
Frederico Barocci  The Nativity 1597 Key Notes: Advent 4 - Christmas 2022

"...and his name shall be Emmanuel, God with us" 
                                                                                                          Matthew 1:23



Our Lord was born in a time of relative peace and
stability (admittedly, peace that was established
at the pointy end of the Roman war machine!) This
period in history, known as the Pax Romana,
spanned nearly two hundred years – from the
accession of Augustus Caesar (27 BC) to the death
of Marcus Aurelius (180 AD). Scholars have argued
that this period of relative peace greatly enhanced
the spread of the Gospel throughout the ancient
world. 

Even so, the Romans were too far away and too
‘hands off’ to be bothered with matters of minor
interest. Herod the Great’s murderous rage when
he learned that the newborn Messiah had escaped
his grasp being one such ‘minor affair.’ It would
seem that even in a time of (relative) peace
barbarity was never far away. 

So, into a volatile and dangerous Roman province,
ruled by a half-mad King, the Son of God was born.
Enforced exile to Egypt quickly followed. It seems
that from the outset the ‘Kingdom of God’ was
going to be a continual affront to those who ruled
other Kingdoms. Tom Wright, the Anglican
Theologian describes the coming of this new and
profoundly different Kingdom in clear terms: this
is a Kingdom that was designed to confront, as it
did then confront, the bullies and the tyrants of
the world with the news, with the fact, that there
is a different way of doing power. (N.T. Wright,
God in Public, p. 131.)

On Christmas Day we will celebrate with great joy,
the coming of the King (like no other) and the
inauguration of a Kingdom (of a very different
kind). But the Christmas message is not just ‘a feel-
good story’ nor less a ‘pep talk’ for an anxious
time. It is these things (in one sense) but a great
deal more: it is the most unequivocal declaration
of God’s love for us that has ever been (and ever
will be) made. If this is not enough reason for a
truly joyous celebration I cannot imagine what
could be.

Merry Christmas everyone!

                               Fr Don and Jill
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This jolly sight greeted us last week as we were leaving the Church - some Christmas festivities at the
Masonic Lodge Hall no doubt.

Christmas Eve
 

The Blessing of the Nativity

and Carols by Candlelight -

Saturday 24 December at

7:00 pm



Windy weather topples the Rectory front wall!

Candles and Christmas treeServices after Christmas:
 

Sunday Services continue as
normal.

 
Wednesday and Thursday Holy

Eucharist Services cease for the 2 weeks
following Christmas Day

 
 (recommencing on 

Wednesday 11 January 2023) 



Isaiah 7: 10-16

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask a
sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol
or high as heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask,
and I will not put the Lord to the test. 13 Then
Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my
God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child
and shall bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by
the time he knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good. 16 For before the child knows
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the
land before whose two kings you are in dread will
be deserted.

 

Psalm 80.1-7, 16-18  
 

R Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of
your countenance and we shall be saved.

 

1   Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like
a flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned upon
the cherubim.
2   In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin and
Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to
help us. R

4   O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be
angered despite the prayers of your people?
5   You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6   You have made us the derision of our
neighbours, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. R

16   Let your hand be upon the man of your right
hand, the son of man you have made so strong
for yourself.
17   And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name. R

 
 

Romans 1: 1-7

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the
holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son,
who was descended from David according to the
flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with
power according to the spirit of holiness by
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
5 through whom we have received grace and
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith
among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6
including yourselves who are called to belong to
Jesus Christ, 7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who
are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 1: 18-25

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place
in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But
just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit.
21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’
22 All this took place to fulfil what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
     and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which
means, ‘God is with us.’
24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as
his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her
until she had borne a son; and he named him
Jesus.

Collect & Readings
for Advent IV

The Collect of Advent IV
Gracious God,

you chose the virgin Mary, by your grace,
to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour:

so fill us with your grace,
that with her we may rejoice in your salvation,

and in all things embrace your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

 



~Sunday 18th December~
 

The Candles in the Church are to the Glory of God and are gi
in loving memory of:

 
~Gerard Dyksma~

&
~Kenneth Francis Smith~

 

The Collect of Chrismas Day
 

Almighty God,
you have given us your only-begotten Son

to take our nature upon him
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:

grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace,

may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.
 

This Sunday (Advent IV) we light the last purple candle. The Christmas candle (white) is lit on
Christmas Day.



Cradle to Cradle ~ Part IV
The Dawn of the Fullness of Time



We have all noticed, and we often comment,
that ‘Time Flies’. Even the ancient Romans knew
that. They said, “Tempus fugit”. We could
translate that as “Time runs like a fugitive”.  Did
Abraham and Sarah feel that way? It was they
who first perceived that time is linear and
therefore capable of moving us forward, but the
fullness of time didn’t dawn for them. Surely
their descendants must often have sensed that
Time was taking its own sweet time. They
continued to harbour the Promise God made to
Abraham in Genesis 12: 1 - 3, but they didn’t
exhibit much awareness of approaching the
fulfilment of that time and promise either.  On
the contrary, their cry was, “How long, O Lord?”
(Psalm 13).   

But we don’t reckon time only by clocks and
calendars. We also sense it by the changes that
are compressed into a given day, lifetime, or era.
Is that not why we in this twenty-first century,
when the pace of change is dizzying and
accelerating, have a sense that time is racing? 
That’s the sense we will get on this final
reconnaissance flight. Time will seem to pass
more quickly the nearer we approach the Holy
Nativity. Each of our previous flights has seemed
more eventful than the preceding ones, and this
final one will be more eventful and compacted
still. The centuries that will unfold under our
wings now were momentous ones. We will not be
able to view them in satisfying detail. But even
our glimpse in passing will confirm for us that
world events were coalescing on ‘the fullness of
time’ very rapidly.  

 The merging of those tempestuous events
would not have been apparent to those who
lived them and were caught up in them. But we,
in retrospect, will be able to see how world,
religious, and cultural matters were coming into
focus, to a ripeness, to a fullness that would
change the playing field and split the very
reckoning of time itself into a before and an
after, a B.C. and an A.D.  Even two thousand
years later, we still observe that cleavage in time
in the dating of our years. 

Fr Dale's Advent series
comes to its conclusion

this week -  what a great
work this has been!

 Window in the Lady Chapel of St Hilary's,
Wallasey, showing Abraham and his wife Sarah.



For this final reconnaissance flight, we will pick
up the trail of God’s Chosen People where we left
them, politically divided into rival kingdoms,
complacently assured that their God who sat
enthroned in the Jerusalem Temple was
impervious, that petty pagan gods could never
displace him, and that he would never permit
pagan forces to discomfort his people or to
trample his holy courts. For after all, had not the
Lord vindicated Elijah in dramatic fashion in his
confrontation with the prophets of Baal? (1 Kings
18: 20 – 39). So, in serene confidence the people
and their rulers just went on living their
dissolute, entitled, and syncretistic lives,
consorting with foreign deities for all practical
purposes, and failing to show mercy to the
suffering, the poor, and the vulnerable.  
    

But beyond the borders of the kingdoms of Israel
and Judah, dark geopolitical clouds were
gathering. The world had moved into the age of
great empires … following upon the examples set
earlier by China and Egypt, of course. And may it
not be forgotten that the Israelite kingdoms
occupied a narrow stretch of land located
strategically between those emerging and
belligerent empires. 

In or about the year 722 B.C. (the dating of
ancient events is not always precise) the Assyrian
Empire overthrew the Kingdom of Israel and
captured the city of Samaria. The inhabitants of
the kingdom, representing ten of the erstwhile
twelve Israelite tribes, were forcibly resettled in
other places within Assyria, and people from
Assyrian regions were imported to replace them.
By that means, the danger of future uprisings
was thwarted. (2 Kings 17: 24 – 28).  The
descendants of those foreign replacements
became the Samaritans we meet in the
Gospels.As for the people who were exiled to
Assyria, they became dispersed and assimilated
and are now referred to as the ‘lost tribes of
Israel’.     

The Assyrian Empire was defeated in 612 B.C., and
its territory was subsumed into the Babylonian
Empire. The Babylonian Empire set its sights upon
conquering the southern Israelite kingdom of
Judah … something the Assyrian Empire tried but
failed to accomplish after it took the northern
kingdom of Israel.  The city of Jerusalem, and thus
effectively the whole kingdom, fell to the
Babylonians in 556 B.C.  Consistent with the policy
of the Assyrians before them, the Babylonians also
deported swathes of people to prevent future
rebellions. These people were resettled in Babylon
where they languished in utter despair.

The biblical prophets put a theological spin on the
fates of the two kingdoms. They interpreted it as
divine punishments for the people’s flagrant
unfaithfulness to the Lord. From our advantageous
historical perspective, it is difficult to imagine how
the two small kingdoms could have withstood the
onslaught of the larger empires in any event.But
the prophetic message did strike a chord with the
people, it did strengthen their resolve to recommit
to their covenant with God and to resist
assimilation, and thus in the long run it did enable
them to survive their Babylonian exile. 

The depth of the exiled people’s despair can
hardly be overstated. Theirs was no ordinary
experience of a military defeat. They did not just
lose their freedom and their country. They did not
just lose their livelihoods and their homes. They
did not just witness indiscriminate brutality and
callous murders and ruthless violations of
innocent civilians.  No.More than that. THEY LOST
THEIR SOULS. THEY LOST GOD! They witnessed
the unimaginable spectacle of the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob being defeated and
routed before their eyes. They watched the
inconceivable desecrations as his sacred precincts
were defiled by pagans. They watched the
unbelievable destruction as God’s holy temple was
razed to the ground and as its hallowed stones
were strewn like so much rubble over the trampled
land. They had to watch as the holy city of
Jerusalem was consumed by fire and as its
defensive walls were broken down. 

The people were reduced to utter and
overwhelming desolation.  And then, they were
forcibly expelled from their inheritances and
driven into exile in a foreign land.  Little wonder
they sat dazed, disconsolate and weeping by the
Euphrates river (Psalm 137).      



But in the aftermath of that devastation, two
good things happened.  
 

The first good thing to happen was named
Ezekiel.

Ezekiel was one of the deportees. He shared the
shock and bewilderment. But his was a heavier
burden still for, as a priest he carried the burden
of the whole people upon his shoulders. (Ezekiel
1: 1 – 3). 

Ezekiel had a remarkable gift. It was his ability to
visualize, to make connections between the
things his mind was thinking, and the things his
eyes were seeing. For instance, once while
watching with interest something as mundane as
an operating copper smelter, he saw the smoke
of the fires, and the wheels and pulleys and
cables that were used to lift pots of molten metal
and transport them sparking and glowing to
where they were tipped and emptied into molds.
He heard the deafening noises emanating from
the cables and pulley wheels. He saw the
workers, so protected from the heat in leather
robes and hoods that they looked like alien
beings moving about. And something about that
visual experience evoked in Ezekiel’s mind an
appreciation of the complex mechanisms by
which God can melt down raw events and remold
them into something new. (Ez. 1: 1: 4 – 2: 5)      
     

But as for the exile, what could Ezekiel possibly
say to the people to lift them from the depths of
their despair? How could he speak to them with
integrity when he himself was at such a loss to
understand?  They were saying, “We have no
reason to go on living. We’re as good as dead. Let
us die”.And Ezekiel had nothing to say in
response. So, one day, when he felt utterly
overwhelmed by the burden, he just threw up his
hands and went for a walk. 

He had no destination in mind. He just walked
aimlessly. He made his way out of the city and
into the tranquil countryside where he could
clear his head, and eventually he found himself
walking past a valley that had not been a tranquil
place at all just a couple of weeks earlier.It was a
place where two armies had recently engaged in
a terrible battle of attrition. 



Ancient battles were often fought in valleys, as
in the story of David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17: 3).
The two armies would encamp on opposite sides
within sight of each other, beyond bow shot but
close enough to exchange shouted taunts and
insults.Then in the morning they would each
rush down the hills and engage each other on
the dead run hoping momentum would help
them breach the front lines. And once engaged,
the battles were ruthless and inhumane. No
mercies were shown, and no prisoners were
taken. The battles raged until one army was
obliterated and even its deserters were run
down and dispatched, by which time the valley
floor would be obscenely carpeted with dead
bodies. 

Nor were the dead treated honorably in those
days. The operative custom was that ‘To the
victors belong the spoils’, so the winning soldiers
would relieve the dead of everything of value …
weapons, armor, clothing, boots … and then
return home in triumph. And within a matter of
days, jackals and carrion birds would strip the
bodies of their flesh, scatter the bones, and then
leave the blistering desert sun to dry them and
bleach them white.   

Ezekiel stood in silence at the top of the hill,
taking in the horrifying sight of that valley littered
with dry human bones, and an errant thought
struck him … “This multitude puts me in mind of
my people. They are also so dead even their very
bones are dry. And there’s no coming back from
that”. 

But as that tragic thought sunk in, his mind began
to rebel.“No!” he exclaimed forcefully.“That
cannot be true! The Lord knows each person by
name while they’re in the womb before bones
and flesh even grow to be. It’s the Lord who
breathes life into our lungs in the first place.
Does not scripture declare of God, “It was you
who formed my inward parts; and knit me
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I
am fearfully and wonderfully made?” (Psalm 139).
So, if the Lord can accomplish that, he can bring
them back now”! And as the scene began to play
itself out in his mind, Ezekiel could visualize it all
happening at God’s command (Ez. 37: 7 -
10).Whereupon he turned on his heels and strode
back into the city with determination, and said to
his people, “Thus says the Lord”. (37: 11-14) 

The Gates of Babylon



The second good thing to happen was named
Jeremiah.

Jeremiah was a long-suffering prophet who had
been resented by the Jerusalem establishment
when he warned them of the approaching
Babylonians. He had been ignored, even thrown
into a dry cistern to die for being so negative (Jer.
38: 1-13), but his forewarnings came to pass when
the Babylonians did conquer the city and deport
the people.   

Because Jeremiah was not associated with the
previous ‘administration’, he was among the
unimportant people who were not deported. But
Jeremiah did become aware of the despondency
among the exiles, and he also had a message of
encouragement for them. He wrote them a letter.
(Jer. 29: 1-14). 

Essentially, his message was, “Stop your infernal
complaining.Blossom where you are planted.Make
lives for yourselves, and make yourselves an asset
to Babylon, but do not be assimilated! The Lord
has not forgotten you, and he will bring your
children and grandchildren back from Exile. In the
meantime, keep your powder dry, nurture your
faith, and give God time to work out the details”.
Jeremiah even put his money where his mouth
was. At a time when the bottom had fallen
completely out of the real estate market in and
around Jerusalem, he dramatized his confidence in
the future by investing in a property (Jer. 32: 1-15). 
So, the people did as Jeremiah and Ezekiel
counselled.And God did his part too. 

Rembrandt, Jeremiah lamenting the destruction of Jerusalem, 1630



It’s an interesting thing about being human …
that we never make substantial changes in our
lives until the discomforts of being who, what,
or where we are outweigh our reluctance to
change.   
So it was with God’s chosen people. For
centuries far beyond living memory by that
time, they had owned their unique God because
he was a ‘given’ for them. He had adopted them,
but their following of him had always been half-
hearted at best, and neither prophetic berating
nor disastrous consequences were enough to
make them buy into the ‘chosen people’ thing
with real conviction. But the Babylonian exile
turned out to be the straw that broke the
camel’s back, making them ready to crawl into
their own graves and pull the dirt in after them. 

It was Ezekiel and Jeremiah who arrested the
frantic digging of graves and gave the people
something to rejoice in and live for … namely
the assurance that in spite of all appearances
God had not been conquered and deposed by
pagan deities at all, that he was still able to
champion their cause even though his Temple
had been destroyed and they had been
removed from him, and that he had already
implemented a plan to restore them to their
inheritance.Those assurances galvanized the
people’s determinations, first to adjust their
own stance and, second, to put mechanisms in
place that would help them avoid being
assimilated. 

1)   The people did some serious theological
reflecting, and they concluded that their God
was not one god among many at all … that there
is, in fact, only One God. Thus, the enlightened
belief in monotheism became the corner stone
of Judaism. 

2)   Moreover, they concluded that God is far
bigger than they had even imagined … that even
though they had a special relationship with him
as his instrument, when he advised Abraham of
his plan to bless all the peoples of the world, he
really meant it! 

3)   They focussed upon three Religious
Institutions. 

First was the Temple. They no longer had it, or the
Ark of the Covenant or the Ten Commandment
stones. But they did still have Priests, and they
did still know the traditional rituals. Moreover,
they were resolved to restore the Temple
someday, and they made that the first item on
their work agenda for when they got back home.
In the meantime, they had learned that the
temporary loss of the Temple and their
banishment from it did not impede their ability to
pray, to live their faith, or to live their covenant
with God.   

Their second religious institution was the
Synagogue. The word means, ‘a meeting place’.
Early in their exiled ordeal they had begun to
congregate regularly at a place beside the river
(Psalm 137: 1 – 6. See also Acts 16: 13). There they
bonded as a community, and there they read
from the scrolls of the Law of God, the Torah, that
they had rescued and carried with them into exile.   
They also had other holy writings that would
eventually be included in the Jewish scriptures. 
Eventually the Synagogue would emerge as a
building where regular services would be held,
but it would continue as a place where the Law
would be read, where its precepts would be
taught to each new generation, and where young
people would be initiated to be Sons and
Daughters of the Covenant.

The third religious institution was the Home, and
what an admirable and enviable religious
institution it was! It was there that Kosher foods
reminded the people day by day that they were
distinct and that they should avoid dining out
with gentiles. It was there that the Sabbath was
observed each week. It was there that important
religious festivals like Booths and Passover were
observed. And it was there the children were
home-schooled, where they learned their faith
from their parents. 



4)   Circumcision was another of the mechanisms
that was enshrined during the exile sojourn. It had
been a venerable institution since earliest times
(Genesis 17: 10 – 14) but now it was also an
effective means of discouraging assimilation and
of preserving their distinct culture. It made it
impossible for the exiles’ sons to pass for gentiles
in the locker rooms at the gymnasium.    

All these adjustments to the way they lived in
exile had a lasting and saving effect. They meant
that the generation that returned from
Babylonian exile did not go back home weeping as
their forebearers had left. They went back
‘carrying their sheaves’ (Psalm 126).They went
back as Jews with a tenacious grasp on their faith.
They returned as Jews essentially as we meet
them in the New Testament, with their distinct
and clearly defined cultural practices, beliefs, and
traditions … capable, equipped, and determined
to survive all eventualities. 

It was into that tradition and culture of the Jews
that Jesus was born in ‘the fullness of time’. The
Word of God became flesh and lived among us as
a Jew. We are safe to assume he was first tutored
in his faith by his parents at home, and that he
was further instructed in the synagogue as a
young man. We know he and his parents were well
known at the synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4: 16 –
30). The Temple is where, as an infant, he was
‘Presented’ to the Lord (Luke 2: 22-24) by his
parents, where at the age of twelve he sat among
the scholars (Luke 2: 41 – 51), and from where he
drove out the money-changers (Luke 19: 45-48).       

For the Jews, the day of liberation did come
when the Babylonian Empire was conquered by
the Persians and subsumed into their
Empire.The leader of the Persian Empire, Cyrus
the Great, is remembered as an enlightened,
wise, and tolerant man. Not only did he scrap his
predecessors’ extradition policy by giving the
Jews leave to return to their homeland. He even
went so far as to provide the financial and legal
assistance for them to do so. So highly was he
regarded by the Jews that the Prophet Isaiah
has God referring to him as the Lord’s
“shepherd” and as his “anointed … whose right
hand I have grasped”. (Isaiah 44: 28 & 45: 1 – 3).
Glowing praise indeed for a Gentile.   
Not all the descendants of the original exiles
availed themselves of the opportunity to return,
but many did. The story is told in the books Ezra
and Nehemiah. 

The short story is that the Babylonian Empire,
and thus the trauma of being exiled, came to an
end and the Jews returned to reclaim,
repopulate, and rebuild their homeland. They
did not, however, recover their political
independence. They remained a Province of the
Persian Empire.But it was not an oppressive
existence for them. The future looked bright. But
a couple of centuries later the fat would be in
the fire again. 

In the year 333 B.C. the brilliant Macedonian,
Alexander the Great, defeated the Persian king
Darius III and added his realms, including
Palestine, to his own far-flung Greek empire. 
 Thus, history moved into the Greek era.
Alexander did not live long enough to savour his
great victories or to extend himself even further.
He died young, and his territories were carved
up by his generals into smaller, but none the less
still substantial, Hellenistic empires.  Two of
these were the Ptolemaic Empire of Egypt and
the Seleucid Empire of Asia, with Palestine
perilously located as the contested land
between them.Eventually it became annexed to
the Seleucid Empire. 

Alexander the Great Mosaic, Pompeii, c 100 B.C.



There came a day when a Seleucid Emperor,
Antiochus IV who laid claim to the title
‘Epiphanes’ which means ‘The Manifestation of
God’, undertook to make his empire uniformly
Hellenistic by imposing Greek culture, religion,
language, and laws upon all its disparate peoples.
When the Jews rebelled against this imposition
of pagan worship, in 168 B.C.E. Antiochus sacked
the restored Temple in Jerusalem, plundered it,
desecrated it by entering the most sacred Holy
of Holies, and committed the most heinous
imaginable abomination by sacrificing swine’s
flesh to Olympian Zeus on the Altar of Burnt
Offerings.   

In the history of the world there are two men
whose names the Jewish people remember in
infamy. One is Antiochus IV. The other is Adolf
Hitler. Both are remembered for the same
reason. They both undertook to achieve the ‘final
solution’, to wipe the Jews from the face of the
Earth.  

A spirited Jewish rebellion ensued, inspired and
led by a family known as ‘the Maccabees’. They
employed a unique battle strategy that we might
call ‘guerrilla warfare’  … strike here and
withdraw, strike there and withdraw, and
continuously confound the enemy and whittle
him down. This device gave the leader of the
resistance, Judas Maccabeus, the name ‘Judas
the Hammer’. 

Antiochus responded fiercely and tyrannically by
committing many atrocities and crimes against
humanity, and by using exotic tortures.But for
the Jews it was a fight to the death, and they
refused to submit. In the end, a couple of
external factors contributed to their triumph
over oppression. 

For one thing, in those days it was a perilous
thing for a despot to be away from home for too
long, lest his throne be snatched from him in his
absence … and Antiochus had already been away
on campaign against the Egyptians for an
extended period, and he was aware of the need
to take care of business back home. 

For another thing, at that time there were black
storm clouds forming up menacingly on the
western horizon as the emerging Roman Empire
began to flex its muscles … and it too would have
its sights on Israel. Again, Antiochus could not
prolong his fight with the Jews.   
    

 In the end, in the cause of freedom and
independence the Jews managed to fight
Antiochus to a stand still. He withdrew, granted
them their independence, and went home. In the
year 165 the Temple was cleansed and restored,
and its rituals were resumed. Our Jewish
neighbors still celebrate that blessed event each
year on the Festival of Channukah. 

Peter Paul Ruebens, The Triumph of Judas Maccabeus, c 1634

Antiochus IV Epiphanes



Sadly, during the century that followed, the
leaders of the independent Jewish homeland
degenerated and became thoroughly corrupt.
Their instability became a concern to the
expanding Roman empire. In 63 B.C. the Roman
General Pompey conquered Jerusalem. The
corrupt ‘Hasmonean dynasty’ as it was called was
deposed and replaced by the puppet king Herod
the Great, and Judaea became a Province within
the Roman Empire. 

By now does it seem that ‘the fullness of time’ is
rapidly drawing near? 

In summary
Thus, like that surprising final twist of a Rubik’s
cube, the colors and spots were all where they
belonged and human history seemed to be ripe
for a dramatic act of God. ‘The Fullness of Time’
had come. 

Looking back through two thousand years of
subsequent turbulent history, it may not look like
the perfect time for the Word of God to become
incarnate and to dwell among us. But has any
moment in time been more propitious? 

 

There are indeed reasons to regard it as the right
time, the ripe time, the fullness of time. Here are
some core samples to consider. 

 
Core Sample # 1 

Judaism had been hammered out on the anvil of
adversity, and it had emerged as a theologically
sophisticated monotheistic religion that was
determined to serve God faithfully and without
compromise. When Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word” (Luke 1: 38) it was as though she was
speaking for Judaism as a whole. 



Core Sample # 2  
At that time, the concept of ‘the whole world’
was still manageable.For all intents and
purposes, it meant the ‘the known world’ as
encompassed by the Roman Empire. 

Core Sample # 3 
The world was peaceful, at least to the extent
that the ‘Pax Romana’ … the Peace of Rome …
prevailed and was enforced. That state of
‘peacefulness’ enabled people to move about
and live their lives, and thus it was conducive to
the spread of the Gospel.   

Core Sample # 4  
Moreover, the Jews were especially favoured
within the empire. Of all the peoples within its
wide bounds, they and they alone were granted
exemption from the obligation to attribute divine
honors to the emperor and to burn incense to
him. The Romans had learned a lesson from
Antiochus Epiphanes’ mistake! They knew the
Jews could become more-than-a-little
intransigent if ordered to revert to syncretism by
attributing divine honours to Caesar!  
Thus, for several decades for as long as the
Christian movement was still regarded as a
Jewish sect, Christians also benefitted from that
exemption. It was only when Christianity came to
be seen as different and apart from Judaism that
Christians ceased to be under the umbrella and
became subject to persecution.   
The New Testament Epistle to the Hebrews
reflects the fact that many Jewish converts to
Christianity were reverting to Judaism to avoid
persecution. The epistle is an attempt to
dissuade them from doing so. (Hebrews 10: 19 –
25). In neo-Platonic terms, it urges its readers not
to forsake the ‘ideal’ Great High Priest for the
earthly Aaronic priests who were but ‘shadows’
of it. (Heb. 4: 14 – 16).   
     

Core Sample # 5  
The Greek and Latin languages were commonly
used throughout the ‘world’. The Christian
proclamation may have been heard in a host of
different languages on the Day of Pentecost
(Acts 2: 5-12) but the ability to communicate in
Greek and/or Latin throughout the empire
facilitated the spread of the Gospel.

Core Sample # 6   
Within Judaism there had grown a strong
intuition that the time was very near when
Moses’ promise of the coming of another great
prophet (Deut. 18: 15) would come to pass. By
this time the Jews had accumulated, and had
come to revere as ‘scripture’, the many written
documents that now comprise our Old
Testament, and those biblical books supported
the prophetic anticipations of a coming Messiah.
That the promise of a messiah had become an
expectation is evident in the questions asked of
John the Baptist (Acts 1: 19 – 23). 

Core Sample # 7  
 The Roman empire was stable. Unlike previous
short-lived world empires, It endured for
centuries and eventually it did embrace
Christianity as its official religion. By doing so,
the western world became synonymous with the
word ‘Christendom’. 

Ah, but hark ye! The herald angels are singing!
Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us.



~ Sunday 25th December 2022 ~
 

The Flowers in the Church are to the Glory God 
and in loving memory of 
Percival (Percy) Robinson

 
 
 

~ Sunday 1st January 2023 ~
 

The Flowers in the Church are to the Glory God 
and in loving memory of 

~Walter McIntosh~ 
~Raymond Evershed~

 

Given by their families



 Christmas at St Peter's
Saturday 24 December ~ Christmas Eve

 
 

7:00 pm: Carol Service & 'Blessing of the Crib'
(a great family service)

11:30 pm: Midnight Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 25 December ~ Christmas Day
 

7:00 am: Holy Eucharist (1928)
9:30 am: Holy Eucharist 
5:45 pm: Holy Eucharist

 
 
 

Unto us a Child is Born....


