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The Inspiration of St Matthew, Caravaggio, 1602



What Have We Learned So Far?

Over the past few weeks our Wednesday Bible
Study has been working its way through Tom
Wright’s The Vision of Ephesians. Those who
have been around St Peter’s for a while will
know that Tom Wright is hardly a stranger to
us. We have drawn on his work many times
over the years, and some of his characteristic
themes have become quite familiar: the
Kingdom of God, the resurrection, the renewal
of creation, the unity of God’s people, and the
great biblical story reaching its climax in Jesus
the Messiah.

So perhaps this is a good moment to ask a
simple question: what have we learned so far?
One of the first things Ephesians does is
enlarge our field of vision. Christianity can
very easily become reduced to something
rather small: God helping me with my
problems, Jesus forgiving my sins, or the hope
that one day I shall go to heaven. None of
these things is unimportant, of course, but
Ephesians insists that the Gospel is about
something much bigger.

Paul begins with an extraordinary sweep of
praise: God has blessed us “in Christ” with
every spiritual blessing, has chosen us in him,
redeemed us through him, and has revealed
his purpose to “gather up all things in Christ,
things in heaven and things on earth”. That
last phrase is enormously important. For
Wright, one of the great themes of Ephesians
is that God’s purpose is not to abandon the
world he made, but to restore it. Heaven and
earth are not destined to remain permanently
separated. God’s plan is to bring his whole
creation together under the lordship of
Christ.

That immediately gives the Christian faith a
rather different shape. Salvation is certainly
personal, but it is never merely private. God is
rescuing people so that they may become
part of his much larger work of renewal. And
this is why the repeated phrase “in Christ”
matters so much.

Paul does not simply tell us that Jesus has
done various things for us. He says that our
whole identity is now found in him. We are
chosen in Christ, redeemed in Christ, forgiven
in Christ, given an inheritance in Christ, and
sealed with the Holy Spirit in Christ. This is not
simply religious language. Paul is describing a
completely new reality. Jesus the Messiah is
the place where God’s purposes for humanity
and creation are coming together, and to
belong to Christ is therefore to find ourselves
drawn into that purpose.
This also helps us understand Paul’s language
of election or “being chosen”. That language
has sometimes been made rather gloomy, as
though Paul were asking us to speculate about
who is “in” and who is “out”. Wright encourages
us to hear it instead against the great biblical
story of Israel. God chose Abraham and his
family not merely for their own benefit, but so
that through them all the families of the earth
might be blessed.



Now, Paul says, that calling has reached its
fulfilment in Jesus. Those who belong to the
Messiah share in that vocation. We are chosen
not simply to enjoy a privileged spiritual
status, but to become part of God’s means of
blessing the world. That is quite a challenge to
the Church, because we are not simply a
collection of religious consumers gathering
once a week to have our spiritual batteries
recharged. The Church exists because God has
a purpose for his world. Worship, prayer,
service, reconciliation, holiness and mission
all belong together because they are signs of
the new creation God has begun in Christ.

This is where one of Wright’s favourite
descriptions of the Church is so helpful: the
Church is a small working model of the new
creation. That is a wonderful way of putting it.
The Church is not yet the new creation in all
its fullness, and anyone who has spent more
than five minutes in a parish knows perfectly
well that we are a long way from perfection!
Yet in the life of the Church something of
God’s future is meant to be visible already. In
worship, forgiveness, reconciliation,
generosity, holiness and love, the world
should be able to glimpse, however
imperfectly, the kind of creation God intends
ultimately to bring about.

Another great theme emerging from
Ephesians is unity. The first-century world was
full of divisions, not least the deep division
between Jew and Gentile. Yet Paul announces
something remarkable: in the Messiah, God is
creating one new people. This is more than
simply encouraging people to “get along”. Paul
sees the Church itself as evidence that
something new has happened in the world.
Old barriers which once appeared permanent
are being overcome, and people who would
never naturally have belonged together are
being drawn into one family.

“The Church is a
small working

model of the new
creation.”

That is one reason why Christian unity
matters so much. If the Church is a small
working model of the new creation, then its
life together ought to bear witness to
reconciliation, communion and peace under
the lordship of Christ. Ephesians is
wonderfully realistic about this, because the
unity Paul describes is both something God
has already given us and something we must
constantly learn to live.

Then there is the Holy Spirit. Paul describes
the Spirit as the “seal” of God’s people and
the “guarantee” or first instalment of our
inheritance. Wright often draws attention to
the very earthy implication of that language.
The Spirit is not given simply to produce
unusual religious experiences. The Spirit is
the advance sign that God’s future has
already begun.

In other words, the new creation is not simply
waiting somewhere in the distance. Through
the Spirit, its life has already broken into the
present. Whenever Christians learn to forgive,
whenever barriers are broken down,
whenever holiness replaces destructive
patterns of life, whenever generosity
overcomes selfishness, and whenever
worship opens our eyes afresh to God’s glory,
we are seeing little signs of the world God
intends ultimately to bring about.



And perhaps that brings us to one of the
most encouraging things we have
discovered so far. Ephesians is full of
enormously grand theology, but it is not
theology for its own sake. Paul’s great vision
of Christ, creation, redemption, the Church
and the Spirit will eventually lead to very
practical questions about how Christians
speak, work, forgive, worship, love, pray and
live together.

That is very characteristic of Paul. Christian
behaviour flows from Christian identity. He
does not begin by saying, “Try harder and
become better people.” He begins by saying,
in effect, “Look at what God has done. Look
at who you now are in Christ. Now learn to
live like it.” That is a much richer vision of
Christian discipleship.

So, what have we learned so far? Perhaps
above all this: the Gospel is bigger than we
sometimes imagine. God’s purpose in Christ
embraces heaven and earth, Jew and
Gentile, individuals and communities,
forgiveness and transformation, the Church
and the whole creation. In Jesus, God has
begun the great work of putting his world
right, and astonishingly, he has called us to
become part of it.

We still have a good deal of Ephesians ahead
of us, and Tom Wright will undoubtedly
make us stop, think, argue, underline things,
and occasionally scratch our heads along
the way. But already the view is becoming
clearer. Ephesians is inviting us to lift our
eyes and see the Christian life within the
vast horizon of God’s purposes. And once we
begin to see that vision, even familiar words
such as grace, Church, salvation, Spirit and
hope start to look rather larger than they did
before.

Fr Don

So, what have we
learned so far? Perhaps

above all this: the
Gospel is bigger than we

sometimes imagine.



 “From the rising of the sun to its setting, the
name of the Lord is to be praised”.

Psalm 113:3 

(I took this picture on my way to Church , two Sunday ago...glorious!    Fr D)



What’s been happening at St Peter’s?

The Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra Concert - Saturday 5 September



Battle of Britain Sunday
Our very own ‘flypast’ - Craig Hobart at the controls

Our Acolytes

The Wreath is presented 
by Mr Jack Gamble



Our FlagbearersMr Travis Walters - our reader



Collect & Readings for the 
FEAST OF ST MATTHEW

Proverbs 3:1-6

3 My child, do not forget my teaching,
    but let your heart keep my commandments;
2 for length of days and years of life

    and abundant welfare they will give you.
3 Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake

you;
    bind them around your neck,
    write them on the tablet of your heart.
4 So you will find favor and good repute

    in the sight of God and of people.
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart,

    and do not rely on your own insight.
6 In all your ways acknowledge him,

    and he will make straight your paths.

Psalm 19: 1-6

1 The heavens are telling the glory of God;

    and the firmament[a] proclaims his

handiwork.
2 Day to day pours forth speech,

    and night to night declares knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words;

    their voice is not heard;
4 yet their voice[b] goes out through all the

earth,
    and their words to the end of the world.
In the heavens[c] he has set a tent for the sun,

5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his

wedding canopy,
    and like a strong man runs its course with
joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,

    and its circuit to the end of them;
    and nothing is hid from its heat.

The Collect for
Matthew

Apostle, Evangelist & Martyr 

Almighty God, 
who through your Son Jesus Christ 

called Matthew from the selfish pursuit of gain 
to become an apostle and evangelist: 

free us from all greed and love of riches 
so that we may follow the steps of our Lord

Jesus Christ 
in the way of self-giving love; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%2019%3A1-6&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-16240a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%2019%3A1-6&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-16243b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%2019%3A1-6&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-16243c


Ephesians 4:1-14

Unity in the Body of Christ

4 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you
to lead a life worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, 2 with all humility and

gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, 3 making every effort to

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just

as you were called to the one hope of your
calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6

one God and Father of all, who is above all and
through all and in all.
7 But each of us was given grace according to

the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it is

said,
“When he ascended on high he made captivity
itself a captive;
    he gave gifts to his people.”
9 (When it says, “He ascended,” what does it

mean but that he had also descended[a] into

the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who

descended is the same one who ascended far
above all the heavens, so that he might fill all
things.) 11 The gifts he gave were that some

would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to

equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, 13 until all of us

come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to
the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14 We

must no longer be children, tossed to and fro
and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by
people’s trickery, by their craftiness in
deceitful scheming.

Matthew 9:9-13

The Call of Matthew
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man

called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he
said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and
followed him.
10 And as he sat at dinner[a] in the house, many

tax collectors and sinners came and were
sitting[b] with him and his disciples. 11 When the

Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
and sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he

said, “Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and

learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not
sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the
righteous but sinners.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph%204%3A1-14&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-33537a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%209%3A9-13&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-27662a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%209%3A9-13&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-27662b


Collect & Readings for Pentecost 18

Ezekiel 18: 1-4 & 25-32

Individual Retribution

18 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do

you mean by repeating this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this

proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4

Know that all lives are mine; the life of the
parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it
is only the person who sins that shall die.

25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.”

Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is
it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the

righteous turn away from their righteousness
and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the
iniquity that they have committed they shall
die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from

the wickedness they have committed and do
what is lawful and right, they shall save their
life. 28 Because they considered and turned

away from all the transgressions that they had
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not
die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of

the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my
ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel,

all of you according to your ways, says the Lord
God. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your
ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the

transgressions that you have committed
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and
a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel?
32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone,

says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

Psalm 25

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

2 O my God, in you I trust;

    do not let me be put to shame;
    do not let my enemies exult over me.
3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to

shame;
    let them be ashamed who are wantonly
treacherous.
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;

    teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me,

    for you are the God of my salvation;
    for you I wait all day long.
6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your

steadfast love,
    for they have been from of old.
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my

transgressions;
    according to your steadfast love remember
me,
    for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!
8 Good and upright is the Lord;

    therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9 He leads the humble in what is right,

    and teaches the humble his way.

The Collect for Pentecost XVIII
Grant, O merciful God, 

that your people may have that mind that was in
Christ Jesus, 

who emptied himself, and took the form of a servant, 
and in humility became obedient even to death. 

For you have highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name that is above every

name, 
Jesus Christ, the Lord; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, in everlasting glory. Amen



Philippians 2:1-13

Imitating Christ’s Humility

2 If then there is any encouragement in Christ,
any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make

my joy complete: be of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or

conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to

your own interests, but to the interests of
others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was[a]

in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he was in the form of God,

    did not regard equality with God
    as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself,

    taking the form of a slave,
    being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8     he humbled himself

    and became obedient to the point of death—
    even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him

    and gave him the name
    that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus

    every knee should bend,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess

    that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.
Shining as Lights in the World
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have

always obeyed me, not only in my presence,
but much more now in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13

for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Matthew 21:23-32

The Authority of Jesus Questioned

23 When he entered the temple, the chief

priests and the elders of the people came to
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them,

“I will also ask you one question; if you tell me
the answer, then I will also tell you by what
authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism

of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If
we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say,

‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd;
for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things.
The Parable of the Two Sons
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he

went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not’;

but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The

father[a] went to the second and said the same;

and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31

Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God
ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the

way of righteousness and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him; and even after you saw it, you
did not change your minds and believe him.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A%201-13%20&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-33652a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2021%3A23-32&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-28127a


Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them O Lord

IN MEMORIAM 

20th SEPTEMBER 
MEMORIAL FLOWERS 

Allan Douglas Hollindale 
Lance Christopher Hollindale 
Ouida Kathleen Mary Rogers 

 
MEMORIAL CANDLES 

Olga Mavis Twohill 



Blessing of the Pets
at our 9:30 am Holy Eucharist 

~ Sunday 4th October ~

Forthcoming events...





This series now the basis of our 
Sunday 4:00 pm “Inquirer’s Hour”

All Welcome

Regular Events



Join us on Wednesdays at 11:00am for our new study series.



Coffee on Mondays ('COM')
 10:00 am Mondays, Parish Centre

Looking for a coffee with your church friends. Why not join us on Mondays
for a relaxed coffee/tea/chai in the Parish Centre?

There's no cost (you can make a donation if you wish, but this is not a
fundraising event.) 
You can chat with other parishioners and please bring friends along.  
We have lovely facilities here - why not come along and enjoy them?
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