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CONFIRMATION

Sunday 16 August, 9:30

We have a big Confirmation Service coming
up on Sunday 16 August, at our 9:30 am Holy
Eucharist. What follows is a brief outline of
how we see Confirmation, and its importance,
here at St Peter’s. If you are considering
Confirmation, | pray that you will find this
helpful. If you know of anyone who is seeking
Confirmation, please pass this on to
them...and encourage them to make contact
with the Parish Office as soon as possible.
Fr Don

Every Christian journey is unique, yet there
are certain moments that shape us for the
rest of our lives.

For many people, Baptism is the first of those
moments. Whether we were baptised as
infants or as adults, it marks the beginning of
a new life in Christ. In Baptism we become
members of Christ's Body, the Church, and
children of our heavenly Father.

As Christians, we do not simply begin our
journey with Christ—we continue to grow.
Week by week we gather around the Lord's
Table to receive Holy Communion, where
Christ nourishes us with His grace and
strengthens us for the life of faith.

Confirmation is another important step along
that journey.

In Confirmation, the Bishop lays hands upon
each candidate and prays that the Holy Spirit
will strengthen the work that God has already
begun in Baptism. It is a joyful celebration of
God's continuing grace and an opportunity
for each person to renew their commitment
to follow Jesus Christ with heart, mind and
soul.

Confirmation is not about becoming a "better
class" of Christian, nor is it a graduation from
learning about the faith. Rather, it is a
moment of encouragement and strengthening
as we continue growing into the likeness of
Christ.

Whether you are a teenager preparing for
Confirmation, an adult exploring the Christian
faith, or simply curious about what
Confirmation means, | hope and pray that
what follows will help you discover something
of God's love and His purpose for your life.

May the Holy Spirit guide you as you continue
your journey with Christ.



1. What is Confirmation?

Confirmation is one of the Church's oldest
and most beautiful ministries. From the
earliest days of Christianity, the apostles laid
their hands upon newly baptised believers
and prayed that they would receive the
strengthening gift of the Holy Spirit.

We see this in the Book of Acts. When Peter
and John visited the Christians in Samaria,
they prayed for them and laid their hands
upon them. Later, St Paul did the same for
new Dbelievers at Ephesus. From these
beginnings, the Church has continued this
ministry through every generation.

At Confirmation, our Bishop continues that
ancient apostolic practice. As he lays hands
upon each candidate, he prays that the Holy
Spirit will strengthen them for the Christian
life.

This is not because God has been absent until
now. Far from it. God has already welcomed
us in Baptism and continues to nourish us
through the Holy Eucharist. Confirmation
celebrates God's ongoing work in our lives,
asking Him to deepen our faith, strengthen
our witness and equip us for a lifetime of
discipleship.

Remember...

The Christian life is never static. We are
always growing.

God calls us to Himself.

God welcomes us into His family.

God feeds us at His table.

And God strengthens us by His Holy Spirit.

Confirmation is one of the wonderful ways in
which God continues His gracious work
within us.



2. Baptism, Holy Communion and
Confirmation

As Anglicans, we understand the Christian life
as a journey of continual growth in God's
grace. Along that journey, Baptism, Holy
Communion and Confirmation each have
their own important place.

Think of a family.

A child is born into a family. As that child
grows, they are fed at the family table. In time
they also take on greater responsibilities,
discovering their own gifts and learning how
they can contribute to the life of the family.

The Christian life is rather like that.

Baptism
In Baptism, God welcomes us into His family.
We become members of Christ's Body, the
Church. Whether we are baptised as infants or
adults, Baptism is God's gracious gift, marking
the beginning of our life in Christ.

Holy Communion (The Eucharist)
At the Lord's Table, Christ continues to nourish
His people. Just as ordinary food sustains our
physical lives, so Holy Communion
strengthens our spiritual lives as we receive
the sacrament He has given His Church.

Confirmation
Confirmation is God's gift of encouragement
and strengthening for the journey ahead.
Through the Bishop's laying on of hands, the
Church prays that the Holy Spirit will deepen
our faith and equip us for lives of joyful service
and faithful witness.




Why do children receive Holy Communion
before Confirmation at St Peter's?

This is a question we are often asked.

At St Peter's, baptised children are
welcomed to receive Holy Communion after
appropriate preparation. We believe that the
Lord's Table is the family meal of God's
people, and that baptised Christians should
not be unnecessarily kept from the grace
Christ offers there.

Admission to Holy Communion, however, is
not Confirmation.

It Is an important pastoral step that
recognises a child's growing understanding
of the Eucharist and their place within the
worshipping life of the Church.

Confirmation is something different.

In Confirmation, the Bishop gathers with the
Church to pray that God's Holy Spirit will
strengthen the gifts already given in
Baptism, helping us to grow into mature
disciples of Jesus Christ.

The two belong together, but they are not
the same.

One welcomes us to the Lord's Table.

The other strengthens us for the lifelong
calling of Christian discipleship.

Remember...

Baptism gives us new lg'fe.

Holy Communion nourishes that life.

Confirmation strengthens that life.




3. Why a Bishop?

People are sometimes surprised that
Confirmation is normally conducted by the
Bishop rather than by the parish priest.

The reason is both simple and beautiful.
From the earliest days of the Church, the
apostles travelled from place to place
encouraging the Christian communities they
had helped establish. One of the ways they
did this was by praying for believers and
laying their hands upon them, asking God to
strengthen them with the Holy Spirit.

As the Church grew, bishops became the
successors of the apostles in this ministry.
Today, when our Bishop comes to St Peter's
to celebrate Confirmation, he reminds us
that our parish is part of something much
bigger than itself.

We belong to the Church throughout the
Diocese.

We belong to the Church throughout
Australia.

We belong to the Church throughout the
world.

And we belong to the Church through
history, stretching back through countless
generations to the apostles themselves.

The Laying on of Hands
The laying on of hands is one of the oldest
actions in Christian worship. It is a simple gesture,
yet one rich in meaning. Throughout the Bible,
the laying on of hands is associated with blessing,
commissioning, healing and prayer.

At Confirmation, the Bishop places his hands
upon each candidate's head and prays that the
Holy Spirit will strengthen them with His gifts and
grace.

Nothing ‘magical’ is happening.
Neither is the moment merely ‘symbolic’

Rather, the Church is doing what it has done since
apostolic times: faithfully praying that God will
fulfil His promises and continue His gracious work
in the life of His people.

Every Confirmation therefore reminds us of two
wonderful truths.

God is still at work.

And the Church is still the apostolic family
founded by Jesus Christ.




4. The Quiet Companion
of the Christian Life

When we hear the words Holy Spirit, our minds
often turn immediately to Pentecost—the
sound of rushing wind, tongues of fire, and
frightened disciples suddenly transformed into
courageous witnesses for Christ.

That remarkable day marked the birth of the
Church's mission. The Holy Spirit, promised by
Jesus, came upon the apostles with power,
sending them out to proclaim the Gospel to
the world.

Yet Pentecost is only the beginning of the
story.

The same Holy Spirit who came so dramatically
upon the apostles continues to work quietly
and faithfully in the lives of Christians today.

The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force or
simply a symbol of God's presence. He is the
third Person of the Holy Trinity—Father, Son
and Holy Spirit—God Himself dwelling with His
people.

Often His work is gentle rather than dramatic.

e He gives us courage when following Christ
is difficult.

e He comforts us when we are anxious or
grieving.

e He gives us wisdom when we face
Important decisions.

e He quietly convicts us when we have
wandered from God's ways.

He inspires us to pray, even when words are
hard to find.

Above all, He draws us ever closer to Jesus
Christ.

As one wise Christian writer observed, the Holy
Spirit is rather like the light shining upon a
beautiful stained-glass window. We admire the
beauty of the window itself, yet without the
light we would never truly see it. In the same
way, the Holy Spirit's delight is not to draw
attention to Himself, but to reveal Christ more
clearly to us.




5. Growing in the Spirit

The New Testament tells us that the Holy Spirit
gradually shapes our character throughout our
lives.

St Paul describes this beautiful transformation
as "the fruit of the Spirit":
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These qualities do not appear overnight. Like
fruit growing upon a tree, they mature slowly
as we continue walking with Christ.

The Church has also long spoken of the gifts of
the Holy Spirit—wisdom, understanding,
counsel, courage, knowledge, reverence and
holy awe before God. These are not rewards
for especially holy people. They are gifts that
help ordinary Christians live faithfully in an
often complicated world.

Remember...

The greatest miracle of the Holy Spirit is not
that He occasionally does extraordinary
things. It is that He patiently transforms
ordinary people into the likeness of Jesus
Christ.




6. Confirmation and the Holy Spirit

During Confirmation, the Bishop lays hands
upon each candidate and prays that the
Holy Spirit will continue His work within
them.

This is not because God is only just
beginning His work.

It is because God never stops.

The Christian life is a lifelong journey of
growing into the likeness of Christ, and the
Holy Spirit is our faithful companion every
step of the way.

Remember...
Confirmation is not the end of your
Christian journey. It is another step along
the path of following Jesus Christ.




7. What Happens During the
Confirmation Service?

Confirmation is one of the most joyful
services in the life of the Church. Family,
friends and parish members gather to pray
for those who are taking this important step
in their Christian journey.

Although each Confirmation service has its
own character, the pattern remains much the
same.

a. Renewing our Baptismal Promises
The service begins by remembering our
Baptism.

Candidates publicly renew the promises
made at their Baptism, affirming their trust
in Jesus Christ and their desire to follow Him
as Lord.

This is not about pretending we have
become perfect Christians. Rather, it is a
joyful opportunity to say once again, "Yes—I
wish to follow Christ."

b. Professing the Faith
Together with the whole congregation,
candidates affirm the faith of the Church by
joining in the Apostles' Creed.

This reminds us that we do not believe alone.
We belong to the great family of Christians
across the world and throughout history.

c. The Laying on of Hands
One by one, each candidate comes before
the Bishop.

The Bishop places his hands upon the
candidate's head and prays that God will
strengthen them with the Holy Spirit for the
life and service to which they have been
called.

It Is a simple and deeply moving moment,
linking us with the ministry of the apostles
and the life of the Church through the
centuries.

d. The Peace
Having prayed together, the congregation
shares the Peace of Christ—a sign of the
unity we enjoy as members of His Body.

e. Holy Communion
The Confirmation service reaches its natural
fulfilment as the whole congregation
gathers around the Lord's Table.

There, newly confirmed Christians join with
the entire Church in receiving the Holy
Eucharist—the sacrament that nourishes us
throughout our Christian lives.

Confirmation does not stand alone.

It leads us back to the altar, where Christ
continues to feed His people with His grace
and love.

“Passing the Peace”




8. The Next Step
Every journey begins with a single step.

The Christian life is no different.
Some of us were baptised as infants and
have known the Church for as long as we
can remember. Others have discovered
Christ later in life and are only just
beginning their journey of faith.

Wherever we begin, God never leaves us
where we are.

He calls us to grow.

He calls us to trust Him more deeply.

He calls us to love more generously.

He calls us to become more like His Son,
Jesus Christ.

Confirmation is one important milestone
along that journey.

It iIs a moment when the Church gathers
around us, the Bishop lays hands upon us,
and we pray that the Holy Spirit will
continue His gracious work within us.

Yet Confirmation is not the destination.

The destination is a life lived in friendship
with Christ.

ife nourished by His Word.

ife strengthened by His Sacraments.
ife transformed by His Holy Spirit.
ife of worship, service and love.

> > > r

One day, our earthly pilgrimage will be
complete, and we shall see Christ face to
face. Until that day, He continues to walk
beside us, leading us ever more deeply into
His life.

The Christian life is not about

standing still.
It is about growing in Christ.
May God grant each one of us the
grace to keep taking that next step.




Jeremiah 45

45 The word that the prophet Jeremiah
spoke to Baruch son of Neriah, when he
wrote these words in a scroll at the dictation
of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of King
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah: 2 Thus says

the Lord, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch:
3 You said, “Woe is me! The Lord has added

sorrow to my pain;, | am weary with my
groaning, and | find no rest.” 4 Thus you shall

say to him, “Thus says the Lord: | am going to
break down what | have built, and pluck up
what | have planted—that is, the whole land. s

And you, do you seek great things for
yourself? Do not seek them; for | am going to
bring disaster upon all flesh, says the Lord;
but | will give you your life as a prize of war in
every place to which you may go.”

Psalm 126

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of
Zion,

we were like those who dream.
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,

“The Lord has done great things for them.”
s The Lord has done great things for us,

and we rejoiced.
aRestore our fortunes, O Lord,

like the watercourses in the Negeb.
s May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.
6 Those who go out weeping,

bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.



Acts 11:27-12:3

27 At that time prophets came down from
Jerusalem to Antioch. 2s One of them named

Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit
that there would be a severe famine over all
the world; and this took place during the reign
of Claudius. 29 The disciples determined that

according to their ability, each would send
relief to the believers living in Judea, so this

they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas
and Saul.

12 About that time King Herod laid violent
hands upon some who belonged to the
church. 2 He had James, the brother of John,

killed with the sword. 3 After he saw that it

pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest
Peter also. (This was during the festival of
Unleavened Bread.)

Matthew 20:20-28

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee

came to him with her sons, and kneeling
before him, she asked a favor of him. 221And he

sald to her, “What do you want?” She said to
him, “Declare that these two sons of mine will
sit, one at your right hand and one at your
left, in your kingdom.” 22 But Jesus answered,

“You do not know what you are asking. Are
you able to drink the cup that | am about to
drink?”@ They said to him, “We are able.” 2s He

sald to them, “You will indeed drink my cup,
but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this
IS not mine to grant, but it is for those for
whom it has been prepared by my Father”

24 When the ten heard it, they were angry with

the two brothers. 2s But Jesus called them to

him and said, “You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great
ones are tyrants over them. 26 It will not be so

among you; but whoever wishes to be great
among you must be your servant, 2z and
whoever wishes to be first among you must
be your slave; 28 just as the Son of Man came

not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life a ransom for many.”
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James, Apostle & Martyr

O gracious God,
whose apostle]ames left hisfather and all that he had,

and without delay obeyed the call of your
Son Jesus Christ:

pour out upon the leaders ofyour Church

the same spirit of self-denying service
by which alone they may have true authority
among your people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2011%3A27%20-12%3A3&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-31597a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2020%3A20%20-%2028&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-28085a

Collect & Readings:
PENTECOST X - Sunday 2 August

The Collect for the
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost

O God, giver of life and health,
whose Son Jesus Christ has called us to hunger
and thirst for justice:
refresh us with your grace,
that we may not be weary in well-doing,
for the sake of him who meets all our needs,
Jesus Christ our Saviour;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

s The Lord is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love.

o The Lord is good to all,

and his compassion is over all that he has
made.

15 The eyes of all look to you,

and you give them their food in due
season.
16 YOU open your hand,
satisfying the desire of every living thing.
17The Lord is just in all his ways,
and kind in all his doings.
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.
10 He fulfills the desire of all who fear him;
he also hears their cry, and saves them.
20 The Lord watches over all who love him,
but all the wicked he will destroy.
21 My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord,
and all flesh will bless his holy name
forever and ever.



Romans 9:1-16

9 | am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not
lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy
Spirit— 2 | have great sorrow and unceasing

anguish in my heart. s For | could wish that |

myself were accursed and cut off from
Christ for the sake of my own people, my
kindred according to the flesh. 4 They are

Israelites, and to them belong the adoption,
the glory, the covenants, the giving of the
law, the worship, and the promises; sto them

belong the patriarchs, and from them,
according to the flesh, comes the Messiah,
who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

6 It is not as though the word of God had

failed. For not all Israelites truly belong to
Israel, 7and not all of Abraham’s children are

his true descendants; but “It is through Isaac
that descendants shall be named for you.” s

This means that it is not the children of the
flesh who are the children of God, but the
children of the promise are counted as
descendants. ¢ For this is what the promise

said, “About this time | will return and Sarah
shall have a son.” .0 Nor is that all; something

similar happened to Rebecca when she had
conceived children by one husband, our
ancestor Isaac. 11 Even before they had been

born or had done anything good or bad (so
that God’s purpose of election might
continue, 12 not by works but by his call) she
was told, “The elder shall serve the younger”
13ASs it is written,
“I have loved Jacob,
but | have hated Esau.”

14 What then are we to say? Is there injustice
on God’s part? By no means! i1s For he says to
Moses,
“I' will have mercy on whom | have mercy,

and | will have compassion on whom |
have compassion.”
16 SO It depends not on human will or

exertion, but on God who shows mercy.

THE¢ FEEDING

Matthew 14:13-21

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew

from there in a boat to a deserted place by
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they
followed him on foot from the towns. 1.4 When

he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he
had compassion for them and cured their
sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples

came to him and said, “This is a deserted
place, and the hour is now late; send the
crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” 16

Jesus said to them, “They need not go away;
you give them something to eat” 17 They

replied, “We have nothing here but five
loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring

them here to me” 19 Then he ordered the

crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the
five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves,
and gave them to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all
ate and were filled; and they took up what

was left over of the broken pieces, twelve
baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about

five thousand men, besides women and
children.

OF TH€ FIVE THOUSAND




IN MEMORIAM

Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them O Lord
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Farewell to Charles Such as he leaves us to move to

Adelaide - every Blessing Charles!
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WEDNESDAY
STUDY GROUP

The Mystery of God - Who God is and Why He
Matters

(133 min) Atheism is on the rise. The so-called New Atheism has attracted millions of young people
thanks to bestselling books such as The God Delusion and God Is Not Great. How should Christians
respond? How can we turn the tide of secularism and draw people back to God?

A SERIES OF SIX STUDIES

commencing

WEDNESDAYS AT 11:00 am



| R YEARS

@ Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra
I N/ 2011-2026

Performed by GCCO Chamber Musicians

SPRING

1‘1‘
J.-

DELIGHTS

"'_- rq. !
Commemorating the 140th Anniversary -
of St Peler’s Parish

W.A. Mozart - Clarinet Quintet in A major, K.581
M. Bruch - Ruménische Melodie (V) and Nachtgesang (VI)
from Eight Pieces for Clarinet, Viola and Piano
G. Fauré - Piano Quartet No. 1 in C minor, Op. 15

St Peter’s Anglican Church, Southport
Saturday, 5 September 2026 at 3 PM

- Early Bird: $40 (Available until 5 August)
dults $50 | Concession $45 | Students $25 | Under 18 Free

BOOK NOW!

As part of our T 40" celebrations
OUr friends the Gold Coast
Chamber Orchestra have

willingly oﬁfered the above concert
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Please note: our
Inquirer’s Hour
has recommenced
jo1in us:
4:00 pm Sundays



Coffee on Mondays ((COM')
10:00 am Mondays, Parish Centre

Looking for a co

for a relaxed co

~

ee Wit|

I/

‘ee/teal/c

n your church -

riends. Why not join us on Mondays

hai in the Paris

n Centre.

e There's no cost (you can make a donation if you wish, but this is not a

fundraising event.)

* You can chat with other parishioners (and please bring friends along.)

e We have lovely facilities here - why not come along and enjoy them?



St Peter's is an Anglican parish in the Catholic tradition, seeking to
worship God with reverence, beauty and joy, while proclaiming the
Gospel of Jesus Christ in a way that is faithful, welcoming and grounded
in Scripture. Nourished by Word and Sacrament, we strive to grow as
disciples of Christ, to serve our local community with compassion, and
to invite all people to discover the transtorming love of God.

You can find out more about us at
WWW.stpetersgc.org.au

The Anglican Parish of Southport Rector

83 Nerang St Southport QLD 4215 Fr. Don Parker

Phone: 07 5558 3887 rector(@stpetersgc.org.au

Email: parish(@stpetersgc.com.au

Parish Administrator
SERVICES Mrs. Christine Corroy
parish(@stpetersge.org.au

Sunday

7:00am: Holy Eucharist (BCP) Director of Music

9:30am: Holy Eucharist (APBA) Mr. Luke Sharpe

5:45pm: Holy Eucharist (APBA) luke(@stpetersge.org.au
Weekday Eucharist

10:00am — Wednesday
12:00pm — Thursday

stpetersge.org.au  Zlnglican

Church

Southern Queensiana
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