
"You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God""



HAPPY NEW YEAR
everyone! It is true that
 we all would have 
preferred a non-Covid 
start to the year. Sadly, 
it is not to be. Our 
longed-for borderless 
existence has come at 
a real price and we are now called upon to take
personal responsibility for this time when a
‘pandemic’ becomes ‘endemic.’ With heroic levels
of vaccination in our State, we are now (as of
Saturday 15 January) facing the future with more
freedom and more personal responsibility.
(Actually, I feel that most of us had already shown a
good measure of personal responsibility…I guess
we just need to show more.)   

As we have been warned, the new freedoms that
we have enjoyed since Christmas have opened the
floodgates to the Omicron variant, the full effects
of which we are going to experience over the
forthcoming weeks. This ‘flood’ coincides with the
opening of schools for the year and the Premier
has therefore directed a delay of two weeks. I am
no expert, but this seems sensible to me (although
it may create difficulties for the schools
themselves.)

I was hoping and praying for more parish
socializing this year, commencing with an Australia
Day BBQ here at the Church. However, it seems
prudent to delay socializing for the next fortnight
and to assess matters at the end of January. The
next event that I’d like to see as a ‘get together’ will
be ‘Shrove Tuesday’ (Tuesday 1 March). In the light
of the current situation, we will recommence our
regular parish rhythm next week, but with the
exception of Sunday services all others will be
online only.

Thank you for your stoicism dear friends. We
continue to pray for the sick and the vulnerable,
and you may wish to pray this prayer (courtesy of
the  Church of England) with me during your daily
prayers this fortnight.

Your in Christ

Fr Don
 
 

Our 'worship rhythm' for the next
two weeks:

Sundays - as normal, no change (masks
required) 

Wednesdays - 
10:00 Holy Eucharist (Online only)
11:00 Bible Study (Zoom only)

Thursdays
12:00 Holy Eucharist (Online only)

"Key Notes" 
Sunday 16 January 2022 ~ Epiphany II

& 
Sunday 23 January 2022 ~ Epiphany III

Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy

in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and

fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



Cathedrals
The face of the Canadian prairies has changed
dramatically. In the pioneer decades of the last
century, it became pockmarked by small towns
strung out along the railroad lines. Most of those
towns consisted of just a handful of homes, a
general store/postal counter, café, train station,
hotel and, of course, at least one of those grain
elevators that became such iconic symbols of this
part of the world.  In those days, most people lived
outside of town, on small ‘family farms’ of a
manageable size to be worked with horses. It was
from those small farms that wheat was hauled to
the elevators in horse-drawn wagons, to be sold
and then shipped on by rail. 

The old elevators are all gone now. Gone, too, are
the small towns that once existed because of
them, and the family farms that huddled around
them. Today, grain is trucked fifty or more miles to
the few viable towns that became trading and
shopping centers and that offer schools and
hospitals and, of course, a whole new generation
of modern, mechanized grain-handling facilities. 

But in their day, the elevators were often called
‘Cathedrals of the Prairies’ because they were
large, tall, and visible from miles around. They even
dwarfed the local churches and their modest
steeples. (Few of those were as large or as
attractive as St. Luke’s Anglican Church in
Canungra, Diocese of Brisbane, that I once saw
and photographed). 

But I always thought the honor of being likened to
Cathedrals would far better have been conferred
upon the gable-roofed barns that typified the old
family farms. They resembled churches far more
than those cold, hazardous, and unpleasantly
grain-dusty elevators ever could. 

Because of my familiarity with those barns while I
was growing up, I was never the least bit
scandalised by the thought of Jesus being born in
one of them. The fact that he was, always made
perfectly good sense to me.  Oh, I realise Jesus’
stable would have been little more than a shed,
but it would have had the same redeeming
qualities all barns have. 

The old rural barns of my youth looked somewhat
like cathedrals. They were substantial buildings, and
with the haylofts they were … well, lofty. Moreover,
the roofs were always topped by at least one cupola
and often two. Well admittedly those squatty
cupolas that provided air circulation for the barn
were not as tall or as graceful as steeples, but if you
let your imagination run wild you will appreciate
what I mean.  And while you are doing that, imagine
this. Our old barn had been assaulted by the strong
prevailing northwesterly winds for four decades, so
it was beginning to lean. My dad used half a dozen
old telephone poles to brace up the long south wall,
and the appearance … well again with a bit of
imagination … was not unlike that of Notre Dame
cathedral in Paris with its flying buttresses!    

Fr Dale reflects on 'the

Cathedrals of the

Prairies' 



Like churches, the barns served a variety of
functions. Their primary purpose was to be home
and shelter for the various animals, of course, and
they did that very well. They were places of rest for
the weary horses. They had mangers and troughs
for food and drink, and plenty of warm bedding
straw. They were places of healing where the hurt
and injured were tended, where anointings were
often administered, and where cows were relieved
of their burdens of milk.  And they were familiar
places. When the animals returned to the barn
from their pastures or fields at day’s end, they
behaved exactly as we Anglicans do when we go to
church. Invariably they went directly to the stall,
pen, or pew where they belonged. 

Like medieval cathedrals in former times, barns
could also be very human places.They were the
only buildings large enough to accommodate social
gatherings. Especially in the pioneer days, with a bit
of judicious tidying up they could become
community centers where ‘barn dances’ were held.
In fact, it was in one of those barns, at one of those
dances, that the young people who would one day
be my mother and dad met and were touched by
love.     
 

But even more, barns extend a welcome and
undiscriminating shelter to those in need, or to
those who have been turned away from other
doors. No creature of God is too poor, too shabby,
too marginalized, or too socially unacceptable to be
granted a place and some warmth in a barn. I
wonder if that was the whole point God was trying
to convey to us by arranging for Jesus to be born in
a stable. 

The undiscriminating hospitality of our barn was
certainly extended to animals of every kind.  In the
dead of winter when temperatures plummeted to
the minus 30 to 40 Fahrenheit range, it was not at
all uncommon for me to enter the barn and find
the dog sharing his bed and bodily warmth with his
natural antagonists, the several feral barn cats who
cuddled tightly beside him.  On one occasion I even
found a wild muskrat (like a small beaver) basking in
the deep warm straw close to an accommodating
cow. Why or how it came to be there, far from
where it should ever have been, I will never know.
But in the barn, it found a life-saving place to be.

Even for people, and even when circumstances are
not desperate, barns offer hospitality. In my younger
years, Hoboes (swagmen?) were not uncommon as
they travelled on foot in search of seasonal
employment. Under strict orders not to smoke inside
the barn, they were always welcomed to make
themselves a bed in the hayloft and to join the family
for breakfast before they left in the morning.    

Even aesthetically, barns always had a way of
reminding me of a church. On chilly mornings one
could see steam rising like incense from the warm
bodies of the cows as they stood awaiting their turn to
be milked, and that wafting incense rose during the
milking liturgy itself as the warm milk hit the cold
bucket I held between my knees. 



Because of its few small windows, the barn was
not a well lighted place, so the shadows of
darkness tended to hide there from the light
during our daylight hours.But to no avail. There
were innumerable cracks, knotholes and splits in
the walls and roof, and through them the sun
sent a thousand shafts and spears of light to
pierce the darkness and deny it any claim to
sovereignty. And even at night, the flickering
flame of my kerosene lantern always reminded
me of a light that shines in the midst of a sinister
darkness that encircles it but cannot quench it.
        

Thus, the Christmas Creche has always spoken
eloquently to me with its depiction of a stable
where sheep, lambs and a heifer look on
adoringly as the holy child and his parents accept
their gifts of humble hospitality and of a manger
to serve as a crib. 
It has often occurred to me that over the door of
every barn there should be the sign: 

"By Appointment to the King of Heaven."

Dale

Pictured: St Luke's, Canungra

Please pray for:
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pamela H, Pamela D, Faye, 
Sophie, Ken, John & Bob,  



For All the Saints
        Hilary         

Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher of the Faith
~ January 13 ~

Hilary of Poitiers wrote extensively on Scripture and
doctrinal issues. He was born in Poitiers of pagan
parents in the early fourth century and was given an
excellent education in Greek and Latin. He tells of his
acceptance of Christianity and eventual baptism at
the age of about thirty.

Around 350, by popular choice Hilary was elected
bishop of his home town. The church was seriously
divided at the time by theological controversy over
whether Christ’s divinity was full and unqualified, or
qualified to some extent. Those favouring the latter
interpretation (the Arians) had the backing of the
emperor, and their local supporters in Gaul forced
Hilary into exile under imperial condemnation from
356 to 360. Hilary made good use of his exile in
Phrygia to become familiar with the theology of the
eastern part of the church. As a result, he was able to
help easterners and westerners understand each
other.

Hilary had already been writing extensively on
Scripture, using mainly the typological interpretation
favoured by Origen (i.e., that the Old Testament
contains “types” of the New Testament gospel). He
now turned his attention to the defence of the full
divinity of Christ, in the tradition of Athanasius,
basing his arguments on Scripture. His major work is
his De Trinitate (On the Trinity).

Hilary wrote from exile to the emperor, pleading for a
fair trial and an opportunity of defending his
theological position. The emperor ignored him, but,
on the emperor’s death, Hilary returned to Poitiers to
a hero’s welcome. He succeeded in rallying like-
minded bishops in Gaul to the cause of the defence
of the theology espoused at Nicea in 325. He died
about 367, before seeing the triumph at
Constantinople in 381 of the “orthodoxy” he had
defended.

Hilary made a significant contribution to biblical
exegesis in the west, was important as an
intermediary between eastern and western theology,
and was greatly respected as a pastor of his people.



Antony of Egypt
Abbot

~ January 17~

Antony was one of the earliest leaders of the
monastic movement in the church, and did much to
popularise this style of Christian discipleship in the
third and fourth centuries.

He was born in 251 in Egypt. His parents died while
he was young, and he and his younger sister
inherited the family estates. Six months later, Antony
listened to the gospel passage, “Go, sell your
possessions, and give the money to the poor”
(Matthew 19-21), and determined to do likewise. He
made provision for his sister and then became an
anchorite (a solitary ascetic). He withdrew to a desert
area to live a life of strict prayer, labour, and fasting,
providing for his needs by gardening and making
mats.

Antony was not the first Christian ascetic, but his
lifestyle had a great appeal in the late third and early
fourth centuries as a model for the committed
Christian. In a world which saw civilisation in terms of
the cities, the desert was the haunt of demons. With
the growing popularity of Christianity, the earnest
zeal of some Christians, which had led to martyrdom
under persecution, now found a new outlet in
carrying the fight with evil into the desert. Such a
movement was enhanced by the growing
totalitarianism of society in the Roman Empire,
battened down for survival; the desert offered a
viable alternative. The ascetic movement also gained
favour from the basic Platonism of the age, which
valued things of the mind and spirit much more
highly than the body. The body and its needs were to
be subject to the soul.

Athanasius greatly popularised the ascetic
movement in his Life of Antony.In this work, he
presents the anchorite as a hero of Christian life, in
triumphant battle with evil and in the integration of
life, brought about when the body is truly disciplined
to serve the purposes of the soul devoted to God.

People began journeying out into the desert to see
Antony. His first reaction was to go even further into
the desert. His advice to people was simple yet
profound, direct and to the point, refreshing in its
brevity and full of commonsense. Once someone
asked him, “What rules must I keep in order to please
God?” Antony replied, “Carefully observe what I tell
you: Wherever you go, have God always in your
mind’s eye; whatever you do, do it after the example
of the holy Scriptures; in whatever place you live, be
in no hurry to leave. If you keep these three rules,
you will be saved.”

In 305 he agreed to leave his cave and established a
“monastery”, a group of cells lived in by those who
wished to follow his ascetic life. He wrote for them a
basic set of rules for personal discipline and for
community living. The community aspect lay almost
solely in common worship. Antony was described as
balanced, gentle, caring, and radiant with God’s love.
Solitude made him compassionate and gave him a
“serenity of manner”. “He was a man of grace and
urbanity. His speech was seasoned with divine
wisdom.” His own personal preference for the
solitary life led him to withdraw from the community
to the desert again from about 310.

He visited Alexandria to encourage those facing
persecution at the beginning of the fourth century.
Later, in the theological controversies over the
Trinity, he again visited Alexandria at the age of
ninety to give support to his friend Athanasius in his
battle for the Nicene party against the Arians. True to
his solitary vocation, he asked to be buried in a place
known to no-one. He died peacefully in 356.

source: https://www.anglican.org.nz/Resources/Worship-Resources-Karakia-
ANZPB-HKMOA/For-All-the-Saints-A-Resource-for-the-Commemorations-of-the-

Calendar/For-All-the-Saints



The Confession of St Peter    February 22

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God”
(Matthew 16:16). In these words, Simon bar-Jonah
confessed his faith in Jesus, who accepted the title
with an answering pun: “You are Peter, and on this
rock (petra) I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18).
Characteristically, Peter promptly gets things wrong
and is denounced as a stumbling block (Matthew
16:22-23).

The rough and impulsive fisherman figures
prominently in the New Testament. He and his
brother Andrew were the first of the disciples to be
called. It was Peter who tried to walk on the water
and began to sink; it was he who on the impulse of
the moment wanted to build three shelters on the
mountain of the transfiguration; it was Peter who
rashly boasted his faithfulness to death and within
a few hours denied any knowledge of his master.
After the resurrection, however, Peter rapidly grows
in importance as a leader of the Twelve, and, after
Pentecost, risks imprisonment and death, speaking
out boldly in the name of Jesus and proclaiming his
belief that Jesus is indeed the Messiah and has
been raised from the dead. He was, as Paul says,
one of the pillars of the church (Galatians 2:9), the
rock whose strength and courage sustained the
young church as it felt its way beyond the
boundaries of the Jewish community. First there
was the mission to Samaria. Then, after initial
doubts about the admission of Gentile converts,
Peter has the humility to accept a change of heart
and to baptise the Roman centurion Cornelius and
his household (Acts 10).

Even then, Peter had to struggle with his inbred
prejudices. Paul, writing to the Galatians, reports
how he felt bound to rebuke Peter for giving in to
the pressure of Jewish Christians who wanted him
to separate himself from the table-fellowship with
Gentile Christians (Galatians 2:11-14).

Except for an oblique reference in the first letter of
Peter (1 Peter 5:12) and a possible hint by Paul
(Romans 15:20-22), there is no reference in the
New Testament to Peter’s presence in Rome, but
the reports that he was there are early and well-
attested, and the site of his burial under the high
altar of St Peter’s Basilica has considerable evidence
in its favour. According to tradition he was executed
during the Neronian persecution in Rome in 64 AD.

Gracious and eternal God,
you inspired Simon Peter to

confess Jesus
as Messiah and Son of the

living God;
keep your church firm on the

rock of this faith,
that in unity and peace

we may proclaim the truth of
your gospel,

to the glory of your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

AMEN
 

source:  https://www.anglican.org.nz/Resources/Worship-Resources-Karakia-ANZPB-
HKMOA/For-All-the-Saints-A-Resource-for-the-Commemorations-of-the-Calendar/For-All-the-

Saints



Agnes
Child Martyr at Rome

January 21

According to tradition, Agnes was a member of the
Roman nobility, born in AD 291 and raised in an
early Christian family. She suffered martyrdom at
the age of twelve or thirteen during the reign of
the Roman emperor Diocletian, on 21 January 304.
A beautiful young girl from a wealthy family, Agnes
had many suitors of high rank, and the young men,
slighted by her resolute devotion to religious
purity, submitted her name to the authorities as a
follower of Christianity.

One tradition claims that the Prefect Sempronius
condemned Agnes to be dragged naked through
the streets to a brothel. Thereafter commenced a
trial from which Sempronius recused himself (since
his son had been brought back to life by St. Agnes
after having been struck down dead for assaulting
her.) This allowed others to take the responsibility
for presiding at the trial and sentencing St. Agnes
to death. She was led out and bound to a stake,
but the bundle of wood would not burn, or the
flames parted away from her, whereupon the
officer in charge of the troops drew his sword and
beheaded her, or, in some other texts, stabbed
her in the throat. It is also said that her blood
poured to the stadium floor where other
Christians soaked it up with cloths.

Agnes was buried beside the Via Nomentana in
Rome. A few days after her death, her foster-sister,
Emerentiana, was found praying by her tomb; she
claimed to be the daughter of Agnes' wet nurse,
and was stoned to death after refusing to leave the
place and reprimanding the pagans for killing her
foster-sister. Emerentiana was also later
canonised. The daughter of Constantine I,
Constantina, was said to have been cured of
leprosy after praying at Agnes' tomb. She and
Emerentiana appear in the scenes from the life of
Agnes on the 14th-century Royal Gold Cup in the
British Museum. (top right)

An early account of Agnes' death, stressing her
young age, steadfastness and virginity, but not the
legendary features of the tradition, is given by
Ambrose. Pope Honorius (625-638) erected a
basilica in place of the older shrine, and people still
visit Agnes’ tomb and the surrounding catacomb
beneath the basilica.

Agnes depicted on the medieval Royal Gold Cup in the British Museum.

Loving God,
you choose what is weak in the world

to shame the strong;
grant us so to cherish the memory

of your young martyr Agnes,
that we may share her pure and steadfast faith

in Jesus Christ our Saviour.
 

source:   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnes_of_Rome

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Gold_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Museum


Vincent
~January 22~

Spanish Deacon and Martyr, Saragossa
 

Vincent was born at Huesca, near Saragossa, Spain
sometime during the latter part of the 3rd century; it
is believed his father was Eutricius, and his mother
was Enola, a native of Osca (Huesca).

Vincent spent most of his life in the city of Saragossa,
where he was educated and ordained to the
diaconate by Bishop Valerius of Saragossa, who
commissioned Vincent to preach throughout the
diocese. Because Valerius suffered from a speech
impediment, Vincent acted as his spokesman.

When the Roman Emperor Diocletian began
persecuting Christians in Spain, both were brought
before the Roman governor, Dacian, in Valencia.
Vincent and his bishop Valerius were confined to the
prison of Valencia. Though he was finally offered
release if he would consign Scripture to the fire,
Vincent refused. Speaking on behalf of his bishop, he
informed the judge that they were ready to suffer
everything for their faith, and that they could pay no
heed either to threats or promises.

His outspoken manner so angered the governor that
he had every sort of torture inflicted on Vincent.
Finally, he was cast into prison and laid on a floor
scattered with broken pottery, where he died. During
his martyrdom he preserved such peace and
tranquility that it astonished his jailer, who repented
from his sins and was converted. Vincent's dead body
was thrown into the sea in a sack, but was later
recovered by the Christians and his veneration
immediately spread throughout the Church. The aged
bishop Valerius was exiled.

According to legend, after being martyred, ravens
protected St. Vincent's body from being devoured by
vultures, until his followers could recover the body.
His body was taken to what is now known as Cape St.
Vincent; a shrine was erected over his grave, which
continued to be guarded by flocks of ravens. In the
time of Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula, the Arab
geographer Al-Idrisi noted this constant guard by
ravens, for which the place was named by him
“Church of the Raven.” King Afonso I of Portugal
(1139–1185) had the body of the saint exhumed in
1173 and brought it by ship to the Lisbon Cathedral.
This transfer of the relics is depicted on the coat of
arms of Lisbon.

Everliving God,
you gave your servant Vincent
courage to endure suffering and

death
for the sake of the gospel;

strengthen us by your Spirit,
so that in all trials and difficulties
we may remain firm in our faith;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

AMEN
 

By Tomás Giner - Museo del Prado

source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_of_Saragossa



Readings & Collects Sunday 16 January 2022 ~
Epiphany II

 Isaiah 62: 1-5

1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for
Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication
shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a
burning torch. 2 The nations shall see your
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you
shall be called by a new name that the mouth of
the Lord will give. 3 You shall be a crown of beauty
in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the
hand of your God. 4 You shall no more be termed
Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed
Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight Is in
Her, and your land Married; for the Lord delights in
you, and your land shall be married. 5 For as a
young man marries a young woman, so shall your
builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices
over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.

 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and
sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You
know that when you were pagans, you were
enticed and led astray to idols that could not
speak. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that
no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let
Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’
except by the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are varieties
of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to
another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to
another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

  John 2: 1-11

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus
and his disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of
Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 4 And Jesus
said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and
to me? My hour has not yet come.’ 5 His mother said
to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 6 Now
standing there were six stone water-jars for the
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or
thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with
water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said
to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief
steward.’ So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted
the water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had
drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom 10 and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the
good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the
guests have become drunk. But you have kept the
good wine until now.’ 11 Jesus did this, the first of his
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and
his disciples believed in him.

 

Julius Schnorr von Carosfeld 1819



Psalm 36.5—10  
 

R In your light, O God, we see light.
 

5   Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens,
and your faithfulness to the clouds.
6   Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
your justice like the great deep;
you save both human and beast, O Lord. R

7   How priceless is your love, O God!
your people take refuge under the shadow of your
wings.
8   They feast upon the abundance of your house;
you give them drink from the river of your delights. R

9   For with you is the well of life, and in your light we
see light.
10   Continue your loving-kindness to those who know
you, and your favour to those who are true of heart. R

Bountiful God,
whose Son revealed his glory at Cana of

Galilee:
help us to believe and obey,

so that, as our Saviour promised,
we may be filled with the wine of new

life
and show forth his joy and love;

who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

 

Sunday 23 January 2022 ~ Epiphany III

Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10

1 All the people gathered together into the square
before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to
bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord
had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra
brought the law before the assembly, both men and
women and all who could hear with understanding.
This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He
read from it facing the square before the Water Gate
from early morning until midday, in the presence of
the men and the women and those who could
understand; and the ears of all the people were
attentive to the book of the law. 5 And Ezra opened
the book in the sight of all the people, for he was
standing above all the people; and when he opened it,
all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord ,
the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen,
Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their
heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the
ground.

 8 So they read from the book, from the law of God,
with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the
people understood the reading. 9 And Nehemiah,
who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to
all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God;
do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept
when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he
said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink
sweet wine and send portions of them to those for
whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our
Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is
your strength.’



 1 Corinthians 12: 12-31

12 For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews
or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit. 14 Indeed, the body does not
consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot
were to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not
belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 16 And if the ear were to say,
‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the
body’, that would not make it any less a part of the
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would
the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing,
where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is,
God arranged the members in the body, each one of
them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member,
where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many
members, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to
the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head
to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ 22 On the
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 23 and those members of
the body that we think less honourable we clothe
with greater honour, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect; 24
whereas our more respectable members do not
need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving
the greater honour to the inferior member, 25 that
there may be no dissension within the body, but the
members may have the same care for one another.
26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if
one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it.
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually
members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the
church first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing,
forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various
kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30
Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in
tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But strive for the
greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent
way.

Luke 4: 14-21

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit,
returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country. 15 He began
to teach in their synagogues and was praised by
everyone. 16 When he came to Nazareth, where he
had been brought up, he went to the synagogue
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood
up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found
the place where it was written: 18 ‘The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
 to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 20 And
he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to
say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing.’

Gerbrand van den Eeckhout: Christ Teaching in the Synagogue of Nazareth        



Psalm 19
 

R The statues of the Lord rejoice the heart.

1   The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2   One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another. R

3   Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,
4   Their sound has gone out into all lands,
and their message to the ends of the world. R

5   In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun;
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6   It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the
heavens and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. R

7   The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the
soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8   The statues of the Lord are just
and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the
Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. R

9   The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for
ever; The judgements of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.
10   More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.
11   By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward. R

12   Who can tell how often he offends?
cleanse me from my secret faults.
13   Above all, keep your servant from
presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over
me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a
great offense.
14   Let the words of my mouth and the meditation
of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. R

Life-giving God,
who sent your Son Jesus to proclaim your

kingdom
and to teach with authority:
anoint us with your Spirit,

that we too may bring good news to the
poor,

bind up the broken-hearted,
and proclaim liberty to the captive;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Given by their families



Please wear your mask in

Church today

Churchill the Polar Bear says:


