as we believe your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,

to have ascended into the heavens,
so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend,

and with him continually dwell;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
 



The flowers in the Church are to the Glory of God and in Loving memory of...

 
Beryl Margaret Young 
Nicola Anne Watson, 

                      Jean May Royle,                                                                                                                                
(15 May)

 
          Ian Alexander McDonald Short             

(22 May)
 

                Susan Dulcie Grieve,                                 
William Aubrey Cumming

 (29 May)
 
 
 

The candles in the Church are to the Glory of God and in loving memory of...

                James Gartside                         
(15 May)

&
     Pauline Claire Armstrong                        

(22 May)
 


