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Just a few points...
The ‘new normal’ is emerging more quickly than I
had anticipated. That is to say that we are now able
to offer the common cup at most of our Sunday
morning Eucharists. There have been a few ‘staffing
problems’ owing to illness and the like over the last
few weeks but with more parishioners kindly
stepping up to be Liturgical Assistants I can foresee
this being less of an issue in weeks to come. Of
course, many will have noticed that our music is ‘live’
on Sunday mornings, and I am very grateful to
Maddie, Luke and all those members of the choir
who are doing their best to make this come
together at this time. We are not ‘there’ yet, but I do
believe we’re making better-than-anticipated
progress all the same. 

Your Offering is important. Thank you for giving
to the Church in so many ways. As the new
(financial) year begins we ask that you please give
prayerful consideration to your financial giving. Your
giving makes a real difference so please accept our
sincere thanks for giving this renewed
consideration. 

Phoenix Group: The meeting of Thursday 14 July
saw Jill Parker give a talk on Movie Posters – a
surprising business she has inherited from her
father, Mr Fred Read. Fred was a movie theatre
proprietor for over 50 years and has accumulated
thousands of movie posters, some of which are
quite valuable. Fred’s legacy will go on for some
years yet as they get snapped up by movie buffs,
world wide. This is a very friendly group that is
growing in popularity - please make contact with
Desley or Jill (through the parish office) if you'd like
to join. The Phoenix Group meets at 1:00 pm on the
second Thursday of each month. 

So we are now well and truly through the first half of
2022 and everyone I know is saying, "Where did it
go?" I still maintain that over two years of Pandemic
has skewed the space-time continuum...but there
you are! Yours in Christ

                                        Fr Don



I was recently gifted N.T. Wright’s book, simply titled:
Paul. (Thank you, John!) Over the years I have read a
number of works and papers on Paul, all of them
interesting and informative. I still refer to F.F. Bruce’s
biography of Paul, titled Paul, Apostle of the Free
Spirit on a regular basis. There is no secret to the
fact that I find St Paul and his teaching to be an
endless source of fascination and edification.
So, another day, another book about Paul. What
makes N.T. Wright’s book so different from all the
others? Speaking for myself, I find a number of new
and fascinating insights in an area that I thought had
just about been wrapped up, “nothing new to see
here,” I had come to assume. How good it is to be
wrong. 

In this refreshing work, N.T Wright offers a number
of insights that have carried my understanding of St
Paul to a deeper level and I gladly share these with
you now.

Firstly, as every good biblical scholar should do
when looking closely at the New Testament, N.T.
Wright takes us to the time and place of Paul’s
ministry (first century Palestine) where he seeks to
ascertain what they were thinking and asking about
their new faith – rather than reading into their day
and age the problems and issues of our own. The
process that N.T. Wright engages is that of ‘exegesis’
– a term (of Greek origins) that scholars use to
describe the academic process of ‘drawing out’ what
is in the text, rather than ‘eisagesis’ the process of
‘reading into’ the text from our own time and place.
Good exegesis has to be undertaken in a
painstaking manner, but it is clear that N.T. Wright is
up to the task. Mercifully, his work is easy to read
and does not suffer from the dry complexity of so
many other New Testament scholars.  
 

Framing St Paul,
a book review

Nicholas Thomas Wright, 
Paul, a Biography. 

New York: HarperCollins, 2020.



N.T.Wright  (referred to informally as Tom Wright
when writing articles and books that have a less
academic bias) is a bishop in the Church of
England. He is the author of many theological and
reflective books. He is currently holds the post of
‘Senior Research Fellow, Wycliffe Hall, Oxford
University. His work is often praised by scholars
from across the theological spectrum and, for that
matter, occasionally criticized as well. N.T. wright
was Bishop of Durham from 2003 to 2010, when
he resigned from his see to take the appointment
of Research Professor of New Testament and Early
Christianity at St Mary's College, St Andrews, in
Scotland, which enabled him to concentrate on his
academic and broadcasting work. As of 1 October
2019, Wright was appointed a senior research
fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, where he had
originally studied for the Anglican ministry from
1971 to 1973.

From this foundation N.T. Wright goes on to make
some remarkable points. He states that our
concern for personal salvation, i.e., whether or not
we go to heaven, is very much a question that
originated in the medieval period of the Church
and was in no way a preoccupation of those living
in Paul’s day and age. As N.T. Wright states quite
unequivocally: “…if we were to scour the first
century (i.e., Paul’s day] for people who were
hoping that their souls would leave the present
material world behind and ‘go to heaven,’ we would
discover the Platonists like Plutarch, not Christians
like Paul.”[1] What he is saying is simply this:
philosophies of Paul’s day were interested in the
survival of the soul after death, but Paul was not.
Wright is no radical scholar – he Is not thereby
suggesting that there is no life after death – far
from it. It’s just that the way we think today about
personal salvation (having done so in terms set by
the medieval church centuries ago) owes much
more to the philosophies spawned by Plato than it
does to St Paul’s theology. Point # 1: it’s Paul not
Plato. From this foundational point more
interesting insights are made.

This clarification leads to a re-founding of how we
read Paul in his letter to the Galatians, the Romans
and certainly parts of 1 and 2 Corinthians. As
Wright goes on to say: “For Paul, and all the other
early Christians, what mattered was not ‘saved
souls’ being rescued from the world, and taken to a
distant ‘heaven,’ but the coming together of heaven
and earth in a great act of cosmic renewal…” [2]
Point # 2, then: it’s not about going to heaven, it’s
about the kingdom of heaven coming here. 

The essence of Wright’s argument at this point is
intriguing and refreshing. He is very clear that for
Paul the Kingdom of God had been inaugurated in
history at that very time and place for a purpose. It
wasn't just any old random point in history – it was
into the first century that the Kingdom of God had
come. It was a complex historical setting too: “The
world [Paul] lived in was the world into which the
Gospel had burst, the world that the Gospel was
challenging, the world it would reform was…a
complex mass of countries and cultures, of myths
and stories, of empires and artifacts…”[3] But this
was no incidental backdrop to a timeless message
– as if the gospel could have been parachuted into
any period of history and it would not have
mattered. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Mary%27s_College,_St_Andrews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wycliffe_Hall,_Oxford


Paul saw himself living at the ultimate turning point
in history. Point # 3: Paul’s time was the time, and
at that time the Kingdom of God had truly arrived.
No other era or period in history enjoys this
privilege. 
 

Wright uses an interesting analogy: the Picture and
the Picture frame. We might say that Paul’s life and
ministry were ‘framed’ by his first century Jewish
world, his Roman citizenship and all that entailed,
along with his exposure to the complexities of
Greek philosophy and ideas. These complex
elements could be said to be the context of St Paul’s
message and just like any frame, it is always distinct
from the work of art that it surrounds. The contrary
point that N.T. Wright makes here is that the frame
and the picture are one – and cannot be separated,
i.e., the historical setting (‘the frame’) and the Paul’s
message (‘the picture’) are one and the same. Paul
believed it to be so, and that is the vantage point
Wright maintains that any thorough exegesis must
take. 

Let's come back to the present day Gold Coast. For
some weeks now our Wednesday Bible Study has
been working through N.T. Wright’s commentary on
Galatians. The foundations from which we are
working are spelt out very well in this work on Paul.
In our weekly study we are now forced (in the best
possible way) to consider Paul’s work from the
refreshingly different vantage point mapped out by
this excellent scholar. Be assured: it is not that we
now care little for the immortality of our souls - hard
to break a habit that is a thousand years old.
Rather, that we care much more that the Kingdom
of God is here (already!) and that our lives should
show evidence of this everyday!  

                                   Fr Don

[1]  N.T. Wright, Paul, 8.
[2]  N.T. Wright, Paul, 8. Italics in original.
[3]  N.T. Wright, Paul, 10.

Wednesday Bible Study
 

 11:00 am
 
 

On-line (Zoom) or Face-to-face
 

It's never too late to join in and it's
never too late to see things afresh!



St Mary Magdalene ~ July 22

As is indicated by her name, Mary Magdalene came
from the town of Magdala, on the western shore of
Lake Galilee. It was a prosperous town, dominated by
Gentile interests, and with an unsavoury reputation
according to later rabbis.

Mary enters the gospel story as one of a group of
women who joined Jesus and his disciples during
Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, and who assisted his mission
out of their own resources (Luke 8:1-3). This
information comes only from Luke, who adds that
Jesus had healed some of the women, and in
particular had driven seven demons out of Mary
Magdalene. There is no way of knowing what exactly
was meant by this, though tradition has included
plenty of speculation.

Such speculation has been fostered by the reputation
of Magdala and the common identification (made
“official” by Gregory the Great) of Mary Magdalene with
both the sinful woman (usually understood to be a
prostitute) in Luke 7:37-50 who anointed the feet of
Jesus, and with Mary of Bethany, the sister of Martha.
This accounts for the usual representation of Mary
Magdalene in western art as a penitent sinner, or as a
contemplative, or both. However, neither identification
is at all probable. Luke does not name the woman who
anointed Jesus’ feet, yet names Mary almost
incidentally in a different context soon after; and
Bethany is just outside Jerusalem, miles from Magdala
in Galilee.

What we do know about Mary Magdalene is that she
followed Jesus from Galilee to Jerusalem and
contributed financially to Jesus’ cause (Mark 15:4:41;
Luke 8:1-3). Mary and some of the other disciples were
present at the crucifixion (Mark 15:40; John 19:25),
and, after the death of Jesus, took spices to the tomb
to anoint his body (Mark 16:1; Luke 23: 55-24:1). Mary
and the other women reported the empty tomb to the
eleven disciples (Luke 24:1-11), though the report was
not believed (Luke 24:11).

In John’s Gospel, Mary Magdalene has an even more
prominent role in the resurrection accounts. She is
the one who runs to fetch Peter and another disciple
and then meets Jesus outside the empty tomb and
mistakes him for the gardener (John 20:1-18). Mary
Magdalene becomes the first witness of the
resurrection who can say “I have seen the Lord”
(John 20:18). Mary Magdalene’s involvement with the
ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus, on the
criteria of Acts 1:21,22, would make her the equal of
the apostles.

For All the Saints

Detail from artist Alexander Ivanov's 1835 painting 
"Christ's Appearance to Mary Magdalene After the Resurrection"



William Wilberforce  ~  July 29
and All Social Reformers

William Wilberforce was born into a Yorkshire
merchant’s family in 1759 in Hull. He had a fine mind
but did not enjoy good health. He was educated at St
John’s College, Cambridge. Left enough money for an
independent income, he was elected to parliament in
1780 at the age of twenty-one. He came under the
influence of John Newton, the evangelical divine. On a
visit to Europe in 1784, he was converted to evangelical
Christianity and a more serious and responsible way of
life than he had led at university. He gave some
thought to ordination, but was persuaded by his
friends to continue his work in parliament, though he
declined all preferments.

His abilities as a speaker made parliament a very
suitable setting for him to pursue his aims. In
parliament he became a close friend and supporter of
William Pitt the Younger, who was Prime Minister from
1784 to 1801 and again from 1804 to 1806.
Wilberforce eventually resigned from parliament in
1825 because of ill health.

In 1797 Wilberforce moved to Clapham, and there
became a member of the Clapham Sect, a highly
influential evangelical group, which included John Venn,
the rector of Clapham. Also in 1797 Wilberforce
published his Practical View of the Prevailing Religious
System of Professed Christians. In this popular work he
established his position as a leading evangelical.
Wilberforce used his considerable influence to
organise and legislate for his perception of a Christian
society. He gave generous support to Hannah More
and her charitable and educational work, and he
helped found the Church Missionary Society and the
Bible Society. In common with other evangelicals, he
wished to see Sunday more devoted to religious
observance and was a keen advocate of moral reform.
In the turbulent years after the French Revolution and
in the period of the Napoleonic Wars, Wilberforce’s
concern for constitutional order led him to support
some of Pitt’s repressive legislation. However, he also
supported some moderate proposals for the reform of
parliament and was in favour of the removal of the
restrictions on Catholics in England. Above all, he
became concerned with the evils of slavery and the
slave trade, a trade which earned many a fortune in
England and America. 

 

Negro slaves were useful on the plantations of
tobacco, sugar cane and cotton, and survived longer
than the Highlanders and bondsmen, who had been
worked to death in the fields. Tobacco and sugar
were shipped to England, beads to Africa, and
slaves, packed in as closely as possible, to America.
Many of the slaves, treated worse than cattle, died
on the voyage. On arrival they were deliberately
broken in spirit and had no hope of earning their
freedom. Wilberforce, despite his failing health and
strength, agitated for an end to this. Gradually he
persuaded others of the disgraceful nature of the
slave trade, and became vice-president of the Anti-
Slavery Society. With his considerable eloquence
and charm he worked on public opinion until the
ordinary people of Britain were won over to his
views. The slave trade was ended in 1807.

The Emancipation Bill putting an end to slavery in
the British dominions was not passed until August
1833, a month after Wilberforce’s death on 29 July.
Wilberforce was recognised as a strong influence for
good in the nation and was buried in Westminster
Abbey.

 

For All the Saints material courtesy of the Anglican Church ANZP



Genesis 18: 1-10a
 

1 The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of
Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the
heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from
the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to
the ground. 3 He said, ‘My lord, if I find favour with
you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water
be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves
under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you
may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass
on—since you have come to your servant.’ So they
said, ‘Do as you have said.’ 6 And Abraham hastened
into the tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make ready quickly
three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make
cakes.’ 7 Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf,
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who
hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and
milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it
before them; and he stood by them under the tree
while they ate. 9 They said to him, ‘Where is your wife
Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in the tent.’ 10 Then one
said, ‘I will surely return to you in due season, and
your wife Sarah shall have a son.’ And Sarah was
listening at the tent entrance behind him.

 Luke 10: 38 - 42

38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a
certain village, where a woman named Martha
welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened
to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted
by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked,
‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do
all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ 41
But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are
worried and distracted by many things; 42 there is
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better
part, which will not be taken away from her.’

Readings & Collect: Sunday 17 July ~ Pentecost VI

Psalm 52  
R You will trust in God’s great mercy.

1   You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness
against the godly all day long?
2   You plot ruin; your tongue is like a sharpened
razor, O worker of deception. R

3   You love evil more than good
and lying more than speaking the truth.
4   You love all words that hurt, O you deceitful
tongue.
5   Oh, that God would demolish you utterly,
topple you and snatch you from your dwelling
and root you out of the land of the living! R

6   The righteous shall see and tremble,
and they shall laugh at him, saying,
7   ‘This is the one who did not take God for a refuge,
but trusted in great wealth and relied upon
wickedness.’ R

8   But I am like a green olive tree in the house of
God; I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.
9   I will give you thanks for what you have done
and declare the goodness of your Name
in the presence of the godly. R



Colossians 1: 15-29

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
of all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and
on earth were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—
all things have been created through him and for
him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body,
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the
blood of his cross. 21 And you who were once
estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22
he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through
death, so as to present you holy and blameless and
irreproachable before him— 23 provided that you
continue securely established and steadfast in the
faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the
gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to
every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a
servant of this gospel. 24 I am now rejoicing in my
sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am
completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the
sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I became its
servant according to God’s commission that was
given to me for you, to make the word of God fully
known, 26 the mystery that has been hidden
throughout the ages and generations but has now
been revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to
make known how great among the Gentiles are the
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory. 28 It is he whom we proclaim,
warning everyone and teaching everyone in all
wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in
Christ. 29 For this I toil and struggle with all the
energy that he powerfully inspires within me.

Collect of the Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
 

Eternal God,
you draw near to us in Christ
and make yourself our guest:

amid the cares of our daily lives,
make us attentive to your voice

and alert to your presence,
that we may treasure your word above all else.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God

for ever and ever. Amen.

Sunday 17 July ~ Pentecost VI, continued



Sunday 24 July ~ St James, Apostle and Martyr
 Jeremiah 45: 1 - 5

1 The word that the prophet Jeremiah spoke to
Baruch son of Neriah, when he wrote these words in
a scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah, in the fourth
year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah: 2 Thus
says the Lord, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch: 3
You said, ‘Woe is me! The Lord has added sorrow to
my pain; I am weary with my groaning, and I find no
rest.’ 4 Thus you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord:
I am going to break down what I have built, and
pluck up what I have planted—that is, the whole
land. 5 And you, do you seek great things for
yourself? Do not seek them; for I am going to bring
disaster upon all flesh, says the Lord; but I will give
you your life as a prize of war in every place to which
you may go.’

Acts of the Apostles 11:27 - 12:3

11 27 At that time prophets came down from
Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them named
Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that
there would be a severe famine over all the world;
and this took place during the reign of Claudius. 29
The disciples determined that according to their
ability, each would send relief to the believers living
in Judea; 30 this they did, sending it to the elders by
Barnabas and Saul. 12 1 About that time King Herod
laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the
church. 2 He had James, the brother of John, killed
with the sword. 3 After he saw that it pleased the
Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was
during the festival of Unleavened Bread.)

The Collect of St James the Greater
 

O gracious God,
 whose apostle James left his father and all that he had,

 and without delay obeyed the call of your Son Jesus Christ:
 pour out upon the leaders of your Church

 the same spirit of self-denying service
 by which alone they may have true authority

 among your people;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord,

 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
 one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The son of Zebedee and Salome, James is styled "the
Greater" to distinguish him from the Apostle James
"the Less", with "greater" meaning older or taller,
rather than more important. James the Great was
the brother of John the Apostle. James is described
as one of the first disciples to join Jesus. The
Synoptic Gospels state that James and John were
with their father by the seashore when Jesus called
them to follow him. James was one of only three
apostles whom Jesus selected to bear witness to his
Transfiguration. James (and John) - or, in another
tradition, their mother -  asked Jesus to grant them
seats on his right and left in his glory. Jesus rebuked
them, asking if they were ready to drink from the
cup he was going to drink from and saying the
honor was not even for him to grant. The other
apostles were annoyed with them. James and his
brother wanted to call down fire on a Samaritan
town, but were rebuked by Jesus. Acts records that
"Herod the king" (usually identified with Herod
Agrippa I) had James executed by the sword. Some
scholars have suggested that this may have been
caused by James's fiery temper, for which he and his
brother earned the nickname Boanerges or "Sons of
Thunder". 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zebedee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salome_(disciple)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_the_Less
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synoptic_Gospels
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transfiguration_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_Agrippa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_of_Jesus#Boanerges_(%CE%92%CE%BF%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%B7%CF%81%CE%B3%CE%AD%CF%82)


Psalm 126
 

R The Lord has done great things for us, and we
are glad indeed.

1   When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2   Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy. R
 

3   Then they said among the nations,
‘The Lord has done great things for them.’
4   The Lord has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed. R
 

5   Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses of the Negev.
6   Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
7   Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. R

 

 Matthew  20: 20-28

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to
him with her sons, and kneeling before him, she
asked a favour of him. 21 And he said to her, ‘What
do you want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare that these
two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and
one at your left, in your kingdom.’ 22 But Jesus
answered, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are
you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?’
They said to him, ‘We are able.’ 23 He said to them,
‘You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right
hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is
for those for whom it has been prepared by my
Father.’ 24 When the ten heard it, they were angry
with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to
him and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are
tyrants over them. 26 It will not be so among you;
but whoever wishes to be great among you must be
your servant, 27 and whoever wishes to be first
among you must be your slave; 28 just as the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give
his life a ransom for many.’

Sunday 24 July ~ St James, Apostle and Martyr, continued

In Memorium

The flowers in the Church are to the Glory of God and in Loving memory of
 

~ 17 July ~
~Beryl Augusta Morris~

 
&

 

 

~24 July~
~Evelyn Lorraine Garrett~

~Dolores & Richard Patey~
 
 
 
 



The candles in the Church are to the Glory of God and
in loving memory of...

 
 

~Elizabeth Nell Lougoon~ 
&

~Beryl Augusta Morris~
 
 

17 July 2022

Merciful and mighty God, send down your power from on high to quench the
rage of war. 

Burn up the fuel of aggression, destroy all lying tongues, 
suppress the profits of violence, and, because no one is without sin, 

unveil our own complicity. 
Bear up the broken and defend them under the wings of your protection, 

and send the strong peace that comes from above to heal all wounds, 
relieve all griefs, and set all peoples free, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A Prayer for Ukraine





 "St Peter’s Church Southport, is a welcoming,
hospitable community committed to the worship of
God in beauty and holiness in the classical Anglican

tradition."
 

You can find out more about us at
www.stpetersgc.com.au


