
Key Notes: Lent I & II - 9 &16 March 2025
Tobias Verhaecht, 1561 - 1632, The Temptations of Christ.



   In our gospel appointed for Lent I, Luke 4: 1-15,
Satan puts Jesus to the test. He demands that Jesus
shows himself. If he is God, then prove it. The same
demands are still being made today by our
detractors. “If you exist God, then you’ll have to part
the clouds that conceal you and give us the clarity
that we deserve.”  
   In Luke’s account of the temptations, Jesus is first
encouraged to ‘show himself’ by turning stones into
bread. Satan goes to the heart of the matter here:
how can there possibly exist a good God when we
see a world full of hungry people? World hunger flies
in the face of such a notion. God fed the people of
Israel in the desert with “bread from heaven.”  
Surely, Satan is arguing, it’s a case of Messiah 101:
feeding the hungry should be at the top of Jesus’ to-
do list? In short, God provided food in the desert,
why can’t you?  
   Many would argue the same today: how can we talk
about a loving God, or even God at all, when so
many in our world live below the bread line? Well,
actually, the Church agrees... up to a point. We must
always give priority to the poor. That message has
not changed in thousands of years. 
 Yet Jesus’ reply, “man shall not live by bread
alone... but by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of the Lord” [Deut 8] is clear: bread by itself
is simply not enough. A glance at two thousand
years of Western history tells us that any number of
Caesars, Monarchs, Governments and Dictatorships
have all at one time or another offered bread for the
masses. This is surely not a bad thing. The Gospels
give accounts of the feeding of the five thousand so
it is clear that Jesus is not here responding to Satan
with a type of lofty indifference to the needs of
humanity. 
   In the ‘Feeding of the Five Thousand [Matt 14, Mark
6, Luke 9 and John 6] we learn that there was an
order by which the provision of loaves and fishes
occurred. Firstly, there existed a genuine search for
God in the hearts of the crowd. They sought out
Jesus without even considering what they might
have for dinner. Secondly, God is asked to supply
the bread. Without reservation or hesitation, the
people ask. Finally, there was a real willingness to
share with each other. 
   We now understand afresh just what Jesus’
response to Satan means, when he quotes Deut 8
“man shall not live by bread alone but by everything
that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord.” In his
work Jesus of Nazareth, Joseph Ratzinger quotes
the German Jesuit Priest Alfred Delp (martyred by
the Nazis in 1945): “Bread is important, freedom is
more important, but most important of all is
unbroken fidelity and faithful adoration.”  
 

It has been a busy few weeks! 
You will see from our pictures in the following pages
just how much we have enjoyed our time together.
Starting from Ben and Shirleen's wedding on Friday
21 February. Lots of fun to be had at our Gatsby-
themed quiz night on Friday 28 February. Then on
Sunday 2 March we celebrated two baptisms and
received two new candlesticks into the sanctuary in
memory of our dear departed Ken Laws. Tuesday 4
March was our “Pancake Tuesday” dinner and, of
course, Ash Wednesday followed.

However, our minds are sharply focussed on the
impending cyclonic weather. As this Key Notes goes
into circulation (Friday evening) it is my intention to
hold services as usual on Sunday. Since the cyclonic
activity is likely to intensify on Saturday and Sunday
we will keep you posted if there are to be changes.

We will of course heed all the official warnings that
are given. It goes without saying that “safety first”
will be our guiding principle.  

Please be safe. You are all
in our prayers.

Fr Don



9 March 

Betty Joan Cumming 
 
 
 

16 March 

Richard Allen Fisher 

In Memoriam

“Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord
and light perpetual shine upon them”



!Congratulations Ben & Shirleen!



Our “Gatsby Ladies” at our Gatsby-themed Quiz night 

Awards for the best dressed



Received in Holy Baptism on Sunday 2nd March: Francesca Riley

and William Alexander



Two new
candlesticks and

candles ~ in
loving memory
of Ken Laws



Pancakes for young and old!

Shrove Tuesday



Our Sunday School (“SPARK”) is held during our Sunday 9:30 am
service - we’re looking forward to seeing you then!

Help Needed: we do need some volunteer Sunday
School teachers, please! If you can help please talk to Jill

or Christine in the office.



Collect & Readings: 
Lent I Sunday ~ 9th March 2025

Deuteronomy 26:  1-11 

1 When you have come into the land that the
Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you
shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from the land that the
Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a
basket and go to the place that the Lord your God
will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go
to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to
him, ‘Today I declare to the Lord your God that I
have come into the land that the Lord swore to our
ancestors to give us.’ 4 When the priest takes the
basket from your hand and sets it down before the
altar of the Lord your God, 5 you shall make this
response before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering
Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt
and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there
he became a great nation, mighty and
populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly
and afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us, 7 we
cried to the Lord , the God of our ancestors; the
Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil,
and our oppression. 8 The Lord brought us out of
Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and
wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and
gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and
honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the
ground that you, O Lord , have given me.’ You shall
set it down before the Lord your God and bow down
before the Lord your God. 11 Then you, together with
the Levites and the aliens who reside among you,
shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your
God has given to you and to your house. 

Psalm 91:1-2,9-16   
R  God shall give the angels charge over you, to keep

you in all your ways. 

1.  He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, 
abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 
2   He shall say to the Lord, 
‘You are my refuge and my stronghold, 
my God I whom I put my trust.’ R 
  

9.  Because you have made the Lord your refuge, 
and the Most High your habitation, 
10. There shall no evil happen to you, 
neither shall any plague come near your dwelling. R 
  

11. For he shall give his angels charge over you, 
to keep you in all your ways. 
12. They shall bear you in their hands, 
lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
13. You shall tread upon the lion and adder; 
you shall trample the young lion and the serpent 
under your feet. R 
  

14. Because he is bound to me in love, 
therefore will I deliver him; 
I will protect him, because he knows my Name. 
15. He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; 
I am with him in trouble; 
I will rescue him and bring him to honour. 
16. With long life will I satisfy him, 
and show him my salvation. R 

THE COLLECT for
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

O Lord, 
who for our sake fasted forty days and forty nights: 

give us grace to use such abstinence, 
that, our flesh being subdued to the spirit, 

we may ever obey your godly will 
in righteousness and true holiness; 

to your honour and glory,  
who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, world without end. Amen. 



Romans 10: 4-13 

4 For Christ is the end of the law so that there may
be righteousness for everyone who believes. 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that
comes from the law, that ‘the person who does
these things will live by them.’ 
6 But the righteousness that comes from faith
says, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend
into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ down) 
7 ‘or “Who will descend into the abyss?” ’ (that is,
to bring Christ up from the dead). 
8 But what does it say? 
‘The word is near you, 
 on your lips and in your heart’(that is, the word of
faith that we proclaim); 
9 because if you confess with your lips that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and
so is saved. 
11 The scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him
will be put to shame.’ 
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous
to all who call on him. 
13 For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.’ 

Luke 4: 1 - 15 

1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 
2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.
He ate nothing at all during those days, and when
they were over, he was famished. 
3 The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ 
4 Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, “One does not
live by bread alone.” ’ 
5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an
instant all the kingdoms of the world. 
6 And the devil said to him, ‘To you I will give their
glory and all this authority; for it has been given
over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 
7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.’ 
8 Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, 
“Worship the Lord your God, 
 and serve only him.” ’ 
9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed
him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, ‘If
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from
here, 10 for it is written, 
“He will command his angels concerning you, 
 to protect you”, 
11 and 
“On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone.” ’ 
12 Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, “Do not put the
Lord your God to the test.” ’ 
13 When the devil had finished every test, he
departed from him until an opportune time. 
14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit,
returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country. 
15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was
praised by everyone. 



Collect & Readings:
Lent II - Sunday 16th March

Genesis 15: 1-12 & 17-18 

1 After these things the word of the Lord came to
Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am
your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ 2 But
Abram said, ‘O Lord God , what will you give me, for I
continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?’ 3 And Abram said, ‘You have
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my
house is to be my heir.’ 4 But the word of the
Lord came to him, ‘This man shall not be your heir;
no one but your very own issue shall be your
heir.’ 5 He brought him outside and said, ‘Look
towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able
to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your
descendants be.’ 6 And he believed the Lord ; and
the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.  
7 Then he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought
you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land
to possess.’ 8 But he said, ‘O Lord God , how am I to
know that I shall possess it?’ 9 He said to him, ‘Bring
me a heifer three years old, a female goat three
years old, a ram three years old, a turtle-dove, and a
young pigeon.’ 10 He brought him all these and cut
them in two, laying each half over against the other;
but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when
birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away.  
12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness
descended upon him.  
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a
smoking fire-pot and a flaming torch passed
between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made
a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt
to the great river, the river Euphrates.’ 

Psalm 27
R The Lord is my light and my salvation 

1.  The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom then shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my
life; of whom then shall I be afraid? 
2.  When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, 
it was they, my foes and my adversaries, 
who stumbled and fell. R 
3.  Though an army should encamp against me, 
yet my heart shall not be afraid; 
4.  And though war should rise up against me, 
yet will I put my trust in him. R 
  5.  One thing have I asked of the Lord; 
one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life; 
6.  To behold the fair beauty of the Lord 
and to seek him in his temple. R 
  7.  For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in
his shelter; he shall hide me in the secrecy of his
dwelling and set me high upon a rock. 
8.  Even now he lifts up my head 
above my enemies round about me. R 
  9.  Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation 
with sounds of great gladness; 
I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
10. Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; 
have mercy on me and answer me. R 
  11. You speak in my heart and say, ‘Seek my face.’ 
Your face, Lord, will I seek. 
12. Hide not your face from me, 
nor turn away your servant in displeasure. R 
 13. You have been my helper;                                                     
cast me not away; do not forsake me, O God of my
salvation. 14. Though my father and my mother
forsake me, the Lord will sustain me. R 
  15. Show me your way, O Lord; 
lead me on a level path, because of my enemies. 
16. Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, 
for false witnesses have risen up against me, 
and also those who speak malice. R 
  17. What if I had not believed 
that I should see the goodness of the Lord in the land
of the living! 
18. O tarry and await the Lord’s pleasure; 
be strong and he shall comfort your heart; 
wait patiently for the Lord. R 
  



Philippians 3: 17 -  4: 1 

3 17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and
observe those who live according to the example
you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and
now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is
destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is
in their shame; their minds are set on earthly
things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is
from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of
our humiliation so that it may be conformed to the
body of his glory, by the power that also enables
him to make all things subject to
himself. 4 1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters,
whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

Luke 13: 31 - 35
 

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said
to him, ‘Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill
you.’ 32 He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me,
“Listen, I am casting out demons and performing
cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I
finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the
next day I must be on my way, because it is
impossible for a prophet to be killed away from
Jerusalem.” 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that
kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to
it! How often have I desired to gather your children
together as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your house
is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until
the time comes when you say, “Blessed is the one
who comes in the name of the Lord.” ’ 

COLLECT for Lent II

Remember, O Lord, 
what you have wrought in us 

and not what we deserve, 
and, as you have called us to your service, 

make us worthy of our calling; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Wednesday Bible Study
Join us Wednesday 29 January, 11:00 am, for this fascinating 6 month series on the Life of St Paul. 

Each study is one hour long - newcomers are most welcome! 

Paul: A Biography
The Life & Ministry of Paul the Apostle

 



Thinking about the 
BIG questions of your Faith?

Join us on Sundays at 4:00pm
for an hour of discussion on the
deep matters of our Christian

faith.

INQUIRER’S HOUR



Friday 7 March, 10:00 am
at St Peter’s 

Pos
tpo

ned



 "St Peter’s Church Southport, is a welcoming and
hospitable community, committed to the worship of
God in beauty and holiness in the classical Anglican

tradition."

You can find out more about us at
www.stpetersgc.org.au


