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Around St Peter’s
There has been a great deal happening around St
Peter’s over the past few weeks, and it is good
occasionally to pause and recognise just how
much life there is within our parish community.

Our 140th Anniversary celebrations continue,
with the St Peter’s 140th Anniversary Recipe
Book now printed and available for sale. The
book was formally launched at our August
Phoenix Fellowship gathering, when we were
delighted to welcome Mrs Virginia Warner,
Principal of St Hilda’s, as our guest. The Recipe
Book is a lovely way of marking this significant
year in the life of St Peter’s and, I hope, will also
become something of a keepsake from our 140th
year.

A Wonderful Confirmation Sunday
One of the real highlights of recent weeks was
Confirmation Sunday on 16 August, when Bishop
John Roundhill joined us at St Peter’s. Sixteen
people were confirmed and a further two were
received into the Anglican Communion. It was a
wonderful occasion and the church had that
particular sense of joy and expectation that
comes when we see people taking another
important step in their Christian journey.

Perhaps most encouraging of all is that those
who were confirmed are part of the worshipping
life of St Peter’s or St Hilda’s. Confirmation is not
simply a ceremony or a pleasant family occasion;
it is about growing into the life of Christ and
taking our place more fully within the life of his
Church. To see so many people doing that
together was a wonderful reminder that the
Church is very much alive!

Our thanks go to everyone who helped with the
considerable preparation behind the scenes, and
particularly to Cheryl Cheng, whose voluntary
assistance in the Parish Office over recent weeks
has been greatly appreciated. (Cheryl was one of
two received into the Anglican Church.)

Growing in Faith

Our Wednesday Bible Study has also begun a
new series on St Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians,
drawing particularly on Tom Wright’s recent book
The Vision of Ephesians. 

We have had a very encouraging response to
these Wednesday gatherings. Ephesians gives
us a magnificent vision of what God has done
in Christ and of what it means for us to be his
people, so there is plenty for us to explore
together in the weeks ahead.

It is also encouraging when people begin to
explore where God may be calling them in the
life of the Church. Please keep Carlos Montiel
in your prayers as he begins the formal
process of exploring a vocation to ordained
ministry. Discernment takes time, and there
are many steps along the way, but it is always
a privilege for a parish to accompany someone
who is asking seriously what God may be
calling them to do.

Looking Ahead
Our next significant parish occasion will be
Battle of Britain Sunday on 13 September. St
Peter’s has a long tradition of remembering
those who have served, and this remains an
important part of our parish life. This year Mr
Travis Walters, one of our newer parishioners
and someone with extensive RAAF experience,
will deliver the memorial address.

So, as our 140th year continues, there is much
for which we can give thanks: people growing
in faith, new people becoming part of our
community, friendships being strengthened,
and the ordinary week-by-week worship and
fellowship which lie at the heart of parish life.

Thanks be to God for all that has been, and for
all that is still to come.

Fr Don



St Bartholomew
“Come and See”

This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of St
Bartholomew, one of the twelve Apostles.
Bartholomew is one of those saints about
whom we know surprisingly little. He doesn't
have the prominence of Peter, John or Paul. He
doesn't leave us a Gospel or a collection of
letters. Indeed, if the traditional identification
of Bartholomew with Nathanial in St John's
Gospel is correct, one of the few things we hear
him say is distinctly unimpressive!

Philip rushes to tell Nathanael that he has
found the one promised by Moses and the
prophets: Jesus of Nazareth. Nathanael's
response is hardly the most promising
beginning for a future Apostle: “Can anything
good come out of Nazareth?”

There is something rather reassuring about
that. The saints did not begin life with haloes
already attached. Peter was impulsive.
Thomas doubted. Paul once persecuted the
Church. And Nathanael apparently began with
a somewhat dismissive opinion about
Nazareth.

Philip, wisely, doesn't argue with him. He
doesn't produce a theological textbook or tell
Nathanael that he really ought to be more
open-minded. He simply says: “Come and see.”
And Nathanael does.

An Encounter
When Nathanael meets Jesus, something
unexpected happens. Jesus seems already to
know him. “Where did you get to know me?”
Nathanael asks. Jesus replies, “I saw you under
the fig tree before Philip called you.”

We don't know what Nathanael had been
doing under the fig tree. Perhaps he had been
praying, perhaps thinking, perhaps simply
enjoying the shade. But clearly those words
mean something to him. Suddenly this isn't
Philip telling him about Jesus: Nathanael
himself has encountered Christ. There is an
important difference.

Most of us know the difference between being
told about somebody and actually meeting
them. You can hear endless stories about a
new neighbour, a new colleague or the person
your daughter has started going out with.
Eventually you think, Well, I shall reserve
judgement until I've actually met them!

Christianity works rather like that. We can
know things about Jesus without really
knowing him. Philip can bring Nathanael to the
door, but eventually Nathanael must
encounter Christ for himself. And when he
does, the sceptic becomes the believer:
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the
King of Israel!”



“You Will See Greater Things”

Jesus then tells Nathanial, in effect: This is
only the beginning. “You will see greater
things than these.” And he did. The man who
wondered whether anything good could come
from Nazareth became a disciple. The disciple
became an Apostle. The sceptic became a
witness to Christ.

Then our reading from Revelation takes us
even further. St John is given a glorious vision
of the New Jerusalem, God's creation made
new. The city has twelve foundations and on
them are written the names of the twelve
Apostles of the Lamb.

Think about that for a moment. The man who
begins the story standing under a fig tree
making a slightly sarcastic remark about
Nazareth ends up with his name written into
the foundations of the heavenly Jerusalem!
Sceptic → encounter → recognition → disciple →
Apostle → foundation stone of the New
Jerusalem. God can do quite a lot with
someone who is prepared simply to “come
and see.”

Come and See

Perhaps that is also something worth
remembering when we wonder how we can
share our Christian faith today. We can easily
become anxious about it. What if someone
asks us a difficult question? What if we don't
know enough theology? What if we cannot
explain everything? Philip offers a much
simpler model: “Come and see.” Come and
hear the Gospel. Come and join us at the
Lord's Table. Come and sit quietly in church.
Come and meet this extraordinary person,
Jesus Christ.

After all, the Church is not ultimately inviting
people to an argument, an institution or even
a particular style of worship. We are inviting
them to encounter a Person.

And perhaps the loveliest part of Nathanael's
story is that, when he finally comes looking for
Jesus, he discovers that Jesus has already
noticed him: “Before Philip called you, I saw
you.” We may spend years looking for God,
sometimes enthusiastically and sometimes
rather sceptically. Yet the Christian discovery
is that Christ has been looking towards us all
along.

St Bartholomew reminds us that saints can
have surprisingly ordinary beginnings.
Sometimes it all begins with three very simple
words: Come and see.



Confirmands and those ‘Received into the Anglican Communion’ with the Bishop

Confirmations - Sunday 16 August
Congratulations to All!



SPARK kids were “on duty” at the Confirmation
Service. They presented gifts and certificates to
each of the the newly Confirmed and to those

Received into the Anglican Church 



Cheryl Cheng and Anthony Zambolt
are Received into the Anglican Communion

Bishop John with the Sanctuary  Party following the Confirmation Service



No Confirmation without cake!
Bishop John Roundhill cuts the Confirmation Cake



Desley Lange proudly displays the  
St Peter’s 140  Anniversary Recipe Book th

 only $25 from the Parish Office



Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them O Lord

IN MEMORIAM 

23  August 2026rd

MEMORIAL FLOWERS 
Thelma Bernice Hollindale 

Merrilyn Delma Kropp 
Terry Hollindale 

 &
Marilyn Harrison 

30  August 2026th

Jacqui  Donoghue



Collect & Readings 
THE FEAST OF ST BARTHOLOMEW - Sunday 24 August

Deuteronomy 18:15-18
15 The Lord your God will raise up for you a

prophet like me from among your own people;
you shall heed such a prophet. 16 This is what

you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb
on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I
hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or
ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17 Then

the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what
they have said. 18 I will raise up for them a

prophet like you from among their own people;
I will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything
that I command.

Psalm 145:10-19
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O

Lord,
 and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,

 and tell of your power,
12 to make known to all people your mighty

deeds,
 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

 and your dominion endures throughout all
generations.
The Lord is faithful in all his words,
 and gracious in all his deeds.
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling,

 and raises up all who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all look to you,

 and you give them their food in due season.
16 You open your hand,

 satisfying the desire of every living thing.
17 The Lord is just in all his ways,

 and kind in all his doings.
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,

 to all who call on him in truth.
19 He fulfills the desire of all who fear him;

 he also hears their cry, and saves them.

Bartholomew, Apostle & Martyr 
Almighty and everlasting God, 

who gave to your apostle Bartholomew 
grace to believe and to preach your word: 

grant that your Church 
may love that word which he believed 

and may faithfully receive and boldly preach it; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Revelation 21:9-14

9 Then one of the seven angels who had the

seven bowls full of the seven last plagues
came and said to me, “Come, I will show you
the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And in the

spirit[a] he carried me away to a great, high

mountain and showed me the holy city
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God. 11 It has the glory of God and a radiance

like a very rare jewel, like jasper, clear as
crystal. 12 It has a great, high wall with twelve

gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on
the gates are inscribed the names of the
twelve tribes of the Israelites; 13 on the east

three gates, on the north three gates, on the
south three gates, and on the west three gates.
14 And the wall of the city has twelve

foundations, and on them are the twelve
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

John 1:45-51

Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can

anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip
said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw

Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him,
“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no
deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you

get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you
under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49

Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of
God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus

answered, “Do you believe because I told you
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him,

“Very truly, I tell you,[a] you will see heaven

opened and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of Man.”

James Tissot, Nathaniel under the Fig Tree

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2021%3A%209%20%E2%80%93%2014%20&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-35320a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A45-51&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-30358a


Collect & Readings
PENTECOST XIV - SUNDAY 30 AUGUST

Jeremiah 15:15-21

15 O Lord, you know;

    remember me and visit me,
    and bring down retribution for me on my
persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
    know that on your account I suffer insult.
16 Your words were found, and I ate them,

    and your words became to me a joy
    and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
    O Lord, God of hosts.
17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers,

    nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
    for you had filled me with indignation.
18 Why is my pain unceasing,

    my wound incurable,
    refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
    like waters that fail.
19 Therefore thus says the Lord:

If you turn back, I will take you back,
    and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is
worthless,
    you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
    not you who will turn to them.
20 And I will make you to this people

    a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
    but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
    to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.
21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the

wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the
ruthless.

Psalm 26

1 Vindicate me, O Lord,

    for I have walked in my integrity,
    and I have trusted in the Lord without
wavering.
2 Prove me, O Lord, and try me;

    test my heart and mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes,

    and I walk in faithfulness to you.
4 I do not sit with the worthless,

    nor do I consort with hypocrites;
5 I hate the company of evildoers,

    and will not sit with the wicked.
6 I wash my hands in innocence,

    and go around your altar, O Lord,
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving,

    and telling all your wondrous deeds.
8 O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell,

    and the place where your glory abides.

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
O God, 

whose Son has shown the way of the cross to be the
way of life: 

transform and renew our minds 
that we may not be conformed to this world 

but may offer ourselves wholly to you as a living
sacrifice through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



Romans 12:9-21

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast

to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual

affection; outdo one another in showing honor.
11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve

the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in

suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to

the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do

not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who

rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in

harmony with one another; do not be haughty,
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil

for evil, but take thought for what is noble in
the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it

depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave
room for the wrath of God;[c] for it is written,

“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”
20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if

they are thirsty, give them something to drink;
for by doing this you will heap burning coals on
their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but

overcome evil with good.

Matthew 16:21-28

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
undergo great suffering at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never
happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to

Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human
things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to

become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. 25 For those who want to save their life will

lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if

they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?
Or what will they give in return for their life?
27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his

angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay everyone for what has been done. 28

Truly I tell you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death before they see the
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

James Tissot, Get Thee behind me , Satan

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A%209-21%20&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-32522c


Thinking about the 
BIG questions of your Faith?

Join us on Sundays at 4:00pm
for an hour of discussion on the
deep matters of our Christian

faith. 

Venue: St Peter’s Parish Centre

INQUIRER’S HOUR



Join us on Wednesdays at 1100 for our new study series.



CONFIRMATION

Sunday 16  August, at our 9:30 Eucharist th

As part of our 140  celebrations
our friends the Gold Coast
Chamber Orchestra have

willingly offered the above concert 

th

140 years!



PARISH DIARY
Sunday 23 August ~ BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE AND MARTYR 

7:00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist (APBA) - SPARK Sunday School 
4:00 pm ‘Inquirer’s Hour’ – Hollindale Room 
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist (APBA)  

 
Monday 24 August 

10:00 am ‘Coffee on Monday’ – Hollindale Room 
 

Wednesday 26 August 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Divine Worship) 
11:00 am Bible Study – ‘The Vision of Ephesians’ 

 
Thursday 27 August 

Midday Holy Eucharist (Divine Worship) 
 

Sunday 30 August ~ Pentecost XIV 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist (APBA) - SPARK Sunday School 
4:00 pm ‘Inquirer’s Hour’ – Hollindale Room 
5:45 pm Holy Eucharist (APBA) 

 
Monday 31 August 

10:00 am ‘Coffee on Monday’ – Hollindale Room 
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