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My Sermon, preached on
THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION

THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION (6™
August) celebrates one of the great moments
in the life of our Lord. For a brief moment, the
veil is drawn back. Peter, James and John see
Jesus as He truly is. His face shines with the
glory of God, His clothes become dazzling
white, Moses and Elijah stand beside Him, and
the Father's voice declares, "This is my
beloved Son. Listen to him."

It is worth noticing where this event comes in
the Gospel. It follows immediately after Jesus
has told His disciples that He must suffer, be
rejected, be killed, and rise again. They are
bewildered. They cannot imagine how the
Messiah could possibly travel such a road.

So before asking them to follow Him to
Calvary, Jesus takes them up the mountain.
Before He asks them to endure the darkness,
He allows them to glimpse the light. Before
He speaks again of the Cross, He reveals His

glory.
That is often God's way.

Many people think Christianity is chiefly
about trying harder to become better people.
We imagine that faith begins with our effort,
our discipline, our moral Iimprovement.
Certainly, the Christian life calls us to
holiness. But that is not where it begins.

It begins with Christ. It begins by seeing who
He is. Everything else follows from that.

The disciples were not strengthened simply
because Jesus gave them new instructions.
They were strengthened because they had
seen Him. They had witnessed, however
briefly, the glory that had always been hidden
within His ordinary humanity. Later, when
they stood bewildered beneath the Cross,
that memory would sustain them. They would
remember that the One who suffered was
also the One whose face had shone like the
sun.

The same is true for us. There are moments in
every Christian life when God's presence
seems wonderfully clear. It may be Iin prayer,
in the beauty of creation, in the stillness of
this church, in the love of family, or in the
quiet certainty that Christ is truly present in
the Blessed Sacrament. Those moments are
not given simply to make us feel good. They
prepare us for the days when faith is harder,
when life becomes heavier, and when we
cannot easily see where God is leading us.

Peter wanted to stay on the mountain. "Let us
make three tents,” he says. We understand
him. We would all like to remain where faith
feels easy and God's presence seems obvious.

But Jesus always leads His disciples back
down the mountain. Back into ordinary life.
Back into a world where there is suffering to
bear, neighbours to love, forgiveness to offer,
and crosses to carry.

Yet we do not descend unchanged. We carry
with us the vision of Christ. We know who He
Is. And because we know who He is, we know
where the road ultimately leads.

The Transfiguration teaches us that the glory
of Christ is not an escape from the Cross but
the meaning of it. Good Friday is not the end
of the story because the One who hangs upon
the Cross is the same Lord whose glory shone
upon the holy mountain.

So today the Father's words are spoken again
to us: "This is my beloved Son. Listen to him."

If we listen to Him, we shall sometimes find
ourselves climbing mountains of joy and at
other times walking through valleys of sorrow.
But we need never be afraid. For th%Chrlst_F
who leads us along the road of the Cross is
also the Christ whosa glory no darknes
overcome. "

And that is our hope: that one day the glory *f

glimpsed by Peter, James and John will no

longer be a passing vision, but the everlas*»zl:_’_'f
joy of all who follow Christ faithfully to tk
end.

FrDon



IN MEMORIAM

Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them O Lord



1 Kings 19:9-18

o At that place he came to a cave, and spent the

night there. Then the word of the Lord came to
him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
10 He answered, “l have been very zealous for
the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down
your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my
life, to take it away.”

11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain

before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that
it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in
the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but
the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12and after

the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in
the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer
silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his

face in his mantle and went out and stood at
the entrance of the cave. Then there came a
voice to him that said, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “| have been very

zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown
down your altars, and killed your prophets with
the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking
my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the Lord said to

him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness
of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint
Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall

anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over lIsrael;
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of
Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 1

Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael,
Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the
sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 1s Yet | will leave

seven thousand in lIsrael, all the knees that
have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that
has not kissed him.”

Romans 10:4-15

4 For Christ is the end of the law so that there

may be righteousness for everyone who
believes.

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness

that comes from the law, that “the person who
does these things will live by them.” s But the

righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or

‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead). s But what does
It say?
“The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); o

because if you confess with your lips that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so

is justified, and one confesses with the mouth
and so is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one

who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For

there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to
all who call on him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls

on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they

have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? 1s And how are they to proclaim

Nim unless they are sent? As it is written, “How

peautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news!”
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Psalm 85:8-13

s Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,

for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in
their hearts.al

o Surely his salvation is at hand for those

who fear him,

that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulhess will meet;

righteousness and peace will kiss each

other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the
ground,

and righteousness will look down from the
sky.
12 The Lord will give what is good,

and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him,

and will make a path for his steps.
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Matthew 14:22-36

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into

the boat and go on ahead to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he

had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone, 22 but by this time

the boat, battered by the waves, was far from
the land, for the wind was against them. 25

And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. 26 But when the

disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out in fear. 2z But immediately Jesus

spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is |; do
not be afraid.” 2s Peter answered him, “Lord, if

It is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” 20 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of

the boat, started walking on the water, and
came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed

the strong wind,w he became frightened, and

beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save
me!” a1 Jesus immediately reached out his

hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of
little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they

got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And

those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.” sWhen they

had crossed over, they came to land at
Gennesaret. 35 After the people of that place

recognized him, they sent word throughout
the region and brought all who were sick to
him, ss and begged him that they might touch

even the fringe of his cloak; and all who
touched it were healed.

THE COLLECT OF PENTECOST XI
Mighty God and ruler ofczll creation,
give new strength to our faith,
that we may recognise your presence
even when all hope seems lost.
Help us to face all trials with serenity
as we walk with Christ through the stormy seas of life
and come at the last to your eternal peace.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2085%3A%208-13&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-17350a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2014%3A%2022-36&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-27894a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2014%3A%2022-36&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-27900b

eter Paul Rubens, The Assumption of Mary
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Peter_Paul_Rubens

This explains why Christians have honoured
her for so many centuries. We do not worship
Mary; we honour the one whom God chose to
bear His Son, and we see in her the fulfilment
of God's promises.

Whether one approaches the Assumption as a
defined doctrine, as Roman Catholics do, or
as an ancient and cherished belief of the
undivided Church, as many Anglicans have
done, the feast invites every Christian to lift
their eyes beyond the present world. It
reminds us that heaven is not an escape from
creation but its fulfilment.

God's purpose is not to rescue us from being
human. His purpose is to make humanity
completely alive in Christ. The Assumption
therefore speaks not only of Mary's destiny,
but of ours.

But Isn't This Missing from the Bible?

This is the question many Anglicans naturally

ask.

It Is true that Scripture does not describe
Mary's death or Assumption. Neither does it
describe the deaths of many of the apostles.
The Church's belief developed not from a
single biblical text but from the whole pattern
of biblical revelation: Mary's unique place in
salvation history, the dignity of the body in
Christian faith, Christ's victory over death,
and the Church's conviction that God's saving
work reaches its fulfilment in the resurrection
of the whole person.

In other words, We do not celebrate the
Assumption because of one verse. We
celebrate it because it expresses the direction
In which the whole Gospel points.




Collect & Readings for Sunday 16th August, 2026
“The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary”

Isaiah 61:10-62:3

10| will greatly rejoice in the Lord,

my whole being shall exult in my God,

for he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation,

he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a
garland,

and as a bride adorns herself with her
jewels.
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it
to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness
and praise

to spring up before all the nations.

62 For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent,

and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the
dawn,

and her salvation like a burning torch.
2 The nations shall see your vindication,

and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand

of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your
God.

The Song of Mary
(Magnificat, Luke 1.47-55)

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord:
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

Who has looked with favour on his lowly
servant:

from this day all generations will call me
blessed.

The Almighty has done great things for me:
and holy is his name.

God has mercy on those who fear him:

from generation to generation.

The Lord has shown strength with his arm:
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
Casting down the mighty from their thrones:
and lifting up the lowly.

God has filled the hungry with good things:
and sent the rich away empty.

He has come to the aid of his servant Israel:
to remember the promise of mercy,

The promise made to our forebears:

to Abraham and his children for ever.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/pt:Nicolas_Poussin

THE COLLECT FOR THE
ASSUMPTION

Almighty ever-living God, who assumed the
Immaculate Virgin Mary, the Mother of your
Son, body and soul into heavenly glory, grant, we
pray, that, always attentive to the things that are

above, we may merit to be sharers of her glory.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
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“Parrots with Purpose”

The Phoenix lad
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“Loaves and Fishes”

with our SPARK kids

on Sund
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Farewell to Roy and Dawn Starkey!

After more years than they care to remember (certianly
more than 60 by Dawn’s recollection!) Dawn and Roy
are moving ‘north’ to be nearer family. It’s a big move

for them and an occasion of real sadness for us!
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join us on I/Vednesdays at 1100 for OUTr new study series.

Commencing Wednesday 19t August



| D~ vears
@ (old Coast Chamber Orchestra
| N/ 2011-202¢6

Performed by GCCO Chamber Musicians o

SPRING Sy

Commemorating the 12oth Anniversary
of St Peler’s Parish

W.A. Mozart - Clarinet Quintet in A major, K.581
M. Bruch - Rumanische Melodie (V) and Nachtgesang (VI)
from Eight Pieces for Clarinet, Viola and Piano —a
G. Fauré - Piano Quartet No. 1 in C minor, Op. 15

St Peter’s Anglican Church, Southport
Saturday, 5 September 2026 at 3 PM

Early Bird: $40 (Available until 5 August)
Adults $50 | Concession $45 | Students $25 | Under 18 Free

vIsIT: www.ccco.coMAU | FoLLow: @) (8 @GOoLDCOASTCHAMBERORCHESTRA

As part of our 140™ celebrations
our friends the Gold Coast
Chamber Orchestra have

willingly offered the above concert

]40 yea'td!
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Virginia Warner
Principal of St Hilda’s,
is the guest speaker at the

PHOENIX FELILOWSHIP
this Thursday 13" August



PARISH DIARY ~ AUGUST

Sunday 09 August ~ PENTECOST XI
7:00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP)
9:30 am Baptism/ Eucharist (APBA) - SPARK (In Recess today)

4:00 pm ‘Inquirer’s Hour’ — Hollindale Room
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist (APBA)

Monday 10 August
9:30 am St Vincent’s Care — Villa la Salle
10:00 am ‘Cottee on Monday’ - Hollindale Room
10:30 am Abri Age Care

7:00 pm Requiem Mass

Wednesday 12 August
10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Divine Worship)

11:00 am Bible Study — in hiatus today - next week a new series begins.

Thursday 13 August
Midday Holy Eucharist (Divine Worship)
1:00 pm Phoenix Fellowship

Sunday 16 August ~ THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY
7:00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP)
9:30 am Confirmation Service & Holy Eucharist
4:00 pm ‘Inquirer’s Hour’ — Hollindale Room
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist (APBA)
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Wednesday 19 August
10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Divine Worship)
11:00 am Bible Study — “The Vision of Ephesians’ (a new Bible Study topic begins today!)

Thursday 20 August

Midday Holy Eucharist (Divine Worship)
7:00 pm Parish Council



Sunday 23 August ~ BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE AND MARTYR
7:00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP)
9:30 am Holy Eucharist (APBA) - SPARK Sunday School

4:00 pm ‘Inquirer’s Hour’ — Hollindale Room
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist (APBA)

Monday 24 August
10:00 am ‘Cottee on Monday’ — Hollindale Room

Wednesday 26 August
10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Divine Worship)
11:00 am Bible Study — ‘The Vision of Ephesians’

Thursday 27 August
Midday Holy Eucharist (Divine Worship)

Sunday 30 August ~ Pentecost XIV
7:00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP)
9:30 am Holy Eucharist (APBA) - SPARK Sunday School

4:00 pm ‘Inquirer’s Hour’ — Hollindale Room
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist (APBA)

Monday 31 August
10:00 am ‘Coffee on Monday’ — Hollindale Room
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